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TO  THOSE 


CITIZENS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

WHOSE  EXPANDED  VIEWS 
EMBRACE  THE  RESTORED  INTERESTS 
OF 

I [CULTURE,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  COMMERCE  j 

WHO  BELIEVE  THAT 

NATIONAL  INDUSTRY 

IS  THE  ONLY  LEGITIMATE  SOURCE  OF 

NATIONAL  WEALTH  AND  PROSPERITY; 

WITH  DR.  FRANKLIN, 

TVT  INDUSTRY  IN  ALL  SHAPES,  IN  ALL  INSTANCES,  AND  BY  ALL 
“ MEANS,  SHOULD  BE  PROMOTED 

WITH  THOMAS  JEFFERSON, 

II  1 

'J  MANUFACTURES  ARE  NOW  AS  NECESSARY  TO  OUR  INDEPENDENCE 
“ AS  OUR  COMFORT 

WITH  ALEXANDER  HAMILTON, 

“ HAT  THE  INDEPENDENCE  AND  SECURITY  OF  A COUNTRY  ARE 
“ MATERIALLY  CONNECTED  WITH  THE  PROSPERITY  OF 
ITS  MANUFACTURES  j” 

WHO  ARE  OPPOSED  TO  THE  POLICY  OP 

13ING  THE  WEALTH  OF  THE  NATION  TO  SUPPORT  FOREIGN 
GOVERNMENTS  AND  FOREIGN  MANUFACTURERS, 

AND  IMPOVERISHING 

OUR  OWN  COUNTRY  AND  OUR  FELLOW  CITIZENS  ; 

WHO  HOLD  THE  SOUND  DOCTRINE, 

>TATIONS,LIKE  INDIVIDUALS,  MUST  SUFFER  DISTRESS  AND  MISERY 
WHEN  THEIR  EXPENSES  EXCEED  THEIR  INCOME; 


AND  THAT  A POLICY 


WHICH  CONVERTS  A LARGE  PORTION  OF  OUR  CITIZENS  INTO  HU 
AND  RETAILERS  OF  FOREIGN  PRODUCTIONS, 

INSTEAD  OF 

PRODUCERS  FOR  HOME  CONSUMPTION 
IS  RADICALLY  UNSOUND 
AND  FINALLY,  THAT 

THE  RUINOUS  EXPERIMENT  WE  HAVE  MADE  OF  OUR  PI 

*1 

SYSTEM  FOR  FIVE  YEARS, 

POINTS  OUT,  “WITH  A PENCIL  OF  LIGHT,” 
THE  IMPORTANT  TRUTH,  PUT  ON  RECORD  BY  LORD  CHATHA3 

“ THAT  IF  ANY  THING  CAN  PREVENT  THE  CONSUMMA1 
“ PUBLIC  RUIN,  IT  CAN  ONLY  BE  NEW  COUNCILS 
« A SINCERE  CHANGE,  FROM  A SINCERE 
« CONVICTION  OF  ERROR,” 

THIS  WORK 

IS  RESPECTFULLY  DEDICATED, 


BY  THE  AUTHC 


March  17,  1820. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


ns  work  may  be  considered  as  a second  edition,  much  en- 
d and  improved,  of  the  Three  Letters  to  Mr  Garnett,  re- 
jy  published  ; as  it  contains  nearly  the  whole  of  the  matter 
ose  letters. 

has  been  written  with  a thorough  conviction,  that  there  is 
iplete  identity  of  interest  between  agriculture,  manufac- 
and  commerce ; that  when  any  one  of  them  suffers  mate- 
njury,  the  others  largelv  partake  of  it ; and  that  a great  pro- 
an  of  the  distress  of  this  country  has  arisen  from  the  er- 
>)us  views  of  our  statesmen  on  the  subject  of  manufactures, 
i have  been  cramped  and  stunted,  and  finally  in  part  anni- 
:d  in  the  most  important  branches,  for  want  of  that  foster- 
are  bestowed  on  them  in  England  for  ages,  and  recently  in 
:e  in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  and  with  the  most  bene- 
effect. 

ave,  therefore,  endeavoured  to  prove — 

That  the  policy  pursued  by  this  nation  in  its  tariff,  from 
mmencement  of  its  career,  has  been  radically  wrong 
hat  this  tariff  has  sacrificed  a large  portion  of  the  nation- 
ustry ; to  the  incalculable  ini  ury  of  the  united  states,  and 
immense  advantage  of  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Eu- 


n 

•jrhat  its  tendency  has  been  to  render  us  tributary  to  those 
■ns' — converting  a large  portion  of  our  population  into 
iiters  and  retailers  of  their  productions,  instead  of  produ- 
•sor  our  own  consumption  ; and  rendering  the  great  mass 
lb  remainder  consumers  of  those  productions — thus  prodi- 
il  lavishing  our  wealth  to  support  foreign  manufacturers  and 
ejn  governments — and  impoverishing  the  nation  to  an  alarm- 
1 egree. 

t That  this  system  has  had  the  obvious  and  pernicious  effect  of 
owing  the  field  for  the  exercise  of  native  industry  and  tal- 
t-  and  consequently  of  crouding  immoderately  those  profes- 
r that  were  open  to  the  national  enterprize.  From  this 
te  has  arisen  the  great  number  of  merchants,  so  far  beyond 
was  required  by  the  commerce  of  the  country. 

5 1 have  hence  deduced  the  ruin  of  so  large  a proportion  of 
‘tlass.  It  was  a necessary  consequence  of  the  over-driven 
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spirit  of  competition.  This  maybe  exemplified  in  every  de[ 
ment  of  human  industry.  In  a town  which  would  support 
lawyers,  doctors,  or  storekeepers  genteely,  three  would  ba 
make  a living,  and  four  be  ruined.  And  finally — 

6.  I have  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  a due  degree  of  prc 
tion  to  manufactures  would  have  been  highly  serviceable  tc 
riculture  and  commerce. 

These  views  of  our  affairs  are  presented  to  the  public  wi 
sincere  belief  of  their  soundness.  But,  like  other  theoris 
may  have  deluded  myself.  However,  whether  right  or  wr 
the  discussion  cannot  fail  to  prove  useful — as  it  will  shed 
on  the  most  important  subject  that  can  occupy  the  public  a 
tion — the  means  of  promoting  individual  happiness,  and  na 
al  “ wealth,  pow  er,  and  resources” — of  removing  the  preset 
tolerable  evils,  of  which  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  hi 
port  of  the  21st  ultimo,  has  justly  declared,  that  '■'•ferv  exan 
have  occurred , of  distress  so  general , and  so  severe , as  that  u 
has  been  exhibited  in  the  united  states This  important  sul 
is  worthy  of  the  undivided  attention  of  every'  man  interests 
the  public  welfare. 

If  my  view's  be  incorrect,  I shall  rejoice  to  have  the  ei 
pointed  out,  and  shall  cheerfully  recant  them.  Any  suggesl 
on  the  subject  will  be  received  with  thankfulness,  and  attei 
to.  But  if  the  ground  I have  taken  be  correct,  I hope  and 
the  investigation  may  lead  to  a different  course  of  policy,  c; 
lated  to  enable  us  to  realize  the  blessings  promised  to  us  by 
constitution  and  our  natural  advantages,  which  at  preser 
provokingly  elude  our  grasp. 

Philadelphia , March  \7th , 1820. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

’•eliminary  observations.  State  of  the  nation.  Whence  it  arises. 
Short-sighted  policy . Decline  of  commerce  inevitable.  Substi- 
tutes ought  to  have  been  provided  for  the  supcrfuous  mercantile 
I capital , talent  and  industry. 

1 It  is  impossible  for  any  one  who  can  say  with  Terence — ■“  I 
i a man — interested  in  whatever  concerns  my  fellow  men” — 
take  a calm  and  dispassionate  view  of  the  existing  state  of 
airs,  in  this  heaven-favoured  land,  without  feeling  deep  dis- 
;ss,  and  a melancholy  conviction,  that  we  have  made  a most 
cnentable  waste  of  the  immense  advantages,  moral,  physical, 
d political,  we  enjoy — advantages  rarely  equalled,  scarcely 
er  exceeded  ; and  that  our  erroneous  policy  has,  in  five  years, 
oduced  more  havoc  of  national  wealth,  power,  and  resources, 
id  more  individual  distress,  than,  in  a period  of  profound 
ace*  has  taken  place  in  the  same  space  of  time,  within  two 
indred  years,  in  any  nation  in  Europe,  except  Portugal. 

That  governments  are  instituted  for  the  protection,  support, 
d benefit  of  the  governed,  is  a maxim  as  old  as  the  dawn  of 
ierty  in  the  world.  The  administrators  are  the  mere  agents  of 
eir  constituents,  hired  to  perform  certain  duties,  for  which 
ey  are  here  paid  liberal  salaries. 

The  grand  objects  of  their  care  are — the  security  of  person — 
curity  of  property  acquired,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  property 
•-with  the  right  of  worshipping  God  as  each  man’s  conscience 
ictates.  And  government,  by  whatever  name  it  may  be  called, 
i only  estimable  in  proportion  as  it  guards  those  sacred  depo- 
ts. Our  dear-bought  experience  proves,  that  the  happiness  of 
idividuals  and  the  prosperity  of  nations  are  by  no  means  pro- 
prtioned  to  the  excellence  of  their  forms  of  government.  Did 
1 at  excellence  necessarily  produce  its  natural  results,  we  should 
:nk  among  the  happiest  of  nations,  ancient  or  modern  ; where- 
: , unfortunately,  at  present  we  occupy  a low  grade  in  point  of 
j'osperity. 

* Other  nations  usually  and  naturally  recover  in  peace  from  the  injuries  inflict- 
< by  war.  We  rose  in  war — and  alas  ! are  sinking’  in  peace ! ! ! What  an  awful 
p;w ! 


1© 


THE  NEW-OLIVE  BRANCH. 


It  is  a melancholy  feature  in  human  affairs,  that  no  inst 
tions,  however  perfect — no  administration  however  uprig  1 
wise,  can  guard  the  whole  of  a nation  against  distress  and 
barrassment.  Accidents,  not  to  be  foreseen,  or,  if  foreseen, 
to  be  guarded  against — imprudence,  extravagance,  and  vari 
other  causes  will  frequently,  in  the  most  prosperous  communit 
produce  a large  portion  of  distress.  - This  state  of  things  is 
impeachment  to  the  goodness  of  the  form  of  government,  or 
wisdom  ot  its  administrators. 

But  when,  as  is  our  case,  considerable  bodies  of  people,  wl 
sections  ot  a nation,  are  involved  in  distress  and  embarrasstr 
— when  a large  portion  of  the  productive  industry  of  the  co 
try  is  laid  prostrate — when  most  useful  establishments,  the  pr 
the  glory,  the  main  spring  of  the  wealth,  power,  and  resoui 
of  nations,  are  allowed  to  fall  to  ruins,  without  the  slightest 
fort  to  save  them  on  the  part  of  the  legislative  power,  whose 
ramount  duty  it  is  to  interfere  in  their  defence — when  const 
ents,  writhing  in  distress  and  misery,  call  in  vain  on  their 
presentatives  for  relief,  which  is  within  their  power  to  affor 
there  must  be  something  radically  wrong  in  the  people,  or  in 
form  of  government,  or  radically  vicious  and  pernicious  in 
legislation. 

The  policy  of  a free  government,  good  or  bad,  emanates  fi 
the  legislative  body,  which  has  the  destinies  of  the  nation  ir 
hands.  The  executive  officers  in  such  nations,  who  are  gt 
rally  stiled  the  administration,  have  little  power  to  avert 
evils  of  a vicious,  or  to  prevent  the  beneficent  consequence 
a wise  legislation.  This  is  peculiarly  the  case  in  our  coun 

That  the  decay  of  our  prosperity — the  sufferings  of  our  < 
zens — could  not  exist  in  a time  of  profound  peace,  without  s< 
great  natural  calamity — some  radical  defects  in  the  people — g 
vice  in  the  form  of  government — or  an  unsound  system  of  pol 
will  not  be  controverted. 

Our  distresses  do  not  arise  from  any  natural  calamity.  N 
has  befallen  us. 

Nor  from  the  people.  They  are  shrewd,  intelligent,  inc 
trious,  active,  and  enterprizing  to  a high  degree.  A wise  le 
lator  or  statesman  could  not  desire  sounder  materials  to  f( 
the  structure  of  a happy  and  prosperous  society,  and  render 
name  immortal. 

Nor  from  the  form  of  government.  That,  like  every  worl 
man,  it  has  defects,  must  be  conceded.  But  that  it  is  the  best 
world  ever  witnessed,  is  susceptible  of  full  proof  on  fair  conn 
rison  with  any  that  at  present  exist — or  that  ever  existed. 

Our  sufferings,  therefore,  are  chargeable  to  our  policy,  wh 
I repeat,  emanates  from  our  general  legislature,  to  whom,  if 
evils  are  not  irremediable,  we  must  apply  for  relief. 
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This  declaration,  as  to  the  source  of  our  distresses,  requires 
yalification,  so  far  as  regards  the  diminution  of  our  commerce, 
l d the  depreciation  of  the  prices  of  our  staples  generally,  nei- 
t?r  of  which  congress  could  have  prevented. 

Cotton  is  an  exception.  For  the  ruinous  reduction  that  has 
teen  place  in  that  article,  they  are  answerable  to  their  country, 
hey  might  have  readilv  made  a domestic  market,  which  would 
Ive  preserved  the  price  from  any  material  depreciation,  and 
wed  the  cotton  planters  above  7,000,000  of  dollars,  and  the 
n rchants  who  purchased  before  the  reduction,  nearly  4,000,000. 

It  required  but  a slender  view  of  the  state  of  our  affairs,  and 
i our  future  prospects,  to  have  enabled  our  statesmen  to 
feesee  that  the  new  state  of  affairs  throughout  the  world  re- 
tired a total  change  of  policy.  As  we  could  no  longer  hope 
fbe  the  carriers  for  Europe ; and  as  the  immense  armies  dis- 
nded  by  the  different  belligerents,  would  be  devoted  partly  to 

(labours  of  the  field,  and  partly  to  work-shops  and  manufac- 
es,  whereby  not  only  the  markets  for  our  staples,  bread-stuffs 
ticularly,  would  be  diminished,  but  the  quantity  of  manufac- 
is  there  would  be  greatly  increased  ; it  required  but  little  sa- 
itv  to  see  that  a large  portion  of  the  talents  the  capital,  and 
industry  of  our  merchants,  would  be  bereft  of  their  usual 
ployment : and  therefore,  every  motive  of  policy,  and  regard 
the  public  and  private  welfare,  required  that  some  other  chan- 
should  be  opened  to  give  them  activity.  But  these  were  views 
JVond  the  grasp  of  most  of  our  statesmen  ; and,  far  from  hold- 
I out  any  new  inducements  to  enter  on  manufacturing  pur- 
Rts,  which  would  have  absorbed  the  superfluous  mercantile 
Sital,  they  unwisely  diminished  those  that  existed,  by  repeal- 
* the  double  duties  in  June,  1816,  whereby  the  revenue  lost 
rdions  of  dollars,  and  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the 
Hintry  received  a severe  wound. 

The  goal  to  which  the  policy  we  pursued  after  the  late  war, 
eded,  was  early  foreseen  and  distinctly  pointed  out.  The  do- 
»3tic  exports  of  the  country,  the  grand  legitimate  fund  for  the 
>:ment  of  our  imports,  for  twenty  years,  from  1796  to  1815, 
Illusively,  amounted  to  only  698,676,879  dollars,  or  an  average 
ihearly  35,000,000.  Whereas  our  imports  in  the  year  1815, 
"lusive  of  re-exportations,  amounted  to  above  118,000,000. 
u es  there  a man  who  could  for  a moment  doubt  where  such  a 
erse  of  proceeding  would  land  us  ? Or,  that  our  exports, 
v ch,  under  the  immense  advantages  we  enjoyed  during  the 
l nch  revolution,  only  rose  to  the  above  average,  would  never, 
nt  time  of  peace,  enable  us  to  pay  for  such  extravagant  impor- 
aons  ? It  was  impossible  to  take  the  most  superficial  view  of  the 
tject,  without  being  satisfied  that  we  were  as  completely  in 
h high  road  to  destruction  as  a young  man  who  has  attained 
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to  the  possession  of  a large  estate,  and  who  expends  more 
double  his  income. 

A wonderful  feature  in  the  affair  is,  that  the  net  impost  v 
accrued  in  1815,  was  36,306,022  dollars,  being  one  million 
than  the  annual  average  of  the  whole  of  our  exports  for  tv 
years  ! ! 

Independent,  therefore,  of  all  concern  for  our  manufactc 
some  decisive  efforts  ought  to  have  been  made  to  diminisl 
imports,  in  order  to  arrest  the  career  of  national  impove 
ment.  But  the  flourishing  state  of  the  revenue,  which,  wit 
many  of  our  statesmen,  absorbed  all  other  considerations 
peared  to  promise  a new  fiscal  millenium.*  And  hence  the 
repeal  of  the  internal  duties,  which  was  carried  by  the  < 
whelming  majority,  in  the  house  of  representatives,  of  161 
in  December,  1817 — than  which  a more  wild  and  injudi< 
measure  could  hardly  have  been  devised.  We  have  lived  t 
its  follv,  and  to  deplore  its  consequences. 

What  would  be  thought  of  the  skill  of  a physician,  who,  ’ 
bleeding  his  patient  to  a state  of  inanition,  was  congratul 
himself  on  the  quantity’  and  excellence  of  the  blood  pourinj 
of  his  veins  ! — such  is  the  case  precisely  of  those  statesmen, 
form  their  ideas  of  national  prosperity  from  the  great  exte 
the  customs,  more  frequently,  as  it  has  proved  with  us,  an  \ 
ring  sign  of  decay.  Ustariz,  a celebrated  Spanish  political  < 
omist,  gives  an  admirable  lesson  on  this  subject ! — how  de 
ing  of  attention  ! but  how  little  attended  to  ! 

“ It  aggravates  the  calamity  of  our  country  that  the  cus 
“ have  improved  and  yielded  more  by  the  increase  of  imp< 
“■  since  it  is  so  unfortunate  a circumstance  for  us,  that  in  ort 
“ advance  them  a million  of  dollars , estimating  one  duty  with 
u ther  at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent.,  after  an  allowance  for  Ji 
“ and  indulgences , there  must  be  drawn  out  of  the  kingdom  t\ 

millions  of  dollars."] 


It  cannot  be  too  deeply  lamented,  that  in  placing  before 
gress  the  calamitous  situation  of  our  manufactures  and  m 
facturers,  (which,  by  the  way  is,  but  very  lightly  touchec 
both  the  president  and  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  the  fo 
in  his  message,  and  the  latter  in  his  annual  report,  in  rei 
mending  attention  to  the  relief  of  this  suffering  class  of  citis 
express  some  hesitation  on  the  subject,  and  speak  hypothet 
ly,  particularly  the  secretary. 

* It  is  a fact,  that  some  of  our  great  statesmen,  in  1817,  were  sanguine  ei 
to  believe  that  the  treasury  would  continue  to  overflow  so  fast,  that  the  na 
debt  would  be  paid  off  in  a very  few  years ! 

j-  Ustariz  on  the  theory  and  practice  of  commerce  and  maritime  affairs,  vol. 
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Che  president  states  : — 

• It  is  deemed  of  importance  to  encourage  our  domestic 
Manufactures.  In  what  manner  the  evils  which  have  been  ad* 
erted  to  may  be  remedied,  and  how  it  may  be  practicable  in 
her  respects,  to  afford  them  further  encouragement,  paying 
lie  regard  to  the  other  great  interests  of  the  nation , is  submit- 
jd  to  the  wisdom  of  congress.” 

"he  observation  of  the  secretary  is — 

It  is  believed  that  the  present  is  a favourable  moment  foraf- 
irding  efficient  protection  to  that  increasing  and  important  m- 
rest,  ij  it  can  be  done  consistently  with  the  general  interest 
r the  nation  ! ’ 

}ood  heavens  ! what  an  appalling  if!  Was  there  ever  such 
.mlucky  word  introduced  into  a public  document ! u If  it 
in  be  done  consistently  with  the  general  interest  of  the  na- 
on  !”  As  if  a statesman  could  for  an  instant  doubt  whether 
tecting  and  fostering  this  all-important  portion  of  the  nation- 
ndustry — reducing  our  imports  or  expenses,  within  our  ex- 
ts  or  income — and  arresting  the  progress  ol  distress  and  de- 
, could,  in  any  possible  case,  be  otherwise  than  “ consistent 
<ith  the  general  interest  of  the  nation  /”  As  if  it  could  be  a 
tter  of  doubt,  whether  the  contingency  of  our  citizens  pa\  ing 
w dollars  more  per  annum,  for  American  manufactures  than 
foreign  ones,  (supposing  that  to  be  the  case  which  I shall 
ve  wholly  destitute  of  foundation,)  is  to  be  put  into  compe- 
an  with  the  bankruptcy  of  our  manufacturing  capitalists — 
beggary  of  our  working  people — and  the  impoverishment  of 
nation  ! 


iome  of  my  friends  have  endeavoured  to  dissuade  me  from 

!ing  the  freedom  of  style,  which  prevails  in  this  work.  They 
Mare  it  imprudent,  as  likely  to  prevent  attention  to  the  ap- 
ffiations  of  the  manufacturers.  I have  duly  weighed  this 
y prudent  advice,  and  cannot  persuade  myself  to  adopt 
The  manufacturers  require  no  favours.  They  only  seek 
tice — they  only  seek  that  protection  which  has  been  so 
irally  accorded  to  commerce.  Believing  the  system  pur- 
l'd radically  vicious  and  pernicious,  it  is  the  right  and  the 
l:y  of  every  man  who  suffers  by  it,  to  enter  his  protest 
Ijiinst  the  ruinous  course  pursued — to  trace  it  to  its  causes — 
1 1 to  display  its  consequences.  I have  used  the  language  ol  a 
Stsman.  If  the  conduct  I denounce,  betray  a manifest  dereiic- 
dn  of  duty,  can  there  be  any  impropriety  in  marking  the  dere- 
i ion?  In  countries  less  free  than  the  united  states,  far  great- 
severity  is  used  in  discussing  the  conduct  of  government. 
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Why  then  should  it  be  criminal  or  improper  here  ? If  a 
my  statements  be  incorrect,  or  my  inductions  illogical,  I 
freely  retract  and  apologize  for  them.  But  till  then,  I t 
myself  on  the  good  sense  of  the  community,  and  dare  the 
sequences. 


CHAPTER.  II 

/ 

Sketch  of  the  state  of  the  nation  from  the  peace  of  Paris  till  tl 
ganization  of  the  present  federal  government.  Analogy 
our  present  state.  Unlimited  freedom  of  commerce  fair/t 
ted. 

At  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  the  trade  of  Am 
was  almost  absolutely  free  and  unrestrained  in  the  fullest 
of  the  word,  according  to  the  theory  of  Adam  Smith,  Say 
cardo,  the  Edinburgh  Reviewers,  and  the  authors  of  the  I 
clopsedia.  Her  ports  were  open,  with  scarcely  any  dutie 
the  vessels  and  merchandize  of  all  other  nations.  In  Per 
vania,  they  were  only  about  two  and  a half  per  cent, 
these  were  nugatory  : because  there  was  a free  port  establ 
at  Burlington,  by  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  where  a very 
portion  of  the  goods  intended  for  Philadelphia  were  enl 
and  conveyed  over  to  this  city' clandestinely'.  The  same  frs 
lent  scenes  were  acted  in  other  states,  and  thus  trade  was 
have  stated,  almost  wholly  Iree. 

If  enthusiasts  did  not  too  generally  scorn  to  trammel  1 
selves  byT  attention  to  facts,  this  case  would  settle  the  qut 
of  unrestrained  commerce  for  ever — and  prove,  that  the  sy 
ought  to  be  postponed  till  the  millennium,  when  it  is  possi 
may7  stand  a chance  of  promoting  the  welfare  of  mankind, 
till  then,  woe  to  the  nation  that  adopts  it.  Her  destructi 
sealed. 

But  unfortunately  theorists  carefully  avoid  the  facts 
endanger  their  systems,  how  strong  or  convincing  soevei 
may  be.  This  saves  an  immensity  of  trouble.  Hence  in 
of  the  grand  systems  of  political  economy,  wdiich  have  acq 
great  celebrity,  you  mayr  travel  through  fifty  or  a hundred 
together,  of  most  harmonious  prose,  all  derived  from  a luxi 
imagination,  without  your  career  being  arrested  by  a singlt 
But  on  a little  reflection  or  examination,  you  may  as  readil 
a single  fact,  recorded  elsewhere  in  ten  lines,  which  demo 
the  whole. 

From  almost  every'  nation  in  Europe,  large  shipments 
made  to  this  country — many  of  them  of  the  most  ludicrous 
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i s'  ich  implied  an  utter  ignorance  of  the  wants,  the  situation  and 
I ^resources  of  the  united  states.  Among  the  rest,  the  re- 
uses of  Monmouth  street,  in  London,  and  Plunket  street,  in 
-blin,  the  receptacles  of  the  cast-off  clothes  of  these  two  capi- 
5,  were  emptied  of  a portion  of  their  contents  ; for  it  was  sup- 
ped that  the  war  had  rendered  the  nation  destitute  of  every 
ng,  even  of  covering.  Happy  was  the  man  who  could  send 
’ venture ,”  as  it  was  called,  to  this  country,  which  the  mis- 
ded  Europeans  supposed  an  El  Dorado,  where  every  thing 
s to  be  converted  into  gold  with  a cent  per  cent,  profit  at  least, 
ods  often  lay  on  the  wharves  for  many  days  for  want  of  store 
!>m.  House  rent  rose  to  double  and  treble  the  former  rates, 
e importers  and  consignees  at  first  sold  at  great  advances — 
1 believed  they  were  rapidly  indemnifying  themselves  for  the 
>rivations  and  sufferings  of  the  war. 
iffl  But  these  glorious  times  soon  came  to  a close  like  those  of 
15.  From  “ day  dreams”  and  delusive  scenes  of  boundless 
ilth,  the  citizens  awoke  to  pinching  misery  and  distress.  The 

- ion  had  no  mines  to  pay  her  debts.  And  industiy,  the  only 
cc  itimate  and  permanent  source  of  individual  happiness,  and 

- ional  wealth,  power,  and  resources,  was  destroyed,  as  it  has  re- 
itly  been  by  the  influx,  and  finally  by  the  depreciation  of  the 
ce,  of  the  imported  articles  : for  the  quantity  on  hands  being 
lal  to  the  consumption  of  two  or  three  years,  of  course  the 
at  mass  of  goods  fell  below  cost — often  to  half  and  one-third. 

I our  citizens  were  at  once  converted  into  disciples  of  Adam 
iith.  They  purchased  every  species  of  goods  “cheaper  than 
y could  be  manufactured  at  home.”  Accordingly  domestic 
nufactures  were  arrested  in  their  career.  The  weaver,  the 
>emaker,  the  hatter,  the  saddler,  the  sugar  baker,  the  brewer, 

rope  maker,  the  paper  maker,  &c.  were  reduced  tobankrupt- 
Their  establishments  were  suspended.  Their  workmen 
re  consigned  to  idleness  and  all  its  long  train  of  evils.  The 
ipment  for  the  foreign  rubbish  exhausted  the  country  of  near- 
the  whole  of  its  specie,  immense  quantities  of  which  had  been 
roduced  to  pay  the  French  and  British  armies,  and  likewise 
>m  the  Spanish  colonies.  Two  thirds  probably  of  the  specie 
■n  in  the  country  were  composed  of  French  crowns. 

However  calamitous  the  present  state  of  affairs,  we  have  not 
t sunk  to  so  low  an  ebb,  as  at  that  period.  I have  in  1786 
m sixteen  houses  to  let  in  two  squares,  of  about  800  feet,  in 
e of  the  best  sites  for  business  in  Philadelphia.  Real  pro- 
frty  could  hardly  find  a market.  The  number  of  persons  re- 
c ced  to  distress,  and  forced  to  sell  their  merchandize,  was  so 
feat,  and  those  who  had  money  to  invest,  were  so  very  few, 
tit  the  sacrifices  were  immense.  Debtors  were  ruined,  with- 
ct  paying  a fourth  of  the  demands  of  their  creditors.  There 
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were  most  unprecedented  transfers  of  property.  Men  \t 
large  estates,  who  had  unfortunately  entered  into  business 
a view  of  increasing  their  fortunes,  were  in  a year  or  two  t 
ly  ruined — and  those  who  had  a command  of  ready  me 
quadrupled  or  quintupled  their  estates  in  an  equally  short  s| 
Confidence  was  so  wholly  destroyed,  that  interest  rose  to 
two  and  a half,  and  three  per  cent,  per  month.  Ar,d  bonds, 
judgments,  and  mortgages  were  sold  at  a discount  of  twi 
thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  per  cent.  In  a word,  few  countries 
experienced  a more  awful  state  of  distress  and  wretchednes 

To  corroborate  these  views,  I annex  historical  statemen 
the  situation  of  the  country. 

“ In  every  part  of  these  states,  the  scarcity  of  money  has 
“ come  a common  subject  of  complaint.  This  does  not  s 
“ to  be  an  imaginary  grievance,  like  that  of  hard  times,  of  w 
“ men  have  complained  in  all  ages  of  the  world.  The  mil 
“ tune  is  general,  and  in  many  cases  it  is  severely  felt. 

“ scarcity  of  money  is  so  great,  or  the  difficulty  of  paying  d 
“ has  been  so  common,  that  riots  and  combinations  have 
“ formed  in  many  places , and  the  operations  of  civil  govern) 
“ have  been  suspended 

“ Goods  were  imported  to  a much  greater  amount  than  cou, 
“ consumed  or  paid  Jor ,”f 

“ Thus  was  the  usual  means  of  remittance  by  articles 
“ growth  of  the  country,  almost  annihilated,  and  little  else  i 
“ specie  remained,  to  answer  the  demands  incurred  by  impo 
“tions.  The  money , of  course,  was  drawn  off ; and  this  bi 
“ inadequate  to  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  whole  amoui 
“foreign  contracts , the  residue  was  chiefly  sunk  by  the  bankr 
u cies  of  the  importers.  The  scarcity  of  specie,  arising  princi 
“ ly  from  this  cause,  was  attended  with  evident  consequent 
“ it  checked  commercial  intercourse  throughout  the  commur 
“ and  furnished  reluctant  debtors  with  an  apology  for  within 
“ ing  their  dues  both  from  individuals  and  the  public. 

“ On  opening  their  ports,  an  immense  quantity  of  foreign  r 
“ chandize  was  introduced  into  the  country , and  they  were  ten 
“ ed  by  the  sudden  cheapness  of  imported  goods,  and  by  their  c 
“ wants,  to  purchase  beyond  their  capacities  for  payment.  ] 
“ this  indiscretion  they  were  in  some  measure  beguiled  by  tl 
“ °wn  sanguine  calculations  of  the  value  which  a free  tr; 
“ would  bestow  on  the  produce  of  their  soil,  and  by  a relia 
u oo  those  evidences  of  the  public  debt  which  were  in  the  hai 
“of  most  of  them.  So  extravagantly  too  did  many  estimate 
“temptation  which  equal  liberty  and  vacant  lands  would  h' 
“ out  to  emigrants  from  the  old  world,  as  to  entertain  the  op 

* Dr.  Hugh  Williamson. 

t Minot’s  history  of  the  Insurrection  in  Massachusetts,  p.  2. 
t Idem,  p.  13. 
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>n  that  Europe  was  about  to  empty  itself  into  America,  and 
at  the  united  states  would  derive  from  that  source  such  an 
crease  of  population,  as  would  enhance  their  lands  to  a price 
retofore  not  even  conjectured.”* 

I The  bonds  of  men,  whose  competency  to  pay  their  debts 
tes  unquestionable,  could  not  be  negociated  but  at  a discount 
i thirty,  forty,  and  ffty  pe<  centum  : real  property  run  a scarce - 
I vendible ; and  sales  of  any  articles  for  ready  money  could 
■ made  only  at  a ruinous  loss.  The  prospect  of  extricating 
e country  from  those  embarrassments  was  by  no  means  flat- 
ring. Whilst  every  thing  else  fluctuated,  some  of  the  causes 
bich  produced  this  calamitous  state  of  things  were  perma- 
int.  The  hope  and  fear  still  remained,  that  the  debtor  party 
)uld  obtain  the  victory  at  the  elections  ; and  instead  of  ma- 
ng  the  painful  eflbrt  to  obtain  relief  by  industrv  and 
onomy,  many  rested  all  their  hopes  on  legislative  interfe- 
nce. The  mass  of  national  labour  and  national  xvealth  was 
nsequently  diminished  ”f 

Property,  when  brought  to  sale  under  execution,  sold  at  so  low 
! trice  as  frequently  ruined  the  debtor  without  paying  the  credi- 
-.  A disposition  to  resist  the  laws  became  common  : assem- 
es  were  called  oftener  and  earlier  than  the  constitution  or 
vs  required. 

Laws  were  passed  by  which  property  of  every  kind  was 
r de  a legal  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts,  though  payable 
wording  to  contract  in  gold  or  silver.  Other  laws  installed 
: debt  so  that  of  sums  already  due.  only  a third,  and  after- 
:rds  only  a fifth,  was  annually  recoverable  in  the  courts  of 

§ 

Stiver  and  gold,  which  had  circulated  largely  in  the  latter 
irs  of  the  war,  were  returning  by  the  usual  course  of  trade  to 
ise  countries,  whence  large  quantities  of  necessary  and  un~ 

' essary  commodities  had  been  imported.  Had  any  general 
stem  of  impost  been  adopted,  some  part  of  this  money  might 
ve  been  retained,  and  some  part  of  the  public  debt  discharg- 
; but  the  powmr  of  congress  did  not  extend  to  this  object ; 
d the  states  were  not  united  in  the  expediency  of  delegating 
w and  sufficient  powers  to  that  bodv.  The  partial  imposts, 
d by  some  of  the  states,  were  ineffectual,  as  long  as  others 
■nd  their  interest  in  omitting  them.”|| 

The  people  of  New  Hampshire  petitioned  ; and  to  gratify 
nn  the  legislature  enacted,  that  when  any  debtor  shall  tender 
i his  creditor,  in  satisfaction  oj  an  execution  for  debt , either 

larshall’s  Life  of  Washington,  V.  p.  75. 
lam  say's  S.  Carolina.  II.  p.  428. 

1 Iknap’s  History  of  New  Uamsplure,  IT.  p.  352. 

■em,  p.  356. 


f Idem  p.  88, 
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“ real  or  personal  estate  sufficient , the  body  of  the  debtor 
“ be  exempt  from  imprisonment,  and  the  debt  shall  carry  ! 
“ terest  of  six  per  cent.  ; the  creditor  being  at  liberty  eitl 
“ receive  the  estate,  so  tendered,  at  a value  estimated  by 
“ appraisers,  or  to  keep  alive  the  demand  by  making  out  a 
“ as,  within  one  year  after  the  return  of  any  former  exec 
“ and  levying  it  on  any  estate  of  the  debtor  which  he  can  fii 

While  our  citizens  were  writhing  under  these  evils,  des 
of  a circulating  medium,  industry  universally  paralized, 
sands  every  where  deprived  of  the  means  of  supporting  th« 
milies,  bankruptcy  daily  swallowing  up  in  its  vortex  our 
chants,  tradesmen,  manufacturers,  and  artisans — it  is  not 
derful  that  recourse  was  had  to  various  indefensible  means,  t 
bate  the  evils.  The  real  source,  that  is,  the  want  of  an  ade 
tariff  to  protect  national  industry  by  high  duties  and  pri 
tions,  was  not  explored — and  even  if  it  had  been,  there  e: 
no  authority  competent  to  apply  a remedy. 

Among  the  expedients  employed,  emissions  of  paper  m 
legal  tenders,  appraisement  acts,  and  suspensions  of  the  c 
tion  of  courts  of  justice  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  < 
were  the  most  prominent.  These  were  but  miserable  palli: 
of  a disordor  arising  solely,  I repeat,  from  the  destructi 
the  national  industry,  and  which  nothing  but  its  resuscil 
could  remove. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  suffering  rose  higher  than  in  any 
part  of  the  united  states.  Riotous  collections  of  people  assei 
in  various  parts  at  the  periods  for  convening  the  courts  of 
mon  pleas,  to  prevent  their  proceedings  ; and  actually  in 
instance  but  one,  according  to  judge  Marshal,  carried  theii 
poses  into  execution.  In  fact,  so  severe  was  the  distress 
so  numerous  were  the  debtors,  that  they  more  than  once 
majority^  in  the  legislature.  The  evil  under  the  existing  fo 
government  was  incurable.  It  ended  in  an  open  insurre 
under  Shays,  a revolutionary  officer,  which  was  crushed  b 
energy  of  governor  Bowdoin  and  his  council — and  the  deci 
of  generals  Lincoln  and  Sheppard. 

Some  idea  may  be  entertained  of  the  state  of  public  ai 
quite  as  deplorable  as  those  of  individuals,  from  the  cir 
stance  that  governor  Bowdoin  having  raised  four  thousand 
tia  against  the  insurgents,  there  was  not  money  enough  ii 
treasury  to  support  that  small  army  for  one  week  ; and  they< 
not  have  been  marched  but  for  the  patriotism  of  a numt 
public-spirited  individuals,  who  subscribed  the  sum  nece: 
for  the  purpose. 

* Belknap’s  history  of  New  Hampshire  vol.  II.  p.  429. 
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The  public  treasury  did  not  afford  the  means  of  keeping  this 
rce  in  the  field  a single  week  : and  the  legislature  not  being 
session,  the  constituted  authorities  were  incapable  of  put- 
ig  the  troops  in  motion.  This  difficulty  was  removed  by  di- 
vidual patriotism  !”* 

he  insurrection  produced  a salutary  effect,  by  spreading  a 
fiction  of  the  utter  inefficacy  of  the  existing  form  of  govern- 
st,  and  of  the  imperious  necessity  of  adopting  a new  one. — 
l difficulty  under  which  the  federal  constitution  laboured  in 

t ogress,  notwithstanding  the  impetus  it  received  from  this 
ling  event,  shews  that  it  would  have  probablv  failed  of  sue- 
3,  had  not  the  public  distress  arrived  at  its  highest  pitch. 

•hose  of  our  citizens  who  ascribe  the  existing  calamities  to 
foaleful  career  of  the  banks,  are  advised  to  consider  this 
^llel  case,  wherein  banks  had  no  agency.  When  the  war 
fed,  there  was  but  one  bank  in  the  united  states,  that  of  North 
fcrica,  located  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  with  a capital  of 
1000  dollars.  And  in  1785,  when  embarrassment  and 
less  pervaded  the  state,  many  of  the  citizens,  in  casting 
kd  to  discover  the  source,  believed,  or  affected  to  believe, 
Ithey  sprang  from  the  operation  of  this  institution.  Accord- 
r petitions  were  .presented  to  the  legislature  to  repeal  its 
ter.  Counsel  were  heard  at  the  bar  of  the  house  for  and 
ist  the  bank — the  late  respected  Judge  Wilson  in  defence, 
[onathan  Dickinson  Sargeant,  father  of  the  present  member 
ingress  from  Philadelphia,  in  opposition.  The  state,  let  it  be 
rved,  was  then  divided  into  two  parties,  very  violently  em- 
red  against  each  other.  The  repeal  was  quite  a party  ques- 
and  decided  by  party  views.  The  majority  in  the  legisla- 
were  hostile  to  the  institution,  and  repealed  the  charter, 
h measure  they  regarded  as  a sovereign  remedy  for  all  the 
ing  evils.  Had  the  repeal  been  effectual,  it  would  have  mul- 

fl  instead  of  diminishing  them.  But  having  a charter  from 
ess,  the  bank  set  the  legislature  at  defiance,  and  pursued 
even  tenor  of  its  way,”  unruffled  by  “ the  peltings  of  the 
i;ss  storm.” 

i)  may  gratify  curiosity  to  see  the  view  given  of  the  tremen- 
M influence  which  was  conjured  up  for  this  institution,  in  or- 
&:o  alarm  the  citizens,  and  justify  the  repeal. 

Ihe  committee  to  whom  the  petitions  were  referred,  in  their 
frt  stated — 

What  foreigners  will  doubtless  be  more  and  more  induced  to 
biome  stockholders,  until  the  time  may  arrive  when  this  en- 
onous  engine  of  power  may  become  subject  to  foreign  infu- 
e'e.  This  countrymay  be  agitated  with  the  politics  of  Euro- 
ptn  courts  ; and  the  good  people  of  America  reduced  once  more 

* Marshall’s  Life  of  Washington,  vol.  V.  p.  121. 
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“ into  a state  of  subordination  and  dependence  upon  some  t 
“ other  oj  the  European  powers  J"* 

On  the  17th  of  Feb.  in  the  year  1784,  the  Massachi 
Bank  was  incorporated,  with  power  to  hold  in  real  estate  50 
and  to  raise  a capital  stock  of  500,0  )0/.  The  subscriptio 
not,  I have  reason  to  believe,  exceed  at  that  time  400, 00( 
lars. 

In  the  same  year  the  state  of  New  York  incorporate! 
bank  of  that  name,  with  the  extent  of  whose  capital  I am 
quainted. 

These  were  the  only  banks  in  existence  in  the  united  s 
previous  to  the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  A 
distress  and  embarrassment  equally  pervaded  those  states! 
there  were  none,  it  is  absurd  to  ascribe  the  evil  to  those  in 
tutions  where  they  existed. 

In  North  Carolina  there  were  two  emissions  of  paper  m 
with  a legal  tender,  from  1783,  to  1787.  They  depreciati 
ty  per  cent,  in  a short  time. 

The  state  of  affairs  described  in  the  preceding  pages  acc 
for  a fact  which  has  always  excited  deep  regret,  and  wh 
believe,  has  never  been  traced  to  its  source.  I mean  th 
predation  of  the  public  securities,  which  the  holders  were 
ged  to  part  with  at  ten,  twelve  and  fifteen  cents  in  the  c 
whereby  a large  portion  of  the  warmest  friends  of  therevol 
who  had  risked  their  lives  and  embarked  their  entire  prc 
in  its  support,  were  wholly  ruined,  and  many  of  its  deadh 
mies  most  immoderately  enriched.  Never  was  Virgil’.s  ce 
ted  line  more  applicable — 

Sic  vos — non  vobis,  mellificatis,  apes. 

The  reader  is  requested  to  bear  these  pictures  of  distr 
mind,  during  the  perusal  of  the  chapter  in  which  I prop! 
investigate  the  causes  assigned  for  the  evils  under  whii 
community  labours  at  present.  They  shed  strong  light  c 
subject. 

Well  as  I am  aware  of  the  pertinacious  adherence  of  ma 
to  theory,  and  the  difficulty  of  breaking  the  intellectual  c 
by  which  it  holds  the  mind,  I cannot  refrain  from  again  u 
the  strong  case  of  this  country  at  that  period  on  the  mosl 
ous  consideration  of  the  disciples  of  Adam  Smith,  Say,  Ri( 
and  the  other  political  economists  of  that  school.  It  ouj 
dispel  forever  the  mists,  on  the  subject  of  unrestrained 
merce,  which  that  abstruse  work,  the  Wealth  of  Nation 
spread  abroad.  Here  the  system  had  fair  scope  for  oper 

* Journal  of  the  house  of  representatives*  March  28, 1785. 
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lie  ports  of  this  country,  I repeat,  were  open  to  the  commerce 
)the  whole  world,  with  an  impost  so  light  as  not  even  to  meet 
1 wants  of  the  treasury.  We  had  none  of  those  4‘  restrictions” 
prohibitions”  or  “ prohibitory  duties”  to  which  the  new  school  of 
jitical  economists  ascribe  the  sufferings  of  England  and  of  this 
untry.  We  “ bought  our  merchandize  where  it  could  be  had 
heapest”  and  the  consequences  followed,  which  have  never 
ed  to  follow  such  a state  of  things.  Our  markets  were  glut- 
Prices  fell.  Competition  on  the  part  of  our  manufactur- 
was  at  an  end.  They  were  beggared  and  bankrupted.  The 
rchants,  whose  importations  had  ruined  them,  were  them- 
res  involved  in  the  calamity.  And  the  farmers  who  had  fe- 
tated  themselves  on  the  grand  advantage  of  u buying  foreign 
lerchandize  cheap,”  sunk  likewise  into  the  vortex  of  general 
truction. 

pVould  to  heaven  that  the  precious  and  invaluable  lessons 
se  facts  afford  may  not  in  future  be  thrown  away  on  our 
tesmen  and  the  nation  at  large  ! Had  they  been  duly  attend- 
to,  at  the  close  of  the  late  war,  the  united  states,  instead  of 
I afflicting  scenes  they  now  exhibit,  would  present  a picture 
prosperity,  public  and  private,  which  would  have  realized  the 
dest  anticipations  of  the  philosophers  of  both  hemispheres — 
icipations  which  have  been  most  lamentably  disappointed — 

1 “ like  the  baseless  fabric  of  a vision ,”  scarcely  “ left  a trace 


CHAPTER  III. 

option  of  the  federal  constitution.  Its  happy  effects.  Utter 
m policy  of  the  tariff.  Manufactures  and  manufacturers  not 
protected.  Hamilton"1 s celebratedreport.  Glaring  inconsisten- 
y.  Excise  system.  Its  unproductiveness. 

The  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution  operated  like  magic  j 
nduced  a total  change  in  the  state  of  affairs  ; and  actually  re- 
lied no  small  portion  of  the  public  suffering,  by  the  confidence 
fispired,  even  before  the  measures  of  the  government  could 
Karried  into  effect. 

The  united  states  began  their  career  in  1789,  with  advantages 
cer  exceeded,  rarely  equalled.  The  early  administrators  of 
i government  had  a high  degree  of  responsibility.  They  were 
rng  the  foundations  of  an  empire  which  may  be  the  most  ex- 
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tensive  and  powerful  the  world  ever  knew,  and  whose  desi 
they  held  in  their  hands. 

1 he  tariff  was  fraught  with  errors  of  the  most  grievous 
Disregarding  the  examples  and  the  systems  of  the  wise: 
tions  of  Europe,  it  was  calculated  to  sacrifice  the  resourc 
the  country  for  the  benefit  of  foreign  manufacturing  nations, 
indeed  had  it  been  framed  by  an  agent  of  any  of  those  natic 
could  not  have  answered  the  purpose  better.  It  afforded 
nearly  all  the  benefits  usually  derived  from  cftlonies,  withoi 
expense  of  their  support.  It  deprived  our  manufacturing  cit 
of  all  the  advantages  of  reciprocity  in  their  intercourse  wit 
rest  of  the  world. 

1 he  era  is  not  long  passed  over,  when  any  man  who  dar 
arraign  the  conduct  of  the  early  congresses  under  the  fe 
constitution,  and  accuse  them  of  having  established  tariffs  v 
sacrificed  the  dearest  interests  of  their  country,  and  clip  pc 
wings  in  its  flight  towards  the  high  destinies  to  which  its  es 
its  government,  the  energies  of  the  people,  and  the  great  va 
of  other  advantages  which  it  possessed,  bid  it  aspire,  wou 
regarded  with  jealousy,  and  covered  with  obloquy.  The  1 
of  reason,  of  truth,  and  of  history,  would  have  been  smotf 
amidst  the  loud  clamours  of  prejudice  and  party.  But  I 
the  fatal  results  of  the  system  have  prepared  the  public  mir 
hear  with  patience,  and  judge  with  candour,  the  facts  on  wh 
ground  these  opinions,  and  the  inductions  I draw  from  there 

1 o those  who  consider  the  mode  in  which  the  membe 
congress  are  elected — the  various  quarters  from  which 
come — the  different  degrees  of  illumination  that  prevail  ii 
districts  they  respectively  represent — how  many  neglect  to 
pare  themselves  fully  for  the  stations  they  occupy — it  wil 
appear  wonderful  that  the  views  of  a portion  of  them  are 
tracted,  and  do  not  embrace  on  a broad  and  comprehensive ! 
the  interests  of  the  nation  as  one  grand  whole. 

The  want  of  adequate  protection  to  the  productive  indust: 
the  manufacturers,  conspicuous  in  the  first  and  the  succeedin 
riffs,  may  be  accounted  for  from  the  concurrence  in  one  ol 
of  iour  descriptions  of  citizens,  whose  particular  views,  howc 
were  entirely  different. 

I.  1 he  most  influential  members  of  the  mercantile  class  1 
appeared  at  all  times  jealous  of  the  manufacturers,  and  been 
posed  to  regard  adequate  protection  to  them  as  injurious  to 
prosperity  of  commerce.  Hence  they  have  too  generally  and 
successfully  opposed  prohibitions  and  prohibitory  duties  a 
miting  their  importations  of  foreign  goods.  Although  there 
many  gentlemen  of  this  class  wThose  views  are  expanded  ani 
berai,  there  is  a large  proportion  whose  opposition  remains  i 
bated. 
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II.  Many  of  the  agriculturalists  too  have  been  equally  jealous 

0 the  manufacturers — opposed  the  imposition  of  duties  ade- 
aite  to  the  protection  of  their  fellow  citizens- — and  not  allowed 

1 ingle  article  to  be  prohibited.  Thev  dreaded  an  extravagant  rise 
oprice  as  a necessarv  result  of  securing  the  home  marketto  our 

n citizens.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  ever  entered  into 
iir  calculations,  that,  in  a country  like  the  United  States,  where 
inopolies  are  excluded,  and  where  industrv  and  enterprize  so 
lerallv  preyail,  and  are  so  wholly  uncontrolled,  the  competi- 
i would,  to  use  the  words  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  assuredly 
ring  prices  to  their  proper  level.'’'’ 

II.  The  third  description  comprised  the  disciples  of  Adam 
ith,  who  contended  that  trade  ought  to  be  allowed  to  regulate 
If — that  commerce  should  be  left  unrestrained — that  all  na* 
is  ought  to  buy  wherever  they  could  procure  articles  cheap- 
&c.  &c. 

V.  The  fourth  class  considered  themselves,  and  were  regard- 
jy  others,  as  of  a higher  order.  The  whole  of  their  political 
nomy  was,  however,  confined  within  very  narrow  limits.  It 
er  travelled  beyond  the  collection  of  revenue.  The  ways  and 
ms  were  their  alpha  and  omega,  their  sine  qua  non.  Provi- 
the  treasury  was  overflowing,  they  had  neither  eves,  nor 
5,  nor  tongue  for  any  other  object.  We  have  seen  for  years 
t seen  that  with  statesmen  of  this  description  the  spread  of  bank- 
tcy  throughout  our  cities — the  decay  of  splendid  manufacturing 
iblishments — the  distress  of  thousands  of  useful  men — the 
lings  of  helpless  women  and  children,  never  excited  anv  alarm. 
; importation  of  foreign  goods,  to  the  amount  of  60,000,000 
iars.  vhich  exhausted  the  countrv  of  its  specie,  produced  al- 
st  universal  distress,  and  devoted  thousands  of  workmen  to 
mess,  and  part  of  them  to  beggary,  was  a subject  of  rejoicing 
or  it  brought  15,000,000  of  dollars  into  the  treasury!  This 
5 the  salve  for  every  sore— the  panacea,  which,  like  the  wa- 
s of  the  Jordan,  cleansed  off  all  the  ulcers  and  foulnesses  of 
body  politic. 

This  statement  may  appear  too  severe.  But  I beg  the  reader 
1 not  decide  on  the  correctness  or  incorrectness  of  it,  till  he 
read  the  chapter  on  the  contumelious  and  unfeeling  neglect 
;he  pathetic  applications  of  the  manufacturers  to  congress  for 
ef  in  1816,  1817,  and  1818. 

The  views  of  these  four  descriptions  of  citizens  were  aided 
rthe  extensive  prevalence  of  a host  of  prejudices,  which  were 
Jtulously  inculcated  by  foreign  agents,  whose  wealth  and  pros- 
*ity  depended  on  keeping  this  market  open  to  their  fabrics,  and 
dressing  the  growth  of  our  manufactures. 

. The  idea  of  the  immense  superiority  of  agricultural  pur- 
ntsand  agriculturists  over  manufactures  and  manufacturers,  was 
*liost  universallv  prevalent.  It  had  been  fondly  cherished  by 
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Great  Britain  and  her  friends  here  during  the  colonial  state 
country,  and  long  afterwards  : and  no  small  portion  of  the  1 1 
of  the  united  states  were  unable  to  divest  their  minds  of  the 
nial  trammels,  when  the  country  assumed  its  independent 
among  nations. 

2.  The  same  keen  sensibility  on  the  subject  of  smugglin 
manifested,  as  we  have  so  often  witnessed  more  recently, 
was  assigned  as  a reason  for  admitting  three-fourths  of  a 
manufactured  merchandize  under  a duty  of  five  per  cent.  ! 

3.  The  miserable  outcry  on  the  subject  of  “ taxing  the 
ilfor  the  benefit  of  the  few''  which  is  still  used  as  a sort  oi 
whoop  against  the  manufacturers,  was  then  in  full  force. 


4.  The  back  lands,  it  was  asserted,  ought  to  be  cultivate 


fore  the  labour  of  our  citizens  was  diverted  off  to  manufacl 

5.  The  high  price  of  labour  in  this  country  was  by  mar 
garded  as  an  insuperable  bar,  and  a proof  that  we  were  nc 
ripe  for  manufactures.” 

6.  The  demoralization  asserted  to  be  inseparable  from  n 
facturing  establishments,  was  among  the  prominent  objecti* 


There  is  a magic  in  great  names  which  renders  their  e 
highly  pernicious.  That  Mr.  Jefferson  is  a truly  great  mt 
now,  I believe,  universally  admitted,  since  the  baleful  pass 
excited  by  party,  have  subsided,  and  the  atrocious  calun 
with  which,  in  the  days  of  faction  and  delusion,  he  was  < 
whelmed,  have  sunk  into  deserved  oblivion.  But  that  hi 
had  no  small  degree  of  instrumentality  in  giving  currem 
the  system  we  have  pursued,  it  would  be  vain  to  deny.  H< 
drawn  a contrast  between  manufactures  and  agriculture,  so 
mensely  advantageous  to  the  latter,  as  to  have  fostered  the 
and  excited  new  prejudices  against  the  former,  many  of  w 
still  maintain  their  influence.  Mr.  Jefferson  was  born,  bro 
up,  and  lived  in  a slave-holding  state,  a large  portion  of  th 
dustry  of  which  is  devoted  to  the  culture  of  tobacco,  one  o 
most  pernicious  kinds  of  employment  in  the  world.  It  r 
completely  exhausts  the  soil,  and  debases  and  wears  out 
wretched  labourer,  than  any  other  species  of  cultivation,  t 
under  such  circumstances,  he  could  have  drawn  such  a capl 
ting  picture  of  the  labours  of  the  field,  it  is  difficult  to  say. 
Arcadia  must  have  oeen  sought,  not  in  Virginia  or  Maryl 
but  in  Virgil’s  or  Pope’s  pastorals,  or  Thomson’s  seasons. 

This  is  not  a place  to  enter  into  a comparison  of  these  o 
pations,  otherwise  the  boasted  superiority  might  be  found 
to  rest  on  so  stable  a basis  as  is  generally  supposed. 
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Hr.  Jefferson  lately  retracted  bis  opinions  on  those  subjects, 
ra  letter  to  B.  Austin,  Esq.  of  Boston,  he  distinctly  states  : — 
To  be  independent  for  the  comjorts  of  lije , we  must  fabricate 
'tern  ourselves.  We  must  now  place  the  manufacturer  by  the 
1 de  of  the  ag  riculturist .” 

Experience  has  taught  me,  that  manufactures  are  now  as  ne- 
arly to  our  independent  e , as  to  our  comfort."1' 
n order  to  justify  the  character  I have  given  of  the  tariff  of 
9,  I annex  a description  of  two  tariffs,  one  calculated  to  pro- 
and  promote  individual  industry  and  national  prosperity, 

I the  other  to  destroy  both. 

FEATURES. 


A sound  tariff 

f Renders  revenue  subservient  to 
promotion  of  individual  industry 
rational  prosperity. 

Prohibits  such  articles  as  can  be 
supplied  at  home  on  reasonable 
s. 

i Imposes  heavy  duties  on  articles 
fering  with  the  rising'  manufac- 
i of  the  country. 

Admits  on  fight  duties  articles 
do  not  interfere  with  the  industry 
le  nation. 


A pernicious  tariff 

1.  Regards  revenue  as  the  grand  ob- 
ject of  solicitude. 

2.  Prohibits  no  article  whatever,  how- 
ever competent  the  country  may  be  to 
supply  itself. 

3.  Imposes  such  low  duties  on  manu- 
factures, as,  while  they  serve  the  pur- 
poses of  revenue,  cannot  promote  na- 
tional industry,  or  prevent  or  materially 
check  importation. 

4.  Raises  as  large  a portion  of  the 
revenue  as  possible  on  articles  not  in- 
terfering with  the  industry  of  the  na- 
tion. 


CONSEQUENCES. 


A sound  tariff 

ecures  employment  to  industry, 
tal,  talent,  and  enterprize. 
eserves  the  circulating  medium, 
dai  y adds  to  the  wealth,  power, 
resources  of  the  nation, 
ctends  prosperity  and  happiness  in 
,r  direction. 


A pernicious  tariff 

Deprives  a large  portion  of  the  in- 
dustry, capital,  talent,  and  enterprize 
of  the  citizens  ot  employment. 

Drains  away  the  circulating  medium, 
and  exhausts  the  national  resources. 

Spreads  misery  and  distress  through 
the  country,  as  we  find  by  dear  bought 
experience. 


f the  tariff  in  question  be  tried  by  this  standard,  which,  I 
lit,  will  be  found  a correct  one,  and  by  its  results,  I shall  be 
nerated  from  censure.  It  was  extremely  simple.  It  enume- 
i d about  thirty  manufactured  articles  subject  to  seven  and  a 
a and  ten  per  cent,  duty — Coaches,  chaises,  &c.  to  fifteen — and 
:ut  eight  or  ten  to  specific  duties.  All  the  remainder  were 
Dwn  together,  as  non-enumerated,  and  subject  to  five  per  cent.!! 
"protection  of  agriculture  is  reserved  as  the  subject  of  another 
ipter. 
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Blank  books. 

Paper, 

Paper  hanging's 
Cabinet  wares. 

Buttons, 

Saddles, 

Tanned  leather, 

Anchors, 

Wrought  iron, 

Gloves, 

Millenery, 

At 

Looking  glasses, 

Window  and  other  glass. 
Gunpowder, 

China,  stone,  and  earthen  ware, 

At 


7\  percent. 

Tin  and  pewter  ware, 

Canes, 

Whips, 

Ready  made  clothing, 
Brushes, 

Gold,  silver,  and  plated  ware, 
Jewelry, 

Paste  work, 

Manufactures  of  leather, 

Hats. 


per  cent: 

Buckles, 

Gold  and  silver  lace, 
Gold  and  silver  leaf, 
Paints. 

per  cent. 


Coaehes,  chariots,  chaises,  solos,  &c. 


Subject  to  specific  duties. 


Boots,  per  pair,  - 

Cents. 

50 

Leather  shoes. 

7 

Silk  shoes  or  slippers,  - 

10 

Cables,  per  cwt. 

- , 75 

Tarred  cordage,  do. 

75 

Unwrought  steel,  per  lb. 

56 

Untarred  cordage  and  yarn, 
per  cwt.  .... 
Twine  or  pack  thread,  per 

cwt. 

W ool  and  cotton  cards,  per 
dozen,  - 


Non-enume rated  articles , subject  to  5 percent. 


Bricks, 

Brass  in  sheets, 

Brazing  copper. 

Combs, 

Clocks, 

Copper  bottoms, 

Hair  powTder, 

Inkpowder, 

Linens  and  other  manufactures  of  flax. 
Maps  and  charts. 

Paints, 

Printed  books. 

Paintings, 

Silks, 

Slates, 

Starch, 

Sealing  was, 

AVorsted  shoes. 

Brass  manufactures, 

China  ware, 


Cannon, 

Cutlery, 

Cotton  goods  of  all  kinds, 

Fire  arms, 

Gilt  wares. 

Hempen  cloth, 

Iron  manufactures, 

Japanned  wares. 

Lead  manufactures. 

Muskets, 

Printing  types, 

Pottery, 

Pins, 

Steel  manufactures. 

Stone  ware. 

Side  arms, 

Sail  cloth, 

Tin  wares, 

Wood  manufactures, 

TV 'joHen  goods  of  every  kind  ! ! See 
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ji  order  to  form  a correct  estimate  of  the  effect  of  those  du- 
as  protection,  it  is  necessary  to  take  a view  of  the  situation 
uis  country  and  of  those  with  which  our  citizens  were  to  com- 
t — which  were  principally,  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany, 
(the  East  Indies. 

' be  united  states  had  recently  emerged  from  a desolating  war 
wen  years  duration  : and  a peace  of  six  years  had  been  as 
t motive  to  their  resources.  Their  manufacturers  were  pos- 
:d  of  slender  capitals,  and  as  slender  credit.  Workmen  were 
erienced — and  wages  high.  All  the  expenses,  moreover, 
cipient  undertakings  were  to  be  encountered.  The  chief 
r.terbalance  for  all  these  disadvantages,  was  the  freight  and 
Lnission  on  the  rival  articles. 

eat  Britain  possessed  every  possible  advantage  in  the  conflict, 
manufacturers  had  the  secure  possession  of  their  domestic 
et — and  had  only  to  send  their  surplus  productions  to  this 
..try — their  machinery  was  excellent — they  had  drawbacks, 
tneral  equal  to,  and  often  greater  than,  the  expenses  of  trans- 
lition — skilful  workmen — and  wages  comparatively  low — 
p merchants  were  possessed  of  immense  capitals,  and  gave 
o:  liberal  credits.  . 

Ire  cheapness  of  living  and  labour  in  France,  Germany,  and 
i:  particularly  in  the  East  Indies,  afforded  the  people  of  those 
■ tries  advantages  over  our  manufacturers,  only  inferior  to 
lb  enjoyed  by  Great  Britain. 

Inder  these  circumstances,  I trust  it  will  be  admitted  by  eve- 
n of  candour  that  it  would  be  a mere  mockery  and  insult 
mrnon  sense,  to  pretend  that  five  per  cent.,  which,  as  ap- 
above,  was  the  duty  on  seven-eighths  of  all  the  manufac- 
articles  imported  into  this  country,  was  imposed  with  a 
to  protection.  Revenue  alone  was  the  object, 
laving  to  struggle  with  such  a lamentably  impolitic  system, 
I wonderful  that  our  manufactures  made  any  progress.  It  re- 
■C»  great  credit  on  our  citizens,  that  they  were  able  to  emerge 
* such  an  overwhelming  mass  of  difficulties,  as  they  had  to 
funter. 

^ hile  the  grand  leading  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  iron, 
lead,  flax,  and  pottery,  were  thus  subject  to  only  five  per 
i)  duty,  lest  smuggling  should  be  encouraged,  it  may  afford 
r:  gratification  to  curiosity  to  exhibit  a statement  of  the  very 
g duties  on  tea,  coffee,  rum,  &c.  which  were  wholly  unres- 
ted bv  any  fear  of  smuggling. 
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1789. 

Price. 

Duty. 

Per  cent. 

Souchong',  per  lb.  -----  - 

39 

10 

25 

Hyson,  do. 

49 

20 

40 

Bohea,  do. - 

15 

6 

40 

Madeira,  per  gallon,  ------ 

100 

18 

18 

Jamaica  rum,  do.  ------ 

40 

10 

25 

Coffee,  per  lb.  - --  --  --  - 

12$ 

2$ 

20 

Sugar,  do. 

5 

1$ 

30 

Salt,  per  bushel,  ------- 

12 

6 

50 

Thus  a yard  of  broad  cloth  or  muslin,  value  four  dollars 
no  more  duty  than  a pound  of  hyson  tea,  value  49  cents  ! 

The  amount  of  goods  subject  to  ad  valorem  duties,  im[ 
in  1789,  1790,  and  1791,  was  as  follows — 


Per  cent. 

1789. 

1790. 

1791. 

5 

57,136,578 

514,605,713 

511,036,477 

7i 

520,182 

1,067, 14.  > 

7,708,337 

10 

305,248 

699,14  1 

1,114,463 

12$ 

5 

314,206 

15 

2,700 

4,876 

5,654 

57,969,731 

516,376,881 

519,179,137* 

The  duties  on  the  above  were  about  2,600,000  dollars  : ai 
whole  amount  of  the  impost  for  those  three  years,  was  6,49 
dollars.f 

The  residue,  about  3,900,000  dollars,  was  collected  prin 
ly  from  teas,  wines,  sugar,  salt,  spirits,  spices,  and  coffee  ! 
completely  justifies  the  character  of the  tariff,  that  as  large  i 
tion  as  possible  of  the  impost  was  levied  on  articles  not  int 
ing  with  national  industry ; and  that  the  duties  on  manuf 
ed  merchandize  were  as  light  as  the  exigencies  of  the  gc 
ment  would  admit. 

The  manufacturers  at  this  period,  as  they  have  done  so 
since,  besought  the  protection  and  threw  themselves  on  tl; 
erality  of  congress.  On  the  eleventh  of  April,  1789,  Si 
Smith,  Esq.  of  Maryland,  presented  to  congress  a men 
from  the  manufacturers  of  Baltimore,  stating — 

“ That  since  the  close  of  the  late  war,  and  the  completi 
“ the  revolution,  thev  have  observed  with  serious  regret  the 
“ ufacturing  and  trading  interest  of  the  country  rapidly  dec! 
“ and  Lie  attempts  of  the  state  legislatures  to  remedy  the 
“ failing  of  their  object ; that  in  the  present  melancholy  st; 
“ our  country,  the  number  of  poor  increasing  for  want  of 
“ ployment,  foreign  debts  accumulating,  houses  and  lands  d 
“ dating  in  value,  and  trade  and  manufactures  languishin, 
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s tiring ; they  look  up  to  the  supreme  legislature  of  the  united 
sites,  as  the  guardians  of  the  whole  empire,  and  from  their 
uited  wisdom  and  patriotism,  and  ardent  love  of  their  country, 
fleet  to  derive  that  aid  and  assistance,  which  alone  can  dissi- 
pe  their  just  apprehensions,  and  animate  them  with  hopes  of 
access  in  future  ; by  imposing  on  all  foreign  articles  zvhich  can 
mrnadf  in  America , such  duties  as  will  give  a just  and  decided 
wference  to  their  labours ; discountenancing  that  trade  which 
■ ds  so  materially  to  injure  them  and  impoverish  their  coun- 
■ : measures  which  in  their  consequences  may  contt  ibute  to 
ft  discharge  of  the  national  debt,  and  the  due  support  of  gov- 
“ment ; that  they  have  annexed  a list  of  such  articles  as  are, 
an  be  manufactured  amongst  them,  and  humbly  trust  in  the 
dom  of  the  legislature  to  grunt  them,  in  common  w ith  oth- 
echanics  and  manufacturers  of  the  united  states,  that  relief 
may  appear  proper.”* 

Itis  application  met  with  the  same  fate,  as  more  recent  ones 

{experienced  from  the  successors  of  th  >t  congress. 

-vould  require  a long  chapter  to  develope  the  utter  impolicy 
s tariff,  and  its  inauspicious  effects  on  the  industry  and  hap- 
fts  of  a large  portion  of  our  citizens,  and  on  the  national 
lierity.  My  limits  forbid  me  to  display  the  whole  of  its  de- 
ty.  I annex  one  further  view  of  it  : 

93,  the  amount  of  merchandize  imported  at 
( and  8 per  cent,  was  about 


ij  fhich  the  net  duty  was  about  - 


Sl5,328,OOOf 
Si, 200, 000 


'is  included  all  articles  of  clothing,  whether  cotton,  woollen, 
k,  (except  India  goods,  subject  to  twelve  and  a half  per 


et  duty  on  coffee  for  the  same  year  was  - Sl,226,724j: 


more  than  on  the  whole  of  the  clothing  of  the  nation. 

It  us  examine  how  this  might  have  been  arranged  for  the 
ftotion  of  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

lose  that  the  duty  on  coffee  had  been  reduced 
fas  to  raise  only 


‘"Debates  of  Congress,  I.  29. 
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And  that  the  duty  on  cotton  and  woollen  goods 
had  been  raised  to  20  per  cent.,  which  might 
have  reduced  the  importation  to  §8,500,000,  and 
produced  - 1,7 

§2,4 


which  is  nearly  the  aggregate  of  the  duties  stated. 

Or,  suppose  that  the  duty  on  coffee  had  remained  una 
and  on  cottons  and  woollens  been  increased  to  25  per  cent 
that  the  importations' had  been  diminished  to  5,000,000  < 
lars,  the  revenue  would  have  been  unimpaired. 

What  an  immense  difference  ! In  one  case,  nearly  7,0 
and  in  the  other  10,000,000  of  dollars  saved  to  the  coun 
Three  or  four  hundred  thousand  people  rendered  happ 
marke  t for  the  farmers  for  probably  6,000,000  lbs.  of  woo 
for  the  whole  of  the  cotton  then  raised  by  our  planters. 

But  it  is  a humiliating  truth,  that  very  few  of  our  stal 
have  ever  predicated  their  measures  on  national  views, 
are  almost  all  sectional.  They  do  not  fall  within  Rous 
description : — 

, “ It  belongs  to  the  real  statesman  to  elevate  his  views  in 
“ position  of  taxes , above  the  mere  object  of  finance,  and  to 
“ form  them  into  useful  regulations 

It  is  a melancholy  operation  for  a real  friend  to  the  h 
power,  resources,  and  happiness  of  the  united  states,  to  cc 
the  tariff  of  1789,  and  the  principles  on  which  it  is  pred 
with  the  preamble  to  a law  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
anno  1785,  four  years  before.  The  sound  policy,  the  fo; 
care  of  its  citizens,  and  of  the  resources  of  the  state  displa 
the  latter,  form  a strong  and  decisive  contrast  with  the  utl 
poliev  of  the  tariff. 

Sect.  i.  “ Whereas  divers  useful  and  beneficial  arts  and  mi 
“ tures  have  been  gradually  introduced  into  Pennsylvania,  a 
“ same  have  at  length  risen  to  a very  considerable  extent  and  | 
“ tion,  insomuch  that  during  the  Late  war  between  the  united  si 
“ America  and  Great  Britain,  when  the  importation  of  Europeat 
“ was  muck  interrupted , and  often  very  difficult  and  uncertain , 
“ tisans  and  mechanics  of  this  state,  were  able  to  supply  in  tht 
“ of  need , not  only  large  quantities  of  weapons  and  other  implc 
“ but  also  ammunition  and  clothing,  without  which  the  war  co 
“ have  been  carried  on,  whereby  their  oppressed  country  was  i 
“ assisted  and  relieved. 

Sect.  ii.  “ And  whereas,  although  the  fabrics  and  manufa 
“ of  Europe  and  other  foreign  parts , imported  into  this  cow 
“ times  of  peace,  may  be  afforded  at  cheaper  rates  than  they 
li  made  here,  yet  good  policy  and  a regard  to  the  well  being  of 
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! seful  and  industrious  citizens,  who  are  employed  in  the  making  of 
:\ke  goods  in  this  state , demand  of  us  that  moderate  duties  be  laid  on 
' °rtain  fabrics  and  manufactures  imported , which  do  most  interfere 
! ith,  and  which  (if  no  relief  be  given)  will  undermine  and  destroy 
rie  useful  manufactures  of  the  like  kind  in  this  country  : For  this 
1 urpose,”  &c.  &c. 

n December,  1791,  Alexander  Hamilton*  who  saw  the  errors 
>;he  tariff  of  the  two  preceding  years,  presented  congress  with 
i:  celebrated  Report  on  Manufactures,  the  most  perfect  and  lu- 
Gious  work  ever  published  on  the  subject.  It  embraces  all  the 
pat  principles  of  the  science  of  political  economy,  respecting 
It  portion  of  the  national  industry,  applied  to  manufactures* 
J is  admirably  calculated  to  advance  the  happiness  of  the  peo- 
! and  the  wealth,  power,  and  resources  of  nations.  It  more 
|ify  deserves  the  title  of  “ The  Wealth  of  Nations,”  than  the 
ehrated  work  that  bears  the  name. 

he  Report  swept  away,  bv  the  strongest  arguments,  all  the 
hsible  objections  on  which  the  paralizing  influence  of  the  ta- 
brested  for  support.  The  lucid  reasoning,  as  level  to  the 
ait  common  capacity,  as  to  the  most  profound  statesman,  is 
t enveloped  in  those  abstractions  and  metaphysical  subtleties 
rich  abound  in  most  of  the  books  on  this  subject,  and  which* 
h the  airy  spectres  of  the  dreamer,  elude  the  grasp  of  the 
i:d. 

annex  a few  of  those  grand  and  sublime  truths,  with  which 
I work  abounds,  and  which  bear  the  strongest  testimony 
gnst,  and  condemnation  of,  the  course  which  this  country  has 
Uiued. 

i The  substitution  of  foreign  for  domestic  manufactures,  is  a 
\kmsfer  to  foreign  nations  oj  the  advantages  of  machinery  in 
le  modes  in  zvhich  it  is  capable  of  being  employed  -with  most 
v.lity , and  to  the  greatest  extent?1* 
ow  many  millions  of  the  wealth  of  this  country  have  been 
N “ transferred  to  foreign  nations”  during  the  thirty  years  of 
ucareer  ! How  much  of  this  wealth  was  used  to  scourge  us 
t Washington,  on  the  frontiers  of  Canada,  and  in  the  Chesa« 
e::e  ! What  a lamentable  use  we  have  made  of  the  advantages 
i:h  heaven  has  lavished  on  us  ! 

The  establishment  of  manufactures  is  calculated  not  only  to 
Crease  the  general  stock  of  useful  and  productive  labour,  but 
een  to  improve  the  state  of  agriculture  in  particular ?’* 

'hat  a lesson  is  here  for  the  farmers  and  planters,  who  have 
a unhappily  excited  to  view  with  jealousy  and  hostility  those 
tens  who  contribute  so  largely  to  their  prosperity  l 
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“It  is  the  interest  of  the  community,  with  a view  to  eve 
“ and  permanent  economy , to  encourage  the  growth  of  mar 
“ tures.  In  a national  view,  a temporary  enhancement  of 
“ must  be  always  well  compensated  by  a permanent  redt 
“ of  it.”* 

“ ^ he  trade  ol  a country,  which  is  both  manufacturing 
“agricultural,  will  be  more  lucrative  and  prosperous  than  ti 
“ a country  which  is  merely  agricultural.”* 

“The  uniform  appearance  of  an  abundance  of  specie,  i 
“ concomitant  of  a flourishing  state  of  manufactures,  and  < 
“ reverse  where  they  do  not  prevail,  afford  a strong  presum 
“ of  their  favourable  operation  upon  the  wealth  of  a countn 
“ A ot  only  the  wealth,  but  the  indepen  ence  and  security 
“ country , appear  to  be  materially  connected  with  the prosf 
“ cf  manufactures.  Every  nation,  with  a view  to  these 
“ objects,  ought  to  endeavour  to  possess  within  itself  ail  tl 
“ sentials  of  national  supply.  These  comprise  the  means  ol 
“ sistence,  habitation,  clothing,  and  defence.”* 

“ Considering  a monopoly  of  the  domestic  market  to  its 
“ manufactures  as  the  reigning  policy  of  manufacturing  nai 
“ a similar  policy  on  the  part  of  the  united  states,  in  every  pi 
“ instance,  is  dictated,  it  might  almost  be  said  oy  the  print 
“ °f  distributive  justice' — certainly  by  the  duty  of  securing  to 
“ Own  citizens  a r<-c. ' procity  of  advantages.”* 

jVIr.  Hamilton,  however,  displayed  an  extreme  degree  < 
consistency.  Notwithstanding  the  conclusive  and  irresi; 
arguments  of  his  report,  in  favour  of  a decided  protecti 
manufactures,  and  notw  ithstanding  the  failure  of  many  pr< 
ing  efforts  at  their  establishment,  in  consequence  of  the  di 
of  goods  poured  into  the  market,  instead  of  recommendir 
adequate  enhancement  of  duties  to  supply  some  deficien 
revenue  in  179  >,  he  submitted  a plan  for  an  excise  on  spiril 
liquors,  w hich  was  one  of  the  most  universally  odious  am 
popular  measures  that  could  be  devised.  It  excited  the  we 
insurrection ; thereby  tarnished  the  character  of  the  cour 
and  jeopardized  the  government  in  its  infancy. 

However  strong  the  arguments  may  be  in  favour  of  an  e: 
on  spirits,  in  a moral  point  of  view,  it  was,  under  existing 
cumstances,  extremely  impolitic.  For  the  paltry  amount  r; 
from  it  lor  a considerable  time  after  its  adoption,  it  wa: 
worth  while  to  incur  the  disaffection  of  the  citizens.  Th 
ceipts  for  the  first  four  years  were — 
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I 1792 

1793 

1794 

1795 


g 208,942 
337.705 
274,089 
337,755 


Hour  years 


\verage 


g 1,158,491* 


g289,6*2 


I 

i Vhat  a miserable  sum  as  a set-off  against  the  oppression  and 
Ration  of  an  excise — and  the  insurrection  it  excited  ! How 
mlculably  sounder  policy  it  would  have  been,  to  have  increas- 

6:he  duties  on  manufactured  articles,  which  would  not  only 
e answered  the  purpose  of  meeting  the  additional  demands 
the  treasury,  and  given  a spring  to  the  industry  of  our  citi- 
es ; but  made  an  important  addition  to  the  wealth,  power  and 
(Sources  of  the  nation  ! 

die  importations  subject  to  five  and  seven  and  a half  per 
It.  duty — 


n 179.2  amounted  to 

3.  at  7i  and  8 

4,  at  73  and  10 
'5,  at  10 

i Four  years, 


g 1 6,221, OOOf 

14.966.000 

- 17,700,000 

16.447.000 

- g 65,334,000 


■Two  per  cent,  on  this  sum  would  have  been  g 1,306,620 
(annual  average  -----  g 326,655 


I 

#Lch  exceeds  the  net  revenue  arising  from  the  excise,  and  with 
wrcely  a dollar  additional  expense  in  the  collection. 

A variety  of  circumstances  combined  to  rescue  the  united 
t:es  from  the  ruinous  consequences  that  would  otherwise  have 
■urallv  flowed  from  the  impolicy  of  the  tariffs  of  1789,  1790, 
tt  1804  ; of  which,  as  I have  already  stated,  the  obvious  ten- 
Jncv  was  to  afford  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe,  nearly 
lithe  advantages  they  could  have  derived  from  this  country  in 
t colonial  state. 

"he  provision  in  1790,  for  funding  the  debt  of  the  united 
it :e s , threw  into  circulation  an  immense  capital,  which  gave  life 
ill  activity  to  business.  The  establishment,  about  the  same 
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time,  of  the  bank  of  the  united  states,  afforded  additional  f 
ties  to  trade  and  commerce.  And  the  wars  of  the  Frenc 
volution  opened  a market  for  the  productions  of  ouragricu 
in  many  instances  at  most  exorbitant  prices  ; for  instance, 
sionally  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  per  barrel  for  flour  i 
West  Indies,  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  other  articles  in  pn 
tion.  We  were  thus  enabled  to  pay  for  the  extravagant  qi 
ties  of  manufactures  which  we  consumed,  and  with  whic 
could  and  ought  to  have  supplied  ourselves. 

The  dreadful  scenes  in  St.  Domingo  brought  immense  w 
into  this  country  with  the  emigrants  who  purchased  safei 
flight  from  their  paternal  estates  and  their  native  land. 

For  a considerable  time,  moreover,  we  were  almost  the 
carriers  of  the  colonial  produce  of  the  enemies  of  Great  Br: 
as  her  fleets  were  in  full  possession  of  the  seas,  and  there  wi 
safety  for  the  vessels  of  those  powers  in  hostility  with  her. 

But  it  was  obvious  that  this  system  rested  the  prosperity  o 
nation  on  the  sandy  foundation  of  the  wars,  desolation  and  r 
ry  of  our  fellow  men.  And  as  it  was  not  probable  that 
would  continue  to  cut  each  other’s  throats  to  promote  our 
fare,  a close  of  this  dazzling  scene  was  to  be  expected,  for  w 
sound  policy  required  provision  to  be  made.  But  this  dutj 
totally  neglected.  We  proceeded  as  if  this  state  of  affairs 
to  last  for  ever.  At  length  we  were  abruptly  cut  off  frorr 
markets  of  F.urope.  and  then  a new  order  of  things  arose,  to 
pel  the  lamentable  delusion. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Memorials  to  congress.  Deceptions  report.  List  of  Expt 
'Tariff' of  1 804.  Wonderful  omission.  Immense  importatioi 
cotton  and  woollen  goods.  Exportations  of  cotton. 

In  the  years  1802,  3,  and  4,  memorials  were  presented  to  < 
gress  from  almost  every  description  of  manufacturers,  praj 
for  further  protection.  In  the  two  first  years  they  were  trei 
with  utter  slight,  and  nothing  was  done  whatever. 

In  1804,  the  committee  on  commerce  and  manufactures  m 
a very  superficial  report,  from  which  I submit  the  following 
tract,  as  a specimen  of  the  sagacity  of  its  authors. 

“ There  may  be  some  danger  in  refusing  to  admit  the  ma 
“ factures  of  foreign  countries  ; for  by  the  adoption  of  sue 
“ measure,  we  should  have  no  market  abroad,  and  indus 
<l  would  lose  one  of  its  chief  incentives  at  home.” 
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This  paragraph  is  superlatively  absurd,  and  indeed  more  than 
usurd  : it  is  wicked.  In  order  to  defeat  the  object  of  the  me- 
nrialists,  it  assumes  for  them  requisitions  which  they  did  not 
catemplate,  and  which  of  course  their  memorials  did  not  war- 
nt.  No  soundman  in  the  united  states  ever  contemplated  the 
t :al  “ exclusion  of  foreign  manufactures .”  It  was  merely  re- 
cested  that  the  memorialists  should  not  themselves  be  “ exclu- 
Cil ” from  the  domestic  market  by  foreign  rivals — and  that  the 
i:lustry  of  our  citizens  should  be  so  far  protected,  that  they 
nght  be  enabled  to  supply  a portion  of  the  thirty  millions  of 
d.lars,  principally  of  clothing,  imported  that  year. 

But  admitting  for  a moment,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  that 
fieign  manufactures  had  been  excluded,  who  could  persuade 
hnself,  that  we  should  therefore  “ have  no  market  abroad  for 
or  produce  ?”  War  at  that  time  raged  in  almost  every  part  of 
firope,  and  the  West  Indies:  and  those  who  purchased  ourpro- 
jlce,  had  at  least  as  powerful  reasons  to  purchase  as  we  had  to 
til.  The  inhabitants  of  an  island  in  danger  of  starvation  would 

(per  more  from  being  deprived  of  supplies,  than  the  producers 
i the  privation  of  a market. 

To  evince  the  futility  of  the  ground  assumed  in  the  report,  I 
anex  a list  of  some-of  the  great  leading  articles  exported  in  that 


j?  ir : — 

. Flour  - . 

barrels 

810,000 

(Indian  corn  - 

- bushels 

1,944,873 

Beef  - 

barrels 

134,896 

i Indian  meal  - 

- barrels 

111,327 

Hams  - 

pounds 

1,904,284 

Butter  - - - - 

- pounds 

2,476,550 

Cheese  - - - 

pounds 

1,299,872 

Lard  - 

- pounds 

2,565,719 

f Candles  - 

pounds 

2,239,356 

r Cotton  - 

- pounds 

35,034,175 

Tar  .... 

barrels 

58,181 

i Turpentine  - 

- barrels 

77,827 

i Staves  and  heading 

feet 

34,614,000 

i Boards,  plank  and  scantling 

- feet  76,000,000* 

These,  gentle  reader,  are  the  kinds  of  produce,  which  the  fra- 
Drs  of  this  very  profound  report  were  fearful  “ wouldnothave  a 
Dirket,”  if  “ foreign  merchandize  was  excluded.”  Such  are  the 
diplays  of  wisdom  and  political  economy  made  to  the  legislature 
the  most  enlightened  nation  in  the  world.” 

This  subject  deserves  to  be  further  analyzed.  To  reduce  it 


* Seybwrt,  110. 
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to  plain  English,  it  means,  that,  if  the  united  states  laid  1 
duties,  say  10,  15,  20  or  25  per  cent,  on  silks,  sattins,  sf 
broadcloths,  linens,  &c.  or  prohibited  East  India  cotton  g 
the  people  of  the  West  Indies  would  refuse  to  purchase  our 
her — the  Manchester  manufacturers  our  cotton — and  the 
ernments  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  our  flour,  Indian  meal, 
Such  views  of  political  economy  cannot  fail  to  excite  a hig 
gree  of  astonishment  at  their  absurdity. 

In  the  year  1804.  the  demands  of  the  treasury  had  great 
creased  by  an  augmentation  of  expenditure,  and  by  the  g 5 
00O  of  debt  funded  for  the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  This  rt 
ed  an  increase  of  duties.  But  the  same  impolicy  and  negl 
affording  adequate  protection  to  the  productive  industry  o 
country  that  prevailed  in  the  former  tariffs,  appear  in  tl 
this  year. 

The  old  system  was  cor  :iued,  of  raising  as  large  a porti 
possible  of  the  impost  on  articles  not  interfering  with  our 
ufactures,  and  laying  duties  comparatively  light  on  rnan 
tures.  Accordingly  the  duties  on  teas,  wines,  coffee,  sugai 
were  raised  with  an  intrepidity  that  bid  defiance  to  the  f< 
smuggling. 


1804. 

Cost. 

Cents. 

thity. 

Cents. 

Per  cent. 

Bohea  tea,  per  lb. 

14 

12 

85 

Souchong  do.  ... 

41 

18 

44 

Hyson  do.  ... 

56 

32 

57 

Hvson  skin  do.  ... 

24 

20 

83 

Imperial  do.  ... 

75 

32 

40 

Lisbon  wine  per  gallon  - 

80 

30 

3 7$ 

London  market  Madeira,  do. 

160 

58 

36 

Coffee,  per  lb. 

15 

5 

33 

While  these  articles  were  dutied  thus  high,  cotton  and  \ 
len  goods,  which  formed  the  great  mass  of  the  clothing  of 
country,  wrere  subject  to  only  fifteen  per  cent.,  which  in  th< 
proved  state  of  the  machinery  of  Great  Britain,  and,  so  f 
respects  cotton,  the  low  price  of  labour  in  the  East  Indies, 
so  wholly  inadequate  for  protection,  that  very  few  atte 
were  made  to  establish  them  on  an  extensive  scale,  and  thu 
nation  was  drained  of  immense  sums,  for  articles  of  whi 
could  have  supplied  a superabundance. 

It  is  a remarkable  and  most  extraordinary  fact,  and  sci 
ly  credible,  that  woollen  goods  were  never  mentioned  in  thi 
rijf , before  1816,  when  the  government  had  been  in  op 
tion  27  years  ! They  were  passed  over,  and  fell  w'ithin 
class  of  non-enumerated  articles.  It  is  impossible  to  reflec 
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:1s  fact,  without  astonishment,  and  a conviction  that  there  ne- 
v " was  adequate  attention  bestowed  on  the  concoction  of  the  ta- 
ri',  which,  while  it  was  silent  respecting  those  important  articles, 
dicended  to  the  enumeration  of  artificial  flowers,  cosmetics, 
bcks  and  tiles,  dentifrice,  dates,  dolls,  essences,  fans,  fringes, 
g e,  tassels  and  trimmings,  limes  and  lemons,  mittens,  gloves, 
pvders,  pastes,  washes,  tinctures,  plums,  prunes,  toys,  wafers, 
S.  &c. 


rks  few  persons  are  aware  of  the  extravagant  extent  of  the  im- 
Irtations  of  clothing,  I annex  the  amount  for  five  years,  of  ar- 
ises subject  to  15  per  cent,  duty,  of  which  about  nine-tenths 
fire  cotton  and  woollen  goods. 


f 1804 

11805 
1806 
1807 

I 1808 


I The  re-exportation  of  articles  of  the 
Iscription  for  these  years,  was- — 

1804  . 

1805 

1806  .... 

1807  . . .-  y . 

| 1808 


$30,285,267 

37,137,598 

43,115,367 

46,031,742 

23,780,758 


$180,350,732* 


same 


$ 000,000 
1,587,801 
2,075,601 
2,197,383 
, 755,085 


6,615,870j 


Balance  . ...  173,737,862 

Deduct  for  sundries,  say  ten  per  cent.  . 17,373,786 


Cotton  and  woollen  goods  consumed  in  five 

years,  ....  $156,364,076 


Had  the  duty  been  twenty-five  per  cent.,  and  the  imports 
i ’0,000,000,  the  revenue  would  have  gained,  and  there  would 
|.ve  been  an  immense  saving  to  the  nation  of  above  5 0,000,000 
< dollars  in  four  years  ! When  will  statesmen  leaffi  the 
jand  secret  of  “ transforming  taxes  into  useful  regulations T’> 


* Sevhert.  164. 


f Id«m,  page  222- 
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During  these  five  years,  we  exported  of  raw  cotton — 


1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1 808 


lbs.  35, 01 


38,31 

35,6' 

63,9- 

10,6; 


lbs.  183,6* 


Although  we  supplied  Great  Britain  with  more  than  a 
of  the  cotton  she  used,  so  little  protection  was  afforded 
manufacture  of  the  article  here,  that  in  the  year  1805,  ou: 
sumption  was  only  1000  hags  ; whereas,  had  the  fosterinj 
of  the  government  been  extended  to  it,  we  might  have 
100,000.  And  this  all-important  manufacture,  for  whic 
country  is  so  peculiarly  fitted  by  its  capacity  of  producii 
raw  material  to  any  extent  ; its  boundless  water  power;  i 
mirable  machinery  ; and  the  skill  of  its  citizens,  never  tool 
here  until  the  non-intercourse  and  other  restrictive  mea 
affording*  our  citizens  a fair  chance  in  their  own  market, 
were  encouraged  to  turn  their  attention,  and  devote  their  t 
and  capital  to  this  grand  object.  In  five  years,  that  is,  in 
merely  through  this  encouragement,  the  consumption  incr 
tenfold,  to  10,000  bales,  or  3 000, 000  lbs.  In  five  more,  in  c 
quence  of  the  war,  it  rose  to  90,00  • bales,  or  27, 000,00< 
This  affords  a clear  and  decisive  proof  that  nothing  but  as 
policy  was  necessary  to  have  brought  it  early  to  perfecl 
turity- 

There  is  not  perhaps  in  history  a greater  instance  of 
impolicy  and  disregard  of  the  maxims  of  all  profound  states 
or  of  the  solid  and  substantial  interests  of  a nation,  thai 
most  lamenta  .le  fact  exhibits.  An  inexhaustible  source  < 
tional  wealth,  power,  and  resources,  and  of  individual  happi 
was  bestowed  on  us  by  heaven,  and  prodigally  lavished  s 
in  favour  of  foreign  nations,  who  made  use  of  the  wealth 
absurdly  bestowed,  to  jeopardize  our  independence  ; — i 
the  absurd  idea,  that  as  we  had  so  many  millions  of  acr 
back  lands  uncultivated,  we  ought  not  to  encourage  man 
tures  ! ! Ineffable  delusion  ! As  if  the  thousands  of  men  brc 
up  to  cotton  weaving,  who,  under  proper  encouragement,  w 
have  migrated  to  this  country,  could  be  immediately  transf 
ed  into  oack  country  farmers,  and  induced  to  encounter  al 
horrors  of  clearing  the  wilderness  ! And  as  if  the  vast  i 
bers  of  old  men,  of  women,  and  children,  who  might  be 
advantageously  employed  for  themselves  and  for  the  natic 
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h branch,  were. in  any  degree  calculated  for  a country  life, 
' n under  its  most  inviting  form ! 


CHAPTER  V. 

m' 

O'laration  of  war.  Blankets  for  Indians.  Disgraceful  situa- 
ion  of  the  united  states.  Governor  Gerry.  Sufferings  of  the 
-rmy.  Rapid  progress  of  national  industry. 

>n  the  18th  of  June,  1812,  war  was  declared  against  Great 
brain.  This  event  placed  the  ruinous  and  deplorable  policy 
f ur  government,  on  the  subject  of  its  manufactures,  in  a gla- 
ir point  of  light.  With  raw  materials  in  abundance,  skill,  en- 
e:rize,  industry,  water  power,  and  capital  to  the  utmost  ex- 
ei,to  secure  a full  supply  for  nearly  all  our  wants,  we  had,  in 
fance  of  the  soundest  maxims  of  policy,  absurdly  depended  on 
V ign  nations  for  a great  variety  of  necessary  articles,  and  even, 
b shame  ! for  our  clothing , than  which  the  mind  of  man  can  hard - 
•tmceive  of  more  utter  want  of  policy. 

io  consequence  of  this  miserable  svstem,  at  the  commence- 
let  of  the  war,  the  nation  suffered  the  disgrace  of  a regular 
toosition  being  offered  to  congress  by  the  secretary  at  war,  to 
ktend  the  non-importation  act  for  the  purpose  of  importing  a 
fl ply  of  five  or  six  thousand  blankets  for  the  Indians , for  whom 
••department  had  not  been  able  to  make  provision  ! and  who 
a,  of  course  become  clamorous  at  the  disappointment ! This 
’fencholy  tale  will  hardly  find  credence.  It  is,  nevertheless, 
l|edly  true  ; and  if  dear-bought  experience  were  of  any  avail 
ifie  regulation  of  the  affairs  of  nations,  this  simple  fact  would 
e:n  invaluable  lesson  to  our  statesmen,  to  warn  them  against 
Hrock  of  depending  on  foreign  nations  for  supplies  of  clothing 
»i  other  necessary  articles  while  they  have  the  raw  materials 
•l  talents  provided  at  home.  But,  alas!  to  the  incalculable 
ijry  of  the  nation,  this  admonitary  lesson  was  wholly  disre- 
•ied  in  1816,  as  will  appear  in  the  sequel. 

I he  good  old  governor  of  Massachusetts,  Elbridge  Gerry, 
:ldeep  distress  at  the  bitter  draught  of  the  dregs  of  the  cha- 
c of  humiliation  swallowed  at  this  crisis  by  the  government 
f le  united  states,  and  brought  the  affair  before  the  legislature 
f lat  state. 

It  being  officially  announced,  that  the  Indians  complain  they 
ennot  receive  the  usual  supplies  of  goods,  by  reason  of  the 
r n-importation  act,  and  that  they  were  not  to  be  purchased 
vthin  the  united  states  : 
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“ I submit  to  your  consideration,  whether  it  is  not  incum 
“ on  this  state,  to  use  the  means  in  its  power  for  enabling 
“ national  government  to  rise  superior  to  such  a humiliating 

cumstance  ! In  the  year  1775,  when  our  war  with  Great 
“ tain  commenced,  and  when,  immediately  preceding  it,  a 
“ importation  act  had  been  strictly  carried  into  effect,  the 
“of  Massachusetts  apportioned  on  their  towns,  respectivel 
“ be  manufactured  by  them,  articles  of  clothing  wanted  for 
“ proportion  of  the  army,  which  besieged  Boston  ; fixed  the 
“ ces  and  qualities  of  those  articles  ; and  they  were  duly  sup] 
“ within  a short  period. 

“ Thus,  before  we  had  arrived  at  the  threshold  of  inde 
“dence,  and  when  we  were  in  an  exhausted  state,  by  the  an 
“ dent,  voluntary,  and  patriotic  sacrifice  of  our  commerce 
“ tween  thirteen  and  fourteen  thousand  cloth  coats  were  mam 
“ tured,  made  and  delivered  into  our  magazine,  within  a 
“ months  from  the  date  of  the  resolve  ivhich  frst  communu 
“ the  requisition. 

“ Thirty  six  years  have  since  elapsed,  during  twenty-nil 
“ which  we  have  enjoyed  peace  and  prosperity,  and  have  inci 
“ ed  in  numbers,  manufactures,  wealth  and  resources,  be; 
“ the  most  sanguine  expectations. 

“ All  branches  of  this  government  have  declared  their  opii 
“ and  I conceive  on  the  most  solid  principle,  that  as  a natio 
“ are  independent  of  anv  other,  for  the  necessaries,  convenie 
“ and  for  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

“ Let  us  not,  then,  at  this  critical  period,  admit  any  obs 
“ tion  which  we  have  power  to  remove,  to  discourage  oi 
“ tard  the  national  exertions  for  asserting  and  maintaining 
“ rights  ; and  above  all.  let  us  convince  Great  Britain  tha 
“ can  and  will  be  independent  of  her  for  every  articl 
“ commerce,  whilst  she  continues  to  be  the  ostensible  fri 
“ but  the  implacable  foe  of  our  prosperity,  government,  ui 
“ and  independence.” 

What  a melancholy  difference  between  the  two  epochs,  1 
and  1812  ! Strength  and  vigour  in  youth — feebleness  anc 
cay  in  manhood ! What  lamentable  havoc  of  national  resoi 
in  the  interim  ! 

Mr.  Gerry  says,  “ as  a nation  we  are  independent  of  every 
cr .”  This  is  a most  egregious  error.  “ As  a nation ,”  e: 
of  resources  considered,  there  was  not  then,  nor  is  there  nc 
more  dependent  people,  perhaps,  in  the  world.  In  our  t( 
and  cities,  one-half  of  our  population,  males  and  females 
covered  with  the  fabrics  and  in  the  fashions  of  foreign  nat 
He  should  have  said,  “ we  may  and  ought  to  be  independent 
Two  or  three  small  tvords  make  an  immense  difference. 
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fany  thing  could  add  to  the  mortification  and  regret  which 
h.  circumstance  must  excite,  it  is,  that  the  quantity  of  wool 
hared  in  1810  was  estimated  at  13  or  14,000,000  lbs.,  and  in 
62,  at  20  or  22,000,000  and  that  various  promising  attempts 
ostablishthe  woollen  manufacture,  had  been  made  at  different 
* ods,  and  in  various  parts  of  the  union,  during  the  preceding 
*rs,  which,  for  want  of  protec- tion,  had  failed  of  success. 

Jext  to  the  waste  of  the  immense  advantages  we  possess  for 

t manufacture  of  cotton,  is  to  be  lamented  the  impolitic  and 
larable  destruction  of  merino  sheep,  of  which  we  had  to  the 
®ie  of  about  one  million  of  dollars,  -which  government,  by  an 
•rease  of  duty  on  woollens,  might  have  easily  preserved.  The 
trast  between  our  abandonment  of  them,  and  the  great  pains 
l:n,  and  expense  incurred,  by  different  nations  to  possess 
nselves  of  this  treasure,  is  strong  and  striking, 
lundreds  of  our  ill-fated  soldiers,  it  is  said,  perished  for  want 
iomfortable  clothing  in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  when  expos- 
;o  the  inhospitable  climate  of  Canada. f 

’he  war  found  us  destitute  of  the  means  of  supplying  our- 
res,  not  merely  with  blankets  for  our  soldiers,  but  a vast  va- 
y of  other  articles  necessary  for  our  ease  and  comfort,  of 
ch  the  prices  were  accordingly  raised  extravagantly  by 
importers.  Our  citizens,  and  among  them  numbers  of  our 
imercial  men,  entered  on  the  business  of  manufactures  with 
at  energy  and  enterprize  ; invested  in  them  many  millions  of 
ital ; and  having,  during  the  thirty  months  in  which  the  war 
tinued,  the  domestic  market  secured  to  them,  they  succeeded 
iderfully. 

fever  was  there  a prouder  display  of  the  (I  had  almost  said) 
tipotence  of  industry,  than  was  afforded  on  this  occasion.  It 
lishes  an  eternal  lesson  to  statesmen.  Our  citizens  exhibit- 
i spectacle  perhaps  without  precedent.  Unaided  by  the  ex- 
diture  of  a single  dollar  by  our  government , they  attained  in 
1 or  three  years,  a degree  of  maturity  in  manufactures,  which 
uired  centuries  in  England,  France,  Prussia,  &c.,  and  cost 
;r  monarchs  enormous  sums  in  the  shape  of  bounties,  premi- 
s,  drawbacks,  with  the  fostering  aid  of  privileges,  and  immu- 
es  bestowed  on  the  undertakers.  The  supply  became  cora- 
rsurate  with  the  demand  ; and  full  confidence  was  entertained 
it  the  government  and  nation,  to  whose  aid  they  came  forward 
ime  of  need,  would  not  abandon  them  to  destruction,  after 
purposes  of  the  moment  were  answered.  Fatal  delusion  ! 

H 

i Tench  Coxe’s  Tables,  preface,  pag-e  xili. 

I have  heard  a story,  which  I have  reason  to  believe  to  be  true,  but  for  which 
lever,  I do  not  vouch,  that  the  capture  of  Amelia  Island,  by  Governor  Mitchell, 
« ordered  by  government  with  a view  to  provide  blankets  for  our  suffering 
> err 


42 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BllANCH. 


Our  exports  for  1813  and  1814,  were  only  about  3 1,000, C 
dollars,  or  15,500,000  per  annum.  Hostile  fleets  and  ai 
desolated  those  parts  of  the  country  to  which  they  had  acce 
Yet  the  nation  made  rapid  strides  in  prosperity  by  the  ere 
powers  of  industry-  Every  man  was  employed,  and  every 
fully  recompensed  for  his  labours.  It  mav,  however,  be  su| 
ed  that  the  farmers  suffered  heavily  by  the  exclusion  of  their 
ductions  from  foreign  markets.  The  fact  is  otherwise.  I 
the  prices  of  three  articles,  flour,  beef,  and  hemp,  in  the  I 
delphia  market,  in  proof  of  this  assertion.  Other  articles 
manded  proportionable  prices. 


Flour 

per  barrel. 

Beef 

per  barrel. 

Hemp 
per  ton 

1813.  Aug.  23 

§8  25 

§15  50 

§210 

Nov.  22  - 

10  00 

15  50 

210 

1814.  Jan.  31 

8 00 

13  50 

275 

July  4*  - 

6 86 

17  00 

250 

Dec.  5 

8 37 

IP  00 

250 

What  a contrast  at  present  ! 
In  1816 

1817 

1818 


W e have  exported — 

§64, 78* 
68,331 
73,85* 


Average 


§206,991 

§68,991 


That  is,  above  four  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  in  181; 
1814 — and  a premature  decay  has  nevertheless  been  ra 
gaining  ground  on  the  nation  by  the  prostration  of  its  indui 
What  an  important  volume  of  political  economy  ! How  r 
more  instructive  than  Condorcet.  Smith,  Say,  Ricardo,  an< 
whole  school  of  economists  of  this  class  ! 

I am  aware  that  from  local  circumstances,  cotton  and  i 
other  articles  were  at  reduced  prices  at  the  places  of  prodm 
during  the  war,  from  the  difficulty  and  expense  of  transporta 
The  fall  of  cotton  was  a natural  consequence  of  the  impoli< 
the  planters  in  not  having  previously  secured  themselves  s 
mestic  market. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  a statement  of  the  great  advt 
ment  made  ; and  prove  that  our  citizens  do  not  require  hall 
patronage  of  government,  which  is  afforded  by  England,  Fr; 
Austria  and  Russia,  to  enable  them  to  enter  into  compel 
with  the  wrhole  world. 

* Specie  payments  were  continued  till  August  1814. 
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ate  of  the  cotton  manufacture  rvithin  thirty  miles  of  Providence, 
R.  I.  in  1815,  extracted from  a memorial  to  congress. 

■ Cotton  manufactories  ....  140 

• Containing  in  actual  operation  - spindles  130,'  00 
f Using  annually  . _ . bales  of  cotton  29,000 

Producing  yards  of  the  kinds  of  cotton  goods 
1 usually  made  ....  27,840,000 

The  weaving  of  which,  at  eight  cents  per  yard, 

' amounts  to  ...  82, 227, 200 

i Total  value  of  the  cloth  . . . S6,000,<;00 

Persons  steadily  employed  . . . 26,000 


we  of  the  cotton  manufacture  throughout  the  united  states  in 

181 5. from  a report  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
ictures. 

Capital  . ...  - g40,000,000 

Males  employed,  from  the  age  of  seventeen  and 
upwards  ...<..  10,000 

-Women  and  female  children  . . 66, 000 

Boys,  under  seventeen  years  of  age  . . 24,000 

[[  Wages  of  one  hundred  thousand  persons,  aver- 
aging SloO  each  . . . 815,000,000 

■Cotton  wool  manufactured,  ninety  thousand 
* bales,  amounting  to  lbs.  . . 27,000,000 

■Number  of  yards  of  cotton  of  various  kinds,  81,OfX),000 
"Cost,  per  yard,  averaging  30  cents  . 824,300,000 


fie  of  the  zvoollen  manufacture  throughout  the  united  states , in 
1815,  from  the  same. 

mount  of  capital  supposed  to  be  invested  in 
buildings,  machinery,  &c.  . . 812,000,000 

'Value  of  raw  material  consumed  8 
annually  . . . 7,000,000 

increase  of  value  by  manufac- 
turing . . . 12,000,000 


‘Value  of  woollen  goods  manufactured  annu- 
i ally  .....  819,000,000 


t 


Sfumberof  persons  em 


constantly 

occasionallv 

J 


50,000 

50,000 


100,000 

I the  city  and  neighbourhood  of  Philadelphia,  there  were 
ijoyed  in  1815 — 
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In  the  cotton  branch 
In  the  woollen 
In  iron  castings 
In  paper  making 
In  smithery 

The  value  of  the  manufactures  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
in  1815  employed  i960  persons,  was  2,617,833  dollars, 
every  part  of  the  country  displayed  a similar  state  of  pros: 
How  deplorable  a contrast  our  present  situation  exhibits  ! 


2325  pe 
1226  d 
1152  d 
950  d 
750  d 


CHAPTER  VI. 

State  of  the  country  at  the  close  of  the  roar.  Pernicious 
quences  to  the  manufacturers , of  the  repeal  of  the  double 
and  the  enormous  influx  of  foreign  merchandize.  Mr.  E 
tariff.  Rates  reduced  ten , twenty , and  thirty  per  cent. 

The  war  was  closed  under  the  most  favourable  au 
The  country  was  every  where  prosperous.  Inestimable 
and  woollen  manufacturing  establishments,  in  which 
50,000,000  of  dollars  were  invested,  exclusive  of  a ver; 
variety  of  other  descriptions,  were  spread  over  the  face 
land,  and  were  diffusing  happiness  among  thousands  of 
trious  people.  No  man,  woman,  or  child,  able  and  wil 
work,  was  unemployed.  With  almost  every  possible  var 
soil  and  climate— and  likewise  with  the  three  greatest  sta 
the  world — cotton,  wool,  and  iron — the  first  to  an  exter 
mensurate  with  our  utmost  wants,  and  a capacity  to  prod 
other  two  to  the  same  extent — a sound  policy  would  ha 
dered  us  more  independent  probably  of  foreign  supplies, 
the  comforts  of  life,  than  any  other  nation  whatever. 

Peace,  nevertheless,  was  fraught  with  destruction  to  tl* 
and  happiness  of  a considerable  portion  of  the  manufac 
The  double  duties  had  been  imposed  with  a limitation  to  o 
after  the  close  of  the  war.  And  a tariff  as  a substitute  w 
pared  by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  with  duties  fixed 
minimum  rates  which  he  thought  calculated  to  affoi 
tection  to  our  manufacturing  establishments.  On  many 
these  rates  were  insufficient.  Yet  had  his  tariff  been  a< 
it  would  probably  have  saved  the  country  forty  or  fifty  n 
of  dollars — and  prevented  a large  portion  of  the  deep  < 
that  pervades  the  land,  and  which  is  driving  legislative 
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5 he  desperate  measure  of  suspending  the  course  of  justice.* 

If:  a deep-rooted  jealousy  of  manufacturers  was  entertained  by 
ahy  of  the  members  of  congress,  on  the  ground  of  imputed  ( 
portion  during  the  war.f  The  old  hacknied  themes  of  “ tax- 
■ g the  many  for  the  benefit  of  the  few” — the  country  not  be- 
u ripe  for  manufactures — wages  being  too  high— the  imraen- 
of  our  back  lands,  &c.  &c.  &c.  were  still  regarded  as  un- 
Bverable  arguments.  In  consequence  of  the  combined  ope- 
ton  of  these  causes,  the  rates  proposed  by  Mr.  Dallas,  were 
e iced  on  most  of  the  leading  articles  ten,  fifteen,  and  in  some 
a‘s  thirty  per  cent.  Every  per  cent,  reduced  was  regarded 

Enany  of  the  members  as  so  much  clear  gain  to  the  country. 

te  of  them  appeared  to  consider  manufacturers  as  a sort  of 
omon  enemy ,j;  with  whom  no  terms  ought  to  be  observed; 
fi  there  was  no  small  number  who  were  disciples  of  colonel 
fclor,  of  Caroline  county,  Va.||  who  holds  the  broad,  unquali- 
: doctrine,  that  every  dollar  paid  as  duty  or  bounty  to  encou- 
t manufactures,  is  a dollar  ‘‘  robbed  out  of  the  pockets  of  the 
xners  and  planters!”  Wonderful  statesman!  Profound 
cy  ! How  all  the  Sully s,  and  Colberts,  and  Frederics  of 
lope  must  u hide  their  diminished  heads”  when  their  practice 
it  in  contrast  with  this  grand  system  of  political  economy  ! 
o convey  a correct  idea  of  the  spirit  that  prevailed  in  that 
gress  towards  their  manufacturing  fellow  citizens,  I annex  a 

Ideasures  of  this  description  have  been  adopted,  by  five  or  six  states. 

The  reader  is  earnestly  requested  to  peruse  the  13th  chapter  of  this  small 
i,  for  a thorough  examination  of  this  senseless  and  unjust  calumny. 
Ix-Governor  Wright,  of  Maryland,  was  among  the  most  violent  of  the  mem- 
! His  jealousy  and  hostility  were  without  the  least  disguise,  and  were'  car- 
ito  an  extent  hardly  credible.  A motion  for  a reduction  of  the  duty  on  cot> 
ihaving  failed,  he  attempted  to  have  it  re-considered — on  the  ground  that 
I of  the  members  who  voted  in  the  majority,  were  concerned  in  the  cotton 
lfaeture ! 

solonel  Taylor  is,  I believe,  a tobacco  planter — and  has  never,  in  any  of  Iris 
uible  works,  raised  Ins  voice  against  the  extravagant  duties  on  snuff  and 
ufactured  tobacco.  On  this  tender  topic  he  is  silent  as  the  grave.  Yet  a 
iter  on  it  would  have  come  from  him  with  great  propriety.  It  is  a subject 
■ which  he  ought  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted.  1 venture  to  hint,  that  lie 
Sit  with  great  advantage  read  the  instructive  fable  of  the  lawyer’s  goring  bull, 
|h,  with  a suitable  commentary  on  snuff  and  tobacco  duties,  might  be  very 
: prefixed  as  part  of  the  prolegomena  to  some  of  the  amusing  chapters  of  his 
■or.  It  may  not  be  amiss,  likewise,  to  whisper  gently  in  his  ear,  that  even  to- 
rn in  the  leaf  is  subject  to  fifteen  per  cent,  which  is  exactly  the  same  duty  as 
: imposed  on  silks,  linens,  clocks,  brazing  copper,  gold  leaf,  hair  powder, 
fed  books,  prints,  slates,  starch,  stuff  and  worsted  shoes,  sealing  wax,  thread 
: rings,  &c.  &c.  Who,  then,  can  reflect  without  astonishment,  that  tins  gen- 
ean  and  Mr.  Garnett  take  a lead  in  the  opposition  to  the  protection  of  manu- 
Kires,  although  the  rude  produce  of  their  own  state  is  protected  by  tile  same 
u as  the  above  finished  manufactures ! After  this,  we  may  well  ask,  with 
Element,  « what  next  ?”  He  it  what  it  mav,  it  cannot  surprise  us. 

7 
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statement  of  various  articles,  with  the  duties  as  reported  V 
Dallas,  and  as  finally  adopted: — 


ARTICLES. 


Mr.  Dallas’s  Tariffs 
proposed  Tariff. 


Blank  books 

Bridles 

Brass  ware  - 

Brushes  - - 

Cotton  manufactures  of  all  sorts 
(Those  below  25  cents  per  square  yard,  to 
at  25  cents.) 

Cotton  stockings  .... 

China  ware  - - 

Cabinet  ware  - 

Carnages  of  all  descriptions 

Canes  - - ... 

Clothing,  ready  made  - 

Cutlery  - - J 

Cannon  - - - 

Earthen  ware  - ... 

Glass  ware  - - 

Harness  * - 

Iron  ware  - - - 

Leather  and  all  manufactures  of  leather 

Linens  - * " 

Manufactures  of  wood  - * 

Needles  ...  - - 

Porcelain  - 

Parchment  ...  . . 

Printed  books  - 

Paper  hangings  ... 

Paper  of  ever}’  description 
Printing  types  - ... 

Pins  - - .... 

Silks  - - .... 

Silk  stockings  - - 

Sattins  ....  . - 

Stone  ware  ...  - 

Saddles  - - 


Per  cent. 
35 
35 
22 
35 
33 


Thread  stockings 


Vellum 
Walking  sticks  - - 

Whips  ...  - 

Woollen  stockings  ... 

Woollen  manufactures  generally 
Boots,  ...... 

Iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  per  cwt.  - 
Shoes  and  slippers  of  silk,  per  pair  - 
Shoes  of  leather  - 
Shoes  for  children  ... 


per  pair 


1-3 


be  dutied  as 


33 
30 
35 
35 
35 
35 
22 
22 
30 
30 
35 
22 
35 
20 
35 
22 
30 
35 
35 
35 
35 
35 
22 
20 
20 
20 
30 
35 
20 
35 
- 35 


o5 

28 

28 

200  cts. 
75 
40 
30 
20 


Pei 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 


0 

1 
3 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
3 
1 
3 
3 

3 
2 
2 
1. 

4 
3 
2 
1. 


The  various  reductions  of  two  and  three  per  cent,  evin 
huckstering  spirit  that  prevailed,  utterly  unworthy  of  the 
lature  of  a great  nation.  Mr.  Dallas  made  a difference  < 
and  one-third  per  cent,  between  the  two  great  articles,  c 
and  woollens,  rating  the  former  at  thirty-three  and  a thir 
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h latter  at  twenty-eight,  in  consequence  of  our  possessing  a 
landless  supply  of  the  raw  material  of  the  former,  whereas 
ht  of  the  latter  was  rather  limited.  After  an  ardent  struggle, 
i duties  were  reduced,  and  both  rated  alike  at  twenty-five  per 
et.  All  the  southern  members  voted  for  the  reduction,  ex- 
t five,  Messrs.  Jackson,  Marsh,  and  Newton  from  Virginia, 
Messrs.  Calhoun  and  Mayrant,  from  South  Carolina,  who 
)v  the  melancholy  consolation  of  having  endeavoured  to  stem 
storm.  The  cotton  planters  who  united  in  the  vote  for  the 
uction,  have  dearly  expiated  their  error,  in  rendering  their 
tines  and  the  prosperity  of  their  country  dependent  upon  the 
tingencies  of  foreign  markets,  instead  of  securing  a large  and 
stantly-increasing  market  at  home.  This  ought  to  be  te- 
nded in  their  ears.  Rarely  has  there  been  much  greater  impo- 
— and  rarely  has  impolicy  been  more  severely  and  justly  pun- 
■d.  They  fondly  and  absurdly  thought,  that  thirty  cents 
lb.  for  cotton  would  last  for  ever. 

’he  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures  ; many  of  the 
it  enlightened  members  of  congress  ; and  the  agents  of  the 
lufacturers,  strongly  remonstrated  against  the  reduction  of 
y ; and,  with  a spirit  of  prophecy,  predicted  the  fatal  conse- 
nces,  not  merely  to  the  manufacturers,  but  to  the  nation, 
they  might  as  well  have  attempted  to  arrest  the  cataracts 
Viagara  with  a mound  of  sand.  Prejudice  was  deep,  inve- 
te,  and  unassailable.  It  has  never  in  times  past  had  eyes 
ars  ; and,  notwithstanding  the  elevation  of  character,  and 
superior  illumination  to  which  we  fondly  lay  claim,  we  are 
likely  to  offer  to  the  admiring  world  an  exception  to  the  ge- 
il  rule.  Of  this  unpalatable  position  our  brief  history,  alas  ! 
rds  too  many  irrefragable  proofs. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

n of  the  manufacturers  and  decay  oj  their  establishments.  Pa- 
hetic  and  eloquent  appeals  to  congress.  Their  contumelious 
nd  unfeeling  neglect.  Memorials  neither  read  nor  reported 
n.  Revolting  contrast  between  the  fostering  care  bestowed  by 
Russia  on  its  manufacturers , and  the  unheeded  sufferings  of 
hat  class  of  citizens  in  the  united  states. 

rom  year  to  year  since  that  time,  ruin  spread  among  the  man- 
tturers.  A large  portion  of  them  have  been  reduced  to  bank- 
tcy  from  ease  and  affluence.  Many  are  now  on  the  brink  of 
! Most  of  them  had  entered  into  the  business  during  the  war, 
er  an  impression,  as  I have  already  stated,  that  there  was  a 
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sort  of  implied  engagement  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
havi  'g  been  found  so  useful  in  time  of  need,  they  would  n 
terwards  be  allowed  to  be  crushed.  To  what  extent  ther 
any  foundation  for  this  idea,  I am  unable  to  decide^  Sufi 
to  say,  that  all  the  calculations  predicated  on  it  were  wholl 
lamentably  disappointed.  The  strong  arm  of  government, 1 
alone  could  save  them  from  the  overwhelming  influx  of  fc 
manufactures,  by  which  they  were  destroyed,  was  not  inter 
in  their  behalf.  Noble  establishments,  the  pride  and  orn; 
of  the  country,  which  might  have  been  rendered  sources  < 
calculable  public  and  private  wealth,  and  which  Edwari 
Henry  IV.  Frederick  the  Great,  and  Catharine  II.  would 
saved  at  the  expense  of  millions,  if  necessary,  are  moulderi 
ruins.  And,  to  crown  the  whole,  millions  of  capital  whic 
every  claim  to  the  protection  of  government,  has  become  a 
and  heavy  loss  to  the  proprietors. 

At  every  stage  of  this  lamentable  progress,  the  devotei 
ferers  not.  only  appealed  to  the  justice,  but  threw  themselv 
the  mercv  of  their  representatives.  The  utmost  powers  o 
quence  were  exhausted  in  those  appeals,  some  of  which  m 
ranked  among  the  proudest  monuments  of  human  talents. 

In  the  second  session  of  the  fourteenth  congress,  1*1 
there  wrere  above  forty  memorials  presented  to  the  house  ol 
resentalives  from  manufacturers  in  different  parts  of  the  t 
states,  and  some  of  them,  particularly  that  from  Pitts 
fraught  with  tales  of  ruin  and  destruction,  that  would  have 
ened  the  heart  of  a Herod.  Not  out'  'f  them  was  ever  read 
home!  The  Pittsburg  memorial  was,  it  is  true,  printed  f< 
use  of  the  me  nbers.  But  this  measure  produced  no  effect. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  applications — 


No. 

Memorials. 

Subjects. 

1 1816.  Dec.  16 

From  New  York 

Iron  manufactui 

2 

16 

New  Jersey 

do. 

3 

20 

New  York 

Umbrellas 

4 

27 

Massachusetts 

do. 

5 

30 

New  Jersey 

Iron  manufactui 

6 1817, 

Jan.  6 

New  Jersey 

do. 

7 

8 

New  York 

do. 

8 

9 

Philadelphia 

do. 

9 

10 

Connecticut 

Iron  manufactui 

10 

10 

New  Jersey 

do. 

11 

13 

Pennsylvania 

do. 

12 

13 

New  Jersey 

do. 

13 

14 

Boston 

do. 

14 

16 

Kentucky 

Bar  iron. 
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1818. 

Jan. 


Feb, 


20 

22 

27 

28 
29 

29 

30 
30 

30 

31 
1 

3 

4 
4 
4 
6 
6 
8 

11 

11 

13 

13 

17 

20 

24 

26 

28 

28 


Memorials. 

Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania 
New  Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


Subject. 

Bar  iron. 

Iron  manufactures. 
Bar  iron 

Iron  manufactures. 


Berkshire,  Manufactures  generally. 
New  York  do. 

New  Jersey  Iron  manufactures. 

New  York  Manufactures  generally. 
Oneida  county  do. 

New  York  do. 

Pennsylvania  Iron  manufactures. 

New  York  do. 

Pennsylvania  do 

New  York,  Manufactures  generally. 
New  York  do. 

Connecticut  Iron  manufactures. 

New  York  and  Vermont,  do. 
Pennsylvania  do. 

New  Jersey,  Manufactures  generally. 
New  Y ork  Iron  manufactures. 

Rhode  Island  Cotton  and  woollen. 
Connecticut  do. 

Pittsburg,  Manufactures  generally. 
Illinois  Lead. 

Baltimore,  Manufactures  generally. 
Philadelphia,  do. 

Oneida  do. 

Berkshire  do. 

o description  could  do  justice  to  the  force  of  some  of 
e memorials.  I shall  therefore  present  a few  short  speci- 
s of  the  facts  and  reasonings  they  placed  before  the  eyes  of 
jress,  to  enable  the  reader  to  form  a correct  estimate  of  the 
finely  culpable  neglect  of  the  voice  of  their  constituents,  disc- 
ed by  that  bodv.  The  applications  were  as  ineffectual  as 
of  the  congress  of  1774,  to  the  ministers  of  George  III, 
were  treated  with  as  little  ceremony. 


From  a Philadelphia  Memorial. 

We  regard  xvith  the  most  serious  concern  the  critical  ana  dan- 
rous  situation  in  -which  our  manufactures  are  placed  by 
‘ recent  and  extravagant  importations  of  rival  articles;  which, 
ing  to  the  great  surplus  of  them,  and  to  the  pressure  for 
aney,  are  in  many  cases  sold  at  such  reduced  prices,  as  to 
ider  it  impossible  for  our  manufactures  to  compete  with 
■m.  We  believe  that  with  the  interests  of  the  manufacturers 


oO 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BRANCH. 


“ are  connected  the  best  interests  of  the  nation — and  that 
“ manufactures  of  the  country  are  deprived  of  that  support 
“ the  legislature  of  the  united  states,  to  which  we  think  th 
“ fairly  entitled,  the  evil  will  be  felt  not  by  us  merely , but 
“ whole  nation  ; as  it  will  produce  the  inevitable  consequent 
“ unfavourable  balance  of  trade,  wherebi / our  country  will 
“ poverished,*  and  rendered  tributary  to  foreign  powers , wh( 
“ terests  are  in  direct  hostility  with  ours.” 

From  the  Pittsburg  and  other  Memorials. 

“ The  committee  have  found  that  the  manufacture  of  ct 
“ woollens , flint  glass , and  the  finer  articles  of  iron , has 
“ suffered  the  most  alarming  depression.  Some  branches 
“ had  been  several  years  in  operation,  have  been  destroy 
“ partially  suspended  ; and  others,  of  a more  recent  growt 
“ nihilated  before  they  were  completely  in  operation. 

“ The  tide  of  importation  has  inundated  our  country  wi 
“ reign  goods.  Some  of  the  most  valuable  and  enter  prizing 
“ zens  have  been  subjected  to  enormous  losses , and  others 
“ whelmed  with  bankruptcy  and  ruin.  The  pressure  of  wa 
“ less  fatal  to  the  hopes  of  enterprize  and  industry,  than  a 
“ ral  peace,  with  the  calamities  arising  from  the  present  st 
“ our  foreign  trade. 

“ It  was  confidently  believed,  that  the  destinies  of  the  i 
“ states  would  no  longer  depend  on  the  jealousy  and  capr 
“ foreign  governments,  and  that  our  national  freedom  anc 
“ fare  were  fixed  on  the  solid  basis  of  our  intrinsic  mean 
“ energies.  But  these  were ‘airy  dreams.’  A peace  was 
“ eluded  with  England,  and  in  a few  months  we  were  pro 
“ at  her  feet.  The  manufacturers  appealed  to  the  generi 
“ vernment  for  the  adoption  of  measures  that  might  enable 
“ to  resist  the  torrent  that  was  sweeping  away  the  fruits  oj 
“ capital  and  industry.  Their  complaints  were  heard  \ 
“ concern  which  seemed  a pledge  for  the  return  of  better 
“ The  tariff  of  duties,  established  at  the  last  session  of  coir 
“ and  the  history  of  the  present  year , will  demonstrate  the 
“ ty  of  their  expectations. 

“ England  never  suffered  a foreign  government,  or  a con, 
“ tion  of  foreign  capitalists,  by  glutting  her  own  market , to 
“ in  the  cradle , any  branch  of  her  domestic  industry.  She 
“ regarded,  with  a cold  indifference,  the  ruin  of  thousands  < 
“ industrious  people,  by  the  competition  of  foreigners.  Th< 
“ avowal  of  such  an  attempt  would  have  incurred  the  indi 
“ resistance  of  the  whole  body  of  the  nation,  and  met  the  fn 

* How  fatally  and  literally  has  this  prediction  been  realized ! 
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* ' not  the  instant  vengeance  of  the  government.  The  conse- 
‘ uences  of  this  policy  in  England  are  well  known  ; her  manu- 
‘ ictures  have  become  a source  of  wealth  incalculable ; the 

{ ■easures  of  Spanish  America  are  poured  into  her  lap  ; her 
ommerce  is  spread  over  every  ocean,  and,  with  a population 
Ifomparatively  small,  she  is  the  terror  and  the  spoiler  of  Europe. 
f''ake  from  England  her  manufactures,  and  the  fountains  of 
hr  wealth  wmdd  be  broken  up  ; her  pre-eminence  among  na- 
|ons  would  be  lost  forever. 

For  a speedy  'redress  of  such  pressing  evils,  we  look  to  the 
overnmer.t  of  the  union.  Will  they  uphold  the  sinking  ma- 
ufactures  of  the  country,  or  -will  they  not  ? Are  their  late  as- 
irances  of  aid  and  protection  forgotten  with  the  crisis  that 
ave  them  birth  ? Let  them  realize  the  hopes  of  the  country, 
id  act  with  decision  before  it  be  too  late. 

In  the  united  states  we  have  the  knowledge  df  the  labour- 
iving  machinery,  and  the  rav.  material  and  provisions  cheap- 
r than  in  Britain  ; but  the  overgrown  capital  of  the  British 
lanufacturer,  and  the  dexterity  acquired  b)  long  experience, 
take  a considerable  time  and  heavy  duties  necessary  for  our 
rotecticn. — We  have  beaten  England  out  of  our  market  in 
tats,  shoes,  boots,  and  all  manufactures  of  leather  : we  are 
:ry  much  her  superior  in  shipbuilding  ; these  are  all  works 
f the  hands,  where  labour-saving  machinery  gives  no  aid ; 
d that  her  superiority  over  us  in  manufactures , consists  more  in 
)e  excellence  and  nicety  of  the  labour-saving  machinery , than  in 
lexvages  of  labour . With  all  theirjealousy  and  restrictions  upon 
le  emigrations  of  workmen,  the  distresses  and  misfortunes  of 
.ngland  will,  by  due  encouragement,  send  much  of  her  skill 
id  knowledge  to  our  shores  ; let  us  be  ready  to  take  full  be- 
efit  of  such  events,  as  England  herself  did,  when  despotic 
iws  in  Germanv,  and  other  parts  of  Europe,  drove  their  ma- 
ufacturers  into  Britain,  which  laid  the  foundation  of  her  pre- 
:nt  eminence. 

That  the  cotton  trade  and  manufacture  is  a concern  of  vast 
nportance,  and  even  of  leading  interest  to  the  country,  is  a 
■uth,  your  memorialists  conceive,  too  palpable,  to  be  denied  or 
oubted.  Were  not  our  own  constant  observation  and  daily  ex- 
it rience  sufficient  to  establish  it,  the  prodigious  exertions  of  our 
ver-vigilant  and  indefatigable  rival,  directed  against  this  par- 
leular  interest,  would  place  the  matter  beyond  a question, 
or  where  a judicious  and  enterprizing  opponent  (as  England 
ndoubtedlv  is  in  this  respect)  directs  her  strongest  engine  of 
ostiiity.  we  Have  reason  to  conclude  there  lies  our  vital  and 
lost  important  concern.  This  consideration  is  coming  home 
a us  with  more  and  more  force  ; and  the  cotton  planter , as  well 
s the  manufacturer , must  have,  before  this  time,  discovered  the 
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‘ alarming  fact , that  our  great  rival  has  become  possessed  Oj 
‘ our  plants  and  seeds  of  cotton , which  she  is  employing  a 
4 vast  means  to  propagate  in  the  East  Indies  and  other  11 
4 possessions , ah  energy  and  success  which  fhreati 

4 most  alarming  consequences.  When  your  memorialists  < 
4 der  that  the  article  thus  jeopardized  is  the  great  staple  i 
4 country,  they  cannot  but  hope  the  people  and  their  reprei 
4 tives  will  be  generally  convinced,  that  it  is  not  the  inter 
4 individuals  alone  that  is  at  stake,  but  that  of  the  whole 
4 munity. 

44  An  appeal  is  made  to  the  equity , to  the  patriotism  c 
4 southern  statesman  : his  aid  and  co-operation  are  invoked J 
4 relief  ’f  the  suff  ering  manufacturers  of  the  northern  and  r, 
4 states. 

44  In  the  interior  of  the  united  states,  few  articles  can  be  i 
4 which  wilt  bear  a distant  transportation  ; products  much 
4 va  liable  when  the  grower  ana  consumer  are  near  each 
4 are  therefore  excluded  from  cultivation.  A dependence  o 
4 reign  markets  in  the  most  prosperous  times  necessarily  res 
4 the  labours  of  agriculture  to  a very  few  objects  ; a carries 
4 crepit , and  unprofitable  cultivation  is  the  known  result 
44  The  propriety  of  these  observations  may.  in  some  d< 
4 be  illustrated  by  the  difference  in  value  between  the  la 
4 the  vicinity  of  a large  town,  and  at  a greater  distance  fr< 
4 The  labour  which  produces  the  greatest  quantity  of  subsis 
4 is  bestowed  on  the  culture  of  articles  too  cumbrous  for  I 
4 portation  ; and  in  general  a farm  which  will  subsist  fiftv 
4 sons  in  its  vicinity,  would  not  subsist  the  fifth  of  that  nu 
4 three  hundred  miles  off.  IJ  the  value  of  land  be  so  muc 
4 hanced  by  the  proximity  of  a market,  and  so  rapidly  dimin 
4 by  the  distance  of  transportation,  the  introduction  of  man 
4 tories,  and  the  creation  of  an  interior  market,  ought  to  i 
4 garded  as  peculiarly  auspicious  to  the  interest  of  agriculti 
44  Confining  our  views  to  the  western  country,  we  might  ti 
4 tically  ask,  with  what  exportable  commodities  shall  we  n 
4 the  balance  of  trade,  now  fast  accumulating  against  us  ? 

4 arrest  the  incessant  drain  of  our  capital  i Our  manufu 
4 are  perishing  around  us,  and  already  millions  have  escape i 
44  ver  to  return 

It  will  remain  an  eternal  blot  on  the  escutcheon  of  the 
teenth  congress,  that  these  pathetic  addresses  received  no 
attention  than  if  they  had  been  from  a party  of  field  negroe 
marble-hearted  overseer. 

The  Oneida  Memorial  stated, 

44  That  the  above  county  contains  a greater  number  of  n 
44  facturing  establishments,  of  cotton  and  woollen,  than 
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• junty  in  the  state,  there  being  invested  in  said  establishments 

• t least  600,000  dollars. 

That  although  the  utmost  efforts  have  been  made  by  the  pro- 

• -ietors  to  sustain  those  establishments,  their  efforts  have  pro- 

• :d  fruitless,  and  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  factories  re- 

• ain  necessarily  closed,  some  of  the  proprietors  being  wholly 
||iined,  and  others  struggling  under  the  greatest  embarrass- 
ment. 

i In  this  alarming  situation,  we  beg  leave  to  make  a last  ap« 

tal  to  the  congress  of  the  united  states.  While  we  make  this 
peal,  our  present  and  extensive  embarrassments  in  most  of 
fe  great  departments  of  industry,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  dif- 
pulty  in  affording  immediate  relief  to  manufacturers,  are  ful- 
seen  and  appreciated.  Yet  your  petitioners  cannot  believe 
’at  the  legislature  cf  the  union  will  Terrain  an  indifferent  spec- 
^ tor  of  the  wide-spread  ruin  of  their  fellow  citizens , and  look 
z,  and  see  a great  branch  of  industry , of  the  utmost  impor - 
nee  in  every  community , prostrated  under  circumstances  fatal 
all  future  attempts  at  revival , without  a further  effort  for  re- 
ef . We  would  not  magnify  the  subject,  which  we  now  pre- 

Int  to  congress,  beyond  its  just  merits,  when  we  state  it  to 
; one  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  future  interests  and 
lelfare  of  the  united  states. 

: It  is  objected  that  the  entire  industry  of  the  country  may 
z most  profitably  exerted  in  clearing  and  cultivating  our  ex- 
nded  vacant  lands.  But  what  does  it  avail  the  farmer , when 
’ ither  in  the  nation  from  zvhich  he  purchases  his  goods , or 
sewhere , can  he  fnd  a market  for  his  abundant  crops  ? Be- 
des, the  diversion  of  labour  from  agriculture  to  manufac- 
res,  is  scarcely  perceptible.  Five  or  six  adults,  with  the  aid 
children,  will  manage  a cotton  manufactory  of  two  thousand 
oindles.” 

These  memorials  were  all  referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
ce  and  manufactures,  which  was  then,  so  far  as  regarded 
n,  a committee  of  oblivion.  After  a lapse  of  two  months, 
f.  is,  about  the  middle  of  February,  a bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
. masters  was  reported — read  twice — and  suffered  to  die  a na- 
il  death  ; having  never  been  called  up  for  a third  reading.  The 
fer  memorials  passed  whollv  unnoticed — and  were  never,  except 
ie  or  four,  even  reported  on  by  the  committee  ! What  renders 
procedure  the  more  revolting,  is,  that  some  of  them  were  from 
b;e  bodies  of  men  of  the  first  respectability.  That  from  New 
: k was  signed  by  the  governor  of  the  state,  and  other  emi- 
It  characters.  And,  moreover,  many  of  the  petitioners  had 
^nts  at  Washington  to  advocate  their  claims. 

[ he  senate  displayed  the  same  culpable  disregard  of  the  ap- 
lations,  the  sufferings,  and  the  distresses  of  their  fellow  citi- 
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7.cns,  engaged  in  manufactures,  as  the  house  of  represent: 
They  afforded  no  relief — nor  did  they  even  once  cons  id 
applications  of  the  petitioners.  But  they  paid  somewhat 
regard  to  decorum.  The  petitioners  and  memorialists  f 
succession  leave  granted  them  to  withdraw  their  papers,  < 
motion  of  a member  of  the  committee  of  commerce  and  i 
factures  ! ! 

[ he  practice  of  congress,  it  appears,  is  to  read  the  he: 
petiti  ms  ; and  then,  without  further  enquiry,  to  refer  th 
the  committee  to  which  the  business  properly  appertain 
cannot  fail  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  the  citizens  of  the  t 
states  to  learn,  that  when  they  have  found  it  necessary  to 
an<  address  their  representatives,  elected  to  guard  then 
rests,  and  paid  liberally  for  their  services,  those  represent 
do  not  condescend  even  to  hear  or  read  what  are  their  gi dev  i 
or  ihe  mode  of  redress  proposed  ! This  is  reall)’  so  very 
corous  and  so  sham,  ful  as  to  be  absolutely  incredible,  if  th 
were  not  established  on  good  authority.  Many  of  the  mo 
sp  tic  princes  ol  the  Last  usually  read  the  petitions  o 
meanest  d their  subjects.  But  under  the  free  govtrrimi 
the  united  states,  the  great  cities  of  New  York,  Philade 
Baltimore,  and  Boston,  may  combine  together  to  seek  relief 
intolerable  grievances  ; respectfully  address  their  repres 
tives  ; and  have  their  prayers  not  merely  rejected,  but  not 
heard  ! The  annals  of  legislation  may,  I am  persuaded,  be 
sack  d in  vain  tor  a paiauel  to  tnis  outrageous  conduct. 

When  we  reflect  on  the  waste  of  time  in  frothy  speech 
points  of  little  importance — or  on  points  of  great  import 
alter  the  subject  has  been  completely  exhausted — and 
pare  it  with  that  economy  which  forbids  the  spending  to 
fifteen  minutes  in  reading  a petition  from  a great  city,  the 
tal  of  a state,  w ith  a population  of  above  a million  of  peopl 
are  lost  in  astonishment  at  the  introduction  of  a practice  w 
so  egregiously  violates  every  rule  of  duty,  decency,  and 
priety. 

In  the  subsequent  session,  1817-18,  the  same  pathetic  ap| 
to  the  justice,  the  humanity,  the  generosity,  the  public  spit 
congress  were  made,  and  with  little  more  effect. 

Two  unimportant  acts  alone  on  the  subject  of  manufact 
were  passed  at  this  session.  One  increasing  the  duties  on 
and  the  other  on  copper,  saddlery,  harness,  cut  glass,  t; 
brads,  sprigs,  and  Russia  sheetings.  But  on  the  great  and 
portant  articles  of  cotton  and  woollen  goods  there  was  n< 
crease  of  duty.  The  additional  duties  on  iron  have  been  i 
fectual — as  the  manufacture  is  at  present  in  a most  prosl 
state. 
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rom  a full  ccnside ration  cf  the  premises  it  is  due  to  ius- 
to  state,  that  the  manufacturers  of  the  united  states,  who, 
their  families  and  persons  of  every  description  depend- 
fcon  them,  amount  to  1,5  <0, 000  souls*'  with  a capital  of 
' •,  00 ,000,  and  producing  proi  ably  § 350, OOO, 000  per  an- 
, have  not  had  that  attention  from  the  government  to 
:h  their  numbers  and  their  importance  give  them  so  fair  a 

large  portion  of  mankind,  probablv,  even  in  this  country, 
^-fourths  have  no  property  but  in  the  labour  of  their  hands, 
so  many  of  them  as  are  divested  of  this  bv  an  erroneous  poli- 
nie  of  the  grand  objects  of  government  is  destroyed — And, 
Tore,  so  far  as  property  is  concerned,  their  situation  is  no 
:r  than  that  of  the  subjects  of  despotism, 
go  further.  The  situation  of  the  manufacturing  capitalists 
e united  states  is  incomparably  worse  than  that  of  the  man- 
turing  capitalists  and  subjects  of  the  monarchs  of  Europe , so 
is  regards  the  protection  of  property. 

his  strong  expression  will  excite  the  surprize  of  some  super- 
1 readers.  But  it  is  a crisis  that  demands  a bold  expression 
uth.  And  the  assertion  need  not  be  retracted  or  qualified, 
e is  the  proof.  Let  Mr.  Garnett,  or  Mr.  Pegram,  or  any  of 
agricultural  delegates  refute  it.  Let  us  suppose  a su! ject 
iussia,f  to  invest  a capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
[instance,  in  a manufacture  of  calicoes.  He  has  no  foreign 
petitor  to  dread.  The  fostering  care  of  the  government 
Ties  over  him.  He  has  loans  if  necessarv-  Bounties  are  al- 
ccasionally  afforded.  No  combination  of  foreign  rivals  can 
'ate  his  destruction.  The  domestic  market  is  secured  to 
, with  no  other  than  the  fair  and  legitimate  competition  of 
[fellow  subjects,  which  always  guards  the  rest  of  the  nation 
nst  imposition.  His  plans  arrive  at  maturity.  He  reaps 
rich  reward  of  his  talents,  his  time,  his  industry,  his  capital, 
gives  support  to  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  and  daily 
s to  the  wealth,  power,  resources,  and  independence  of  the 
ntry  affording  him  full  protection;  and  amply  repays  her 
Iness. 

,et  us  turn  from  this  delightful  picture  of  fostering  care,  un- 
E a despotism,  to  the  depressed  American  capitalist,  under  a 
ernment  which,  in  its  principles,  is  really  and  truly  the,  best 
: ever  existed.  He  invests  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
milar  establishment ; engages  hundreds  of  people  in  a useful 

From  what  has  appeared  of  the  recent  census,  I am  persuaded  this  number  is 
loo  small. 

! The  reasoning  applies  equally  to  France,  England,  and  Austria. 
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and  profitable  manufacture  ; finallv  conquers  all  the  variou 
Acuities  that  new  undertakings  have  to  encounter;  andbrin; 
fabrics  to  market,  in  the  hope  of  that  reward  to  which  ind 
capital,  and  talent  have  so  fair  a claim.  Alas!  he  has  to 
not  only  the  competition  of  his  fellow  citizens,  but  of  the  r 
facturing  world.  While  he  is  excluded  absolutely  by  pn 
tion,  or  virtually  bv  prohibitory  duties,  from  nearly  all  the 
kets  in  Europe,  and  indeed  elsewhere,  the  East  Indies,  Eng 
France,  and  Italy  divide  the  home  market  with  him,  wh 
crowded  with  cargoes  of  similar  articles,  by  the  cupidity  ; 
distresses,  but  as  often  by  the  stratagems,  of  foreign  mar 
turers,  in  order  to  overwhelm  him,  and  secure  the  marke 
mately  to  themselves.  Their  goods  are  sent  to  vendue,  ai 
crificed  below  prime  cost  in  Europe.  His  cannot  find  a m 
but  at  a sacrifice  which  ruins  him.  He  implores  relief  frp 
unfeeling  countrymen.  But  he  implores  in  vain.  Their  1 
are  steeled  against  his  sufferings.  They  meet  all  his  coinpj 
all  his  prayers,  with  trite  common  places  about  “ taxing  th 
ny  for  the  benefit  of  the  few,  free  trade,”  &c.  &c. — and 
charged  with  extortion  by  men  who  for  thirty  successive 
received  from  him  and  his  brethren  extravagant  prices  1 
their  productions  ! He  becomes  bankrupt,  and  dies  of  a b; 
heart.  His  family,  born  to  high  expectations,  are  reduced 
state  of  dependence.  Elis  workmen  are  driven  to  idlenes 
want,  and  exposed  to  the  lures  of  guilt.  The  state  is  dep 
of  a useiul  citizen,  who  might  have  added  to  her  “ xvealth 
and  resources' ’ His  fate  operates  as  a beacon  to  others,  t 
ware  of  his  career.  And  the  wealth  of  the  nation  is  exha 
to  prfy  for  foreign  articles,  substitutes  for  which  he  could 
furnished  of  far  better  quality,  and,  though  nominally  dear 
reality  cheaper.  This  is  the  policy,  and  these  are  its  consei 
ces,  advocated  by  the  discipies  of  Adam  Smith.  And  this 
deleterious  policy,  fraught  with  destruction  to  the  happim 
a large  portion  of  its  citizens,  that  is  pursued  by  the  united! 
of  America. 

Hundreds  of  capitalists  throughout  this  country — thoui 
of  workmen — millions  of  destroyed  capital — and  the  gener< 
poverishment  of  the  nation,  bear  testimony  to  the  correctne 
this  hideous  portrait,  so  discreditable  to  our  country,  such  a 
on  its  mistaken  policy. 

To  such  a man  what  does  it  signify  by  what  name  youca 
government?  It  is,  ypu  say,  a republic.  True.  But  alas 
is  ruined  by  its  impolicy.  The  most  despotic  government  i 
world  could  do  no  more  than  ruin  him.  And  some  of  the 
appears,  would  have  protectedhim.  Therefore,  I repeat,  s 
as  property  is  concerned,  the  difference,  as  regards  this  cla: 
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a,zens,  is  against  the  united  states.  In  fact,  the  better  the  form 
ii;overnment,  the  more  grievous  their  distress.  Under  a des- 
)tism  “ to  suffer  and  submit”  would  be  their  u charter.”  But 
me  mocked  and  deluded  with  the  promise  of  equal  rights  and 
:c  al  protection  under  a free  government,  and  unfeelingly  con- 
jied  to  destruction  by  their  own  fellow  citizens-and  represen- 

t^ves,  by  the  men  whom  they  have  clothed  with  the  power  of 
^station — barbs  the  dart  with  tenfold  keenness. 

Paving  submitted  this  portrait  to  the  citizens  of  the  united 
es,  I ask,  whether  there  be  a greater  contrast  between  the 
duct  of  a fond  mother  towards  her  only  and  darling  child — 
that  of  a rigorous  step-mother,  towards  a step-child,  which 
rferes  with  her  views  in  favour  of  her  own  offspring,  than 
re  is  between  the  treatment  of  manufacturers  in  Russia  and 
he  united  states  ? 

f these  views  be  unpalatable,  the  fault  is  not  mine.  Let  those 
pver  for  them,  who  have  rendered  their  exposure  necessary. 
;ir  truth  can  be  judicially  proved. 

The  situation  of  a very  considerable  portion  of  our  citizens, 
ir  worse  than  in  the  colonial  state.  They  had  then  no  com- 
fitors  in  the  markets  of  their  country  but  their  fellow  subjects 
Hreat  Britain.  Now  they  have  competitors  from  almost  eve- 
part  of  Europe  and  from  the  East  Indies.  The  case  of  the 
ier  makers  affords  a striking  illustration  of  this  position.  One 
f of  them  in  the  middle  states  are  ruined — not  by  the  impor- 
on  of  British  paper,  of  which  little  comes  to  this  market — but 
French  and  Italian,  with  enormous  quantities  of  which  our 
rkets  were  deluged  for  two  or  three  years  after  the  war. 
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latory  mode  of  proceeding  in  congress.  Lamentable  waste  of 
ime.  Statement  of  the  progress  of  bills.  Eigh  ty-two  signed  in 
we  day  ! and  four  hundred  and  twenty  in  eleven ! Unfeeling 
treatment  of  Gen.  Stark.  Culpable  attention  to  punctilio.  Rap- 
I d movement  of  compensation  bill. 

To  every  man  interested  in  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  the 
•untry,  it  is  a subject  of  deep  regret  to  reflect  on  the  mode  in 
fich  the  public  business  is  managed ' in  and  by  congress.  It 
u;he  chief  source  of  the  distress  and  embarrassment  of  our  af- 
fcrs,  and  requires  an  early  and  radical  remedy.  While  in  ses- 
#n,  a considerable  proportion  of  the  members  are  employed  in 
•^tting — writing  letters  to  their  friends — or  reading  letters  or 
nvspapers.  They  pay  little  or  no  attention  to  the  arguments 
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of  the  speakers,  except  to  those  of  a few  of  distinguished  ta 
To  some  of  the  orators,  however,  this  is  no  great  disapp 
ment ; as  their  speeches  are  too  often  made  for  the  newspn 
and  to  display  their  talents  to  their  constituents. 

But  the  lamentable  waste  of  time  by  the  spirit  of  procra; 
tion  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  and  by  never-ei 
speechifying  throughout  its  continuance,  is  the  greatest  evil 
is  discreditable  to  congress  and  highly  pernicious  to  the  p 
service.  There  is  in  almost  every  session  some  subject  of 
or  factitious  importance,  on  which  every  member  who  bel 
he  is  possessed  of  oratorical  talents,  regards  himself  as  bou 
harangue,  and  to  u keep  the  floor,”  for  two,  three,  four,  fi 
six  hours.  The  merits  of  the  speeches  are  generally  meai 
by  the  length  of  time  they  occupy.  They  are  all,  to  judj 
the  puffs  in  some  of  the  newspapers,  elegant,  wonderful,  pc 
ful,  admirable,  excellent,  inimitable. 

In  most  cases,  it  will  be  found,  as  is  perfectly  natural, 
the  early  speeches,  on  each  side,  particularly  if  by  men  of  tal 
exhaust  the  subject  ; and  that  those  which  follow  them,  do 
more  than  retail  the  arguments  previously  advanced.  It  s 
requires  no  small  disregard  of  decorum  for  a member  to  oc 
the  time  ol  a public  body,  to  whose  care  are  entrusted  the 
cerns  of  a great  nation,  with  such  fatiguing  repetitions. 

The  cl.  bate  on  the  repeal  of  the  compensation  act  cost 
weeks  j that  on  the  Seminole  war,  fills  six  hundred  pages  ; w 
if  divested  of  the  dup/icutions,  triplications,  and  quadruj 
tions,  the  rhetor. cal  flourishes,  and  extraneous  matter,  v\ 
be  reduced  to  two  hundred — perhaps  to  one  hundred  and 
The  Missouri  question  would  probably  fill  from  eight  hur 
to  one  thousand  pages.  Some  of  the  prologues  to  these  spi 
es  are,  as  was  humourously  observed  by  a member  long  s 
like  u sale  coats,”  calculated  to  suit  almost  any  other  su 
equally  well.  And  during  this  miserable  waste  of  time,  e? 
ment  of  angry  passions,  and  seditious  threats  of  separation, 
is  a total  suspension  of  the  business  of  the  nation,  whose  1 
flows  at  every  pore — whose  revenues  are  failing — whose  m 
factures  are  paralized — of  whose  commerce  one  half  is  anni 
ted — whose  merchants  and  manufacturers  are  daily  swalh 
up  in  the  vortex  of  bankruptcy — whose  great  staples  have  1 
in  price  at  least  thirty  per  cent. — and  which  exhibits  in  ever 
rection  most  appalling  scenes  of  calamity  and  distress  ! 

Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  mode  in  which  the  bus 
of  this  nation  is  conducted  by  its  legislature,  from  the  folio 
chronological  statement  of  the  periods  at  which  the  acts  of 
cessive  sessions  were  approved  by  the  presidents.  Between 
passage  in  the  two  houses  and  the  date  of  the  presidents’  si 
tures,  there  may  be  some  few  days  difference,  for  which 
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!der  will  make  allowance.  But  be  that  allowance  what  it  may, 
:annot  remove  the  accusation  of  a most  ruinous  waste  of  time, 
i a most  culpable  and  shameful  procrastination  of  public  busi- 
ts  in  congress. 

n the  first  session  of  the  twelfth  congress,  which  commenced 
Rhe  4th  of  November,  lfcll,  and  terminated  on  the  bth  of  Ju- 
812,  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  acts  passed 
ch  were  signed  by  the  president  in  the  following  chronolo- 


ki  order — 

November 

o 

Over 

73 

December  - 

8 

In  May 

21 

January  - 

9 

June  - 

17 

February 

14 

July  1st  - 

8 

March  - - - 

14 

July  6th 

29 

April  - 

26 

elfth  congress. — Second  .session.  From  November  2,  1812,  to 
March  3,  1813. — Sixty-two  acts. 


ovember 
lecember  - 
anuary  - 


148 


73 


1 

- 4 

11 

16 


Over 


February 
March  3d 


16 

23 

23 
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■teenth  congress. — First  Session. — From  May  24,  to  Aug . 2, 
1813. — Fifty -nine  acts. 


lay 

une  - 


00 

3 


Over 

July  - ■ 

August  2d  - 


3 

32 

24 
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he  twenty-four  acts  signed  on  the  2d  of  August,  contained 
[/ -six  pages  of  close  pi  mt.  The  act  imposing  the  direct  tax, 
the  number,  and  contains  twenty-two  pages. 
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Thirteenth  congress. — Second  session. — From  December  6, 
to  April  18,  1814. — Ninety-Jive  acts. 


December 

January 

February 


2 Over 

7 March  - 

7 April  1st  to  16th 

— April  18th 

16 


Thirteenth  congress. — Third  session.  From  September  19, 
to  March  3,  1815. — One  hundred  acts. 


September 

October 

November 

December 


00  Over 

1 January 

6 February 

11  March  1st  - 

— March  3d 

18 


The  thirty-one  acts  signed  on  the  3d  of  March,  contain 
five  pages. 

This  was  the  ever  memorable  session  of  congress,  in 
the  imbecility  ol  the  majority  and  the  factious  violence  o 
minority,  brought  the  nation  to  the  jaws  of  destruction,  pre 
to  the  close  of  the  war. 

Fourteenth  congress. — First  session.  From  December  4,, 
to  April  30,  181 6. — One  hundred  and  seventy-two  acts 


December 

January' 

February 

March 


2 Over 

4 April  2d  to  the  24th 
15  26th  and  27th 

- 14  29th 

30th  - 


I 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BRANCH. 


61 


fourteenth  congress. — Second  session.  From  December  2,  1816, 
to  March  3,  1817. — One  hundred  and  fourteen  acts. 


n December 

- 00 

Over 

18 

n January 

8 

On  Saturday,  March  1st 

14 

n F ebruary 

- 10 

March  3d 

82 

18 

1 

;4 

’he  acts  of  this  session  are  comprised  in  one  hundred  pages. 
)se  signed  in  January  occupy  three  pages  and  a half— those 
February  four— those  on  the  first  of  March  nine — and  those 
Ithe  third  seventy-three  ! 

meenth  congress.—  First  sessioji.  From  November  16,  1817, 
to  April  20,  1818.— One  hundred  and  thirty  acts. 


November 

00 

Over 

14 

December  . 

1 

March 

. 10 

anuary 

. 7 

April  3d  to  18th 

54 

February 

. 6 

Apri  20th 

52 

14 

130 

rhe  fifty-two  acts  signed  on  the  20th  of  April,  contain  of  John 
lHali’s  edition,  no  less  than  eighty-seven  pages.  In  this  ses- 
iu  there  were,  it  appears,  one  hundred  and  six  acts  passed  in 
Isnteen  days— and  only  twenty-four  in  the  preceding  four 
Iiths  and  a half  ! 

|rhe  annals  of  legislation  may  be  challenged  for  any  parallel 


\eenth  congress.- 

—Second  session.  From  November  16, 

1818, 

to  March  3, 

1819.  One  hundred  and  seven  acts. 

November 

00 

Over 

11 

December 
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February 
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anuary  . 
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March  2d 
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March  3d 
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This  system  of  procrastination  has  been  coeval  with  th 
vernment.  I am  informed  by  a gentleman  of  veracity,  tl  a 
neral  Washington,  when  an  extraordinary  number  of  acts 
presented  to  him  on  the  last  day  of  a session,  more  th 
could  correctly  decide  upon,  has  expressed  a strong  and 
marked  disapprobation  of  so  incorrect  a procedure. 

, Analysis. 


Sessions  of  congress  ------- 

Duration  - month! 

Acts  passed  ------ 

Of  which  were  signed  in  eleven  days  - 


Viz. 

1812.  July  6th  - 

1813.  March  3d 

August  3d  - - 

1814  April  18th  - 

1815.  March  3d 

1816.  April  26th,  27th  and  29tn 

1817.  March  3d 

1818.  April  20th 

1819.  March  3d 


Thus  it  appears  that  in  three  years  and  three  months  i 
were  568  acts  signed — and  in  eleven  days,  as  I have  stated,  4 
Wonderful  system  of  legislation  ! 

No  small  share  of  the  censure  due  to  the  procrastinatic 
the  public  business,  so  visible  in  the  above  proceedings,  j 
attaches  to  the  speaker  for  the  time  being.  He  ought  to  k< 
docket  of  the  business  brought  before  the  house,  and  urge  i 
mittees  to  perform  their  duty.  Certain  days  should  be  appoi 
to  make  reports,  which  ought  then  to  be  called  for.  If  not  re 
others  should  be  fixed.  And  whenever  the  public  business  i: 
necessarily  or  wantonly  procrastinated,  his  duty  requires  the 
of  strong  animadversion.  This  arrangement  would  be  pro 
tive  of  the  most  salutary  consequences.  But  for  want  of 
or  some  other  system,  a very  large  portion  of  every  sessii 
literally  thrown  away.  And  so  much  of  the  business  is  crov 
together  at  the  close,  that  it  is  impossible  to  concoct  it  prop 
Ever  since  the  organization  of  the  government,  three-fourtl 
all  the  important  acts  have  been  passed  within  the  last  wee 
ten  davs  of  the  close  of  each  session. 

j . 
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Ls  it  then  surprising  that  the  national  business  is  egregiously 
lmanaged  ? That  the  reiterated  requests  of  so  large  a portion 
>our  citizens,  for  5 bankrupt  and  other  salutary  acts,  are  of  no 
tdl  i — How  is  it  possible  for  the  members — bow  is  it  possible 
it  the  president — to  discharge  their  respective  duties  conscien- 
Jpsly,  with  such  a system  ? Can  any  powers  short  of  super- 
Itiian  enable  the  latter  to  decide  on  the  justice,  the  propriety, 
A constitutionality  of  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  seventy, 
^ighty  acts  in  one  or  two  days  ? Is  not  this  making  a mere 
ijclcery  of  legislation  ? 

fcTwo,  three,  and  sometimes  four  months  are  drawled  away  in 
■ early  part  of  the  session — with  three,  four,  six,  eight,  ten  or 
»lve  acts — and  afterwards  all  the  business  is  hurried  through 
wh  indecent  haste.  In  the  one  portion  ol  the  time,  the  progress  re- 
^lbles  that  of  the  snail  or  sloth — in  the  other,  that  of  the  high 
Bttled  racer.  In  fact  and  in  truth,  if  congress  desired  to  bring 
■ublican  government  into  disgrace,  to  render  it  a bye-word 
4l  a reproach,  it  would  not  be  very  easy  to  devise  a plan  more 
■nirably  calculated  for  the  purpose  than  a considerable  part  of 
* ir  proceedings. 

i)ne  ruinous  consequence  attending  the  system  pursued,  is, 
t at  the  close  of  every  session,  some  of  the  most  important 
is  are  necessarily  postponed. 

t is  frequently  said,  in  justification  of  the  procrastination  of 
igress,  and  the  little  business  that  is  executed  in  the  early 
t of  the  session,  that  the  committees  are  employed  in  digest- 
and  preparing  their  reports.  It  is  obvious,  that  this  operation 
st  require  considerable  time.  But  whoever  reflects  on  the 
ure  of  a large  portion  of  the  business  that  is  discussed  in  that 
ly,  will  be  convinced  that  it  might  be  despatched  in  a fifth 
t of  the  time  it  occupies. 

\mong  the  acts  hurried  through  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
re  are  frequently  some,  and  among  them  private  ones,  which 
e “ dragged  their  slow  length  along”  for  months  before,  and 
ich  might  as  readilv  be  decided  on  in  a week  as  in  six  months, 
nex  the  dates  of  introduction  and  of  signature  of  a few,  to 
mplify  this. 

Reported.  Signed. 

It  to  divide  the  state  of  Pennsylvania 

I nto  districts  - - 1818.  Feb.  4 April  20 

I I for  publication  of  laws,  - - Jan.  16  April  20 

P:t  for  the  relief  of  B.  Birdsall  - jan.  2 7 April  20 

Fit  for  incorporating  Columbian  Institute,  Feb.  3 April  20 
It  for  relief  of  General  Brown,  - Feb.  9 April  18 
ftt  for  relief  of  T.  & J.  Clifford  - Jan.  20  April  20 
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The  hill  tor  the  relief  I\  & J.  Clifford,  which  was  three  m< 
on  its  passage  through  the  houses,  contains  about  twenty 
and  was  for  the  remission  of  duties  paid  on  articles  not  "si 
to  duty.  I hree  days  would  have  answered  as  well  for  tin 
cussion  as  seven  years.  Such  is  the  case  with  half  the  bill 
are  crowded  together  at  the  last  day  of  the  session. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  make  a few  further  exi 
from  the  journals,  shedding  additional  light  on  this  impc 
subject. 

1819.  April  18.  “ Engrossed  hills  of  the  following 
“ ( nine  in  number  J were  severally  read  a third  time  and  pas 

April  20.  “ Bills  from  the  senate  ot  the  following  title: 

“ in  number')  were  severally  read  a third  time  and  passed.” 

Eodcm  Die.  “A  message  from  the  senate  that  they  have 
w ed  bills  of  this  house  of  the  following  titles,  to  wit — ( eigt 
“ in  number. )" 

By  a careful  search  through  the  journals  of  different  sess 
we  might  find  three  or  four  hundred  bills,  thus  bundled  toj 
er,  and  hastily  read  off,  ten  or  a dozen  en  suite. 

The  case  of  General  Stark  deserves  to  be  put  on  recor 
corroborate  some  of  the  opinions  offered  in  this  chapter. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1818,  a petition  was  presented  by 
meritorious  veteran,  representing  his  necessitous  circumstai 
and  praying  that  the  bounty  of  the  national  government  n 
be  extended  to  him,  in  the  decline  of  life,  in  compensatioi 
his  faithful  services  in  defence  of  his  countrv-  It  was  refe 
to  a committee,  who  reported  a bill  on  the  9th,  which  was 
the  first  and  second  time  on  that  day.  It  then  lay  over  unto 
ed  for  above  five  week  s , till  Saturday  the  18f/i  of  April  whe 
was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate,  where  it  was  read  and  r< 
red  to  the  committee  on  pensions,  who  reported  it  on  that 
without  amendments.  It  was  read  the  third  time  on  Mor 
the  20th,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  agreed  to  with  am 
meats.  It  being  against  trrule  of  the  senate  to  pass  a bill  on 
same  day  in  which  it  lias  undergone  amendments,  Mr.  Fron 
tin  moved  that  the  rule  be  dispensed  with.  But  this  motion 
unfeelingly  rejected.  And  as  the  session  was  closed  that  < 
the  bill  of  course  was  lost;  and  the  venerable  old  hero,  al 
ninety  years  of  age,  and  bending  over  the  grave,  was  disappo 
ed  at  that  time  of  receiving  the  pittance  intended  for  him.  ' 
importance  of  his  victory  at  Bennington,  which  led  to  those 
important  events,  the  battle  of  Saratoga  and  the  capture 
General  Burgoyne,  which  stand  conspicuous  among  the  pro 
est  triumphs  of  the  revolutionary  war,  is  so  deeply  impres 
on  the  public  mind,  that  every'  good  man  in  the  nation  felt  d 
regrfet  and  indignation  at  this  very  ill-timed  and  ungrach 
punctilio. 
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'he  compensation  bill,  which  was  to  render  members  of  cou- 
rts salary  officers,  at  the  rate  of  1500  dollars  per  annum , pass- 
day  a former  congress,  forms  a proper  contrast  to  the  bill  in 
ivur  of  general  Stark. 

j.  was  read  the  first  and  second  time 
it  in  the  house  of  representatives 
Mead  a third  time,  and  passed 
lead  first  time  in  senate 

Second  time  ... 

Third  time  and  passed 
lid  before  the  president 
ipproved  same  day. 

Tat  wonderful  economy  of  time  ! 

hus  a bill  for  their  own  benefit,  which  introduced  a novel 
fiple  into  the  country,  in  twelve  days  passed  through  all  its 
:s  from  its  inception  to  the  presidential  approbation  ! ! 

Tat  a striking  and  indelible  reproach  to  congress  arises  from 
itrast  of  this  case  with  that  of  the  veteran  Stark  ! How 
tlerfully  their  personal  interest  accelerated  their  move- 
;s  ! 

le  citizens  of  the  united  states,  however,  are  answerable  for 
ge  portion  of  the  derelictions  of  congress.  Most  ol  the 
bers  are  ambitious  of  popularity  ; which  forms  one  of  the 
:ipal  inducements  to  seek  a seat  in  that  body.  And  the  ut- 
lattention  too  generally  displayed  by  the  citizens  to  the  con- 
of  their  repi-esentatives,  induces  a degree  of  indifference 
rds  the  interests  and  wishes  of  constituents.  A more  fre- 
t call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  by  those  members  who  are  sin- 
y desirous  of  discharging  their  duty,  and  of  having  the  pub- 
lsiness  punctually  attended  to,  together  with  a publication 
ts  of  votes  on  all  important  questions,  previous  to  elections, 
d operate  powerfully  on  the  feelings  of  the  members.  II 
1-  member  whose  votes  mditated  with  the  substantial  inter- 
§}f  his  country,  were  sure  to  be  discarded,  as  he  ought  to  be, 
lie  day  of  election,  the  proceedings  of  congress  would  exhibit 
•y  different  appearance  from  what  they  do  at  present. 


March  6th,  1815. 
9th 
11th 
12th 
14th 
- 1 8th 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Attempts  to  prove  the  state  of  affairs  prosperous.  Their f 
established . Destruction  of  industry  in  Philadelphia  and . 
burg.  Awful  situation  of  Pennsylvania.  14,53  7 suits  for 
and  10,326  judgments  confessed  in  the  year  1819.  Deprec 
of  real  estate  115,544,629  dollars. 

For  a considerable  time,  elaborate  efforts  were  made  to  ] 
that  the  great  mass  of  our  citizens  were  highly  prosperous, 
official  messages,  at  no  very  distant  dav,  announced  this 
But  the  veil  that  obscured  the  appalling  vision  of  public  di: 
is  removed,  and  there  is  now  no  diversity  of  sentiment  o 
subject.  Bankruptcy  of  banks — individual  ruin — and  sh 
sales  to  an  extent  never  known  before — the  idleness  of  thou 
of  those  who  have  no  property  but  in  the  lahour  of  their  hai 
resolutions  of  town  meetings — memorials  and  petitions 
almost  every  part  of  the  middle  and  eastern  states — messa] 
governors — deliberate  instructions  of  the  representative  b 
in  some  of  the  states — acts  of  legislatures,  suspending  the  i 
tion  of  debts — and,  to  close  the  long  train  of  calamity,  the  eir 
tion  of  American  citizens  to  a Spanish  colony,  seeking  an 
lum  from  the  distress  they  suffer  in  their  own  country — al 
tinctly  proclaim  a deplorable  state  of  society,  which  fully 
ces  a radical  unsoundness  in  our  policy,  loudly  and  imperi 
demanding  as  radical  a remedy.  No  temporizing  expec 
will  suffice.  Nothing  short  of  a complete  and  permanent  pi 
tion  of  the  national  industry,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  reduc 
demands  from  Europe , within  our  means  of  payment , will  s 
us  in  the  career  of  impoverishment — and  enable  us  to  regai 
ground  we  have  unhappily  lost,  and  take  that  high  and 
manding  stand  among  nations,  which  nature  and  nature’s 
by  the  transcendent  advantages  bestowed  on  us,  intende 
should  enjov — adyantages  which  for  five  years  we  have  sop 
gaily  squandered. 


Although  the  prevailing  depression  and  distress  are  gene 
■well  known,  yet  few  are  fully  acquainted  with  their  extrerr 
tensity.  Indeed,  it  is  at  all  times  difficult  and  scarcely  po; 
to  realize,  from  general  description,  the  extent  of  suffering  v 
mankind  endure — whether  by  war,  famine,  pestilence,  or 
of  employment.  In  the  last  case,  it  would  be  necessary 
verse  by-lanes  and  alleys — to  ascend  to  garrets — or  desc'ef 
cellars — to  behold  the  afflicted  father,  after  having  pawnee 
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:l:hes  and  furniture,  destitute  of  money  and  credit  to  support 
li  famishing  wife  and  children — his  proud  spirit  struggling  be- 
vei.  the  heart-rending  alternatives  of  allowing  them  to  suffer 
•ler  hunger  and  thirst,  or  else  sinking  to  apply  to  the  overseers 
the  poor — to  ask  alms  in  the  street — or  to  have  recourse  to 
houses  for  relief.*  These  are  afflicting  realities,  with 
eh,  I hope  for  the  honour  of  human  nature  , the  presidents 
delegates  of  agricultural  societies,  who  enter  the  list  to  pre- 
tt  the  relief  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and  perpetuate  their  suf- 
tigs,  are  wholly  unacquainted, 

cannot  here  enter  into  particulars  of  the  awful  scenes  that 
rspread  the  face  of  the  land,  and  shall  confine  myself  to  a 
t sketch  of  the  lamentable  devastation  of  national  prosperity 
rivate  happiness,  experienced  in  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburg, 
:h  so  many  worthy,  but  mistaken  men  are  labouring  to  per- 
ate. 

y an  investigation  ordered  during  last  autumn  by  a town 
ting  of  the  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  and  conducted  by  gen- 
l>en  of  respectability,  it  appears,  so  great  was  the  decay  of 
■ufacturing  industry,  that  in  only  thirty  out  of  fifty  six 
.'■iches  of  business  there  were  actually  7728  persons  less 
■ loved  in  1819  than  in  1816,  whose  wages  amounted  to 
•)l366.935.  No  returns  were  procured  from  twenty -six 
Itches,  viz. 


i|k  binders 
vers 

kmakers 
enters 
ers 

fcolate  makers 
co  printers 
iers 
lir  makers 
4rs 

leavers 

firoiderers 

frers 

k.s  manufacturers 


F 


Manufacturers  of  gun-powder 

Painters  and  glaziers 

Plumbers 

Shcfemakers 

Shotmakers 

Sugar  bakers 

Snuff  and  tobacco  manufactu- 
turers 

Stonecutters 

Turners 

Tanners 

Umbrella  makers 
Wheelwrights,  &c.  &c. 


issuming  only  half  the  number,  in  these  twenty-six,  that 
In  in  the  other  thirty,  the  aggregate  would  be  i 1,592 — and, 
le  only  one  woman  or  child  dependent  on  each  person,  the 

I Some  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  state  of  our  cities,  from  the  circumstance, 
if  n Baltimore,  there  are  no  less  than  twelve  stations  for  distributing  soup  tick- 
4 In  Philadelphia,  the  distribution  is  very  great,  at  tire  rate  of  a pint  to  each 
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whole,  out  oi  a population  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty 
sand, 

t 

Would  amount  to  persons  S 

Whose  wages  would  be  - - g3, 55 

\nd  allowing  the  work  when  finished,  to  be 
worth  double  the  wages,  which  is  a moderate 
calculation,  the  value  would  be  g7,lC 

lost  in  a single  city  in  one  year  ! 

Let  us  now  survey  Pittsburg,  where  we  shall  behold  a s: 
scene  of  devastation.  This  city  in  1815,  contained  aboi 
thousand  inhabitants.  It  then  exhibited  as  exhilirating  a 
of  industry,  prosperity,  and  happiness,  as  any  place  in  the  \ 
Its  immense  local  advantages,  seated  at  the  confluence  o 
noble  rivers,  forming  the  majestic  Ohio ; its  boundless  su] 
of  coal  ; and  the  very  laudable  enterprise  of  its  inhabitant: 
for  a long  time  rendered  it  the  emporium  of  the  western  v 
But,  alas  ! the  immoderate  influx  of  foreign  manufactures, 
cd  in  there  shortly  after  the  peace,  produced  a most  calan 
reverse.  The  operations  of  the  hammer,  the  hatchet,  the 
tie,  the  spindle,  the  loom,  ceased  in  a great  degree.  Nob 
tablishments,  which  reflected  honour  on  the  nation,  were  cl 
the  proprietors  ruined  ; the  w orkmen  discharged  ; a blight 
blast  overspread  the  face  of  the  city  ; and  the  circumjacent  i 
try,  which  had  shared  in  its  prosperity,  now  equally  parto 
its  decline. 

By  a recent  and  minute  investigation,  conducted  by  cit 
of  high  standing,  the  following  appeared  to  be  the — 

Actual  state  oj  the  city  of  Pittsburg. 

Persons  deprived  of  employment,  or  less  employed 
in  1819  than  in  1816 

Supposing  only  one  woman  or  child  depending  on 
each  of  the  above  ..... 

It  would  amount  to  . 


The  amount  of  work  done  in  1816  was  . S2,61! 

In  1819  .....  83S 

Loss  to  Pittsburg  ....  1,785 

Loss  to  Philadelphia,  as  before,  . . 7, IOC 

Annual  loss  in  two  cities  in  one  state  . . 558,886 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BRANCH. 


69' 


> When  the  other  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  union,  where 
j.iilar  devastation  has  occurred,  are  taken  into  view,  it  will  not 
an  unreasonable  calculation  to  presume  it  six-fold  elsewhere  : 
: to  avoid  cavil,  I will  only  suppose  it  treble-— 
hich  will  amount  to  ....  §26,659,911 

•iladelphia  and  Pittsburg  ...  . 8,886,637 

ftal  loss  of  industry  . . 


§35,546,548 


3y  the  wretched  policy  of  fostering  foreign  manufactures  and 
ufacturers,  and  foreign  governments  ; buying  cheap  bargains 
^oad,  and  consigning  our  own  citizens  to  bankruptcy  and  beg- 

"ith  these  overwhelming  facts  staring  us  in  the  face,  is  it 
insanity  to  be  debating  about  the  causes  of  the  existing  dis- 
s ? Who  can  entertain  a doubt  as  to  the  grand  and  primary 
se  ? Is  it  not  as  plain  as  “ the  hand  writing  on  the  wall?”-— 
|es  it  net  clearlv  arise  from  the  destruction  of  so  large  a por- 
of  the  national  industry  ? What ! an  annual  loss  in  two  cities 

)_taining  about  130,000  inhabitants,  of  nearly  nine  millions  of 
ars,  and  proportionable  losses  almost  every  where  else  ! 
h a course,  steadily  continued,  would  impoverish  China  more 
idly  than  she  has  accumulated  her  immense  treasures.  It  is 
therefore  wonderful  that  it  has.  in  a few  years,  impoverished 
ation  whose  sole  patrimony  was  her  industry, 
iome  public  documents  have  recently  appeared,  which  prove 
distress  of  the  countrv  far  more  intense  and  extensive  than  had 
n previously  conceived  A committee  of  the  senate  of  PennsyL 
ia,  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  extent  and  causes  of  the  gen- 
ii distress,  addressed  circulars  to  all  the  prothonotaries  and 
riffs  t the  state,  whence  they  collected  the  following  awful  facts: 
fe  number  of  actions  brought  for  debt  in  the  year 
8l9,  was  ....... 

number  of  judgments  confessed 
lusive  of  those  before  justices  of  the  peace,  about 
alf  the  number. 

risonments  for  debt  in  the  city  and  county  of  Phil 
J.delphia  . 

i Lancaster  county  .... 

(Alleghany  county  . 

k report  made  to  the  house  of  representatives,  by  a commit- 
* appointed  for  the  same, purpose  as  that  in  the  senate,  appears 
tistimate  the  depreciation  of  the  real  estate  in  Pennsylvania  at 
n -third  of  the  value  ascertained  bv  the  united  states  assess- 
®nt  in  1815,  which  was,  §310,633,889— of  course  the  depreci- 
itin  is  §1  '5,544,629. 

k memorial  referred  to  in  another  report,  states— 

10 


14,537 

10,526 


1,808 

221 

286 
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“ That  embarrassment  is  universal;  that  the  sordid  and  av 
“ cious  are  acquiring  the  sacrificed  property  of  the  liberal  i 
44  industrious  ; that  so  much  property  is  exposed  to  sale  un 
“execution,  that  buyers  cannot  be  had  to  pay  more  for  it  t 
“ the  fees  of  office.” 

Would  to  God,  that  this  affecting  picture  could  be  place) 
large  characters  in  congress  hall,  in  the  president  s house,) 
in  the  offices  of  the  secretaries  of  state  and  the  treasury,  that  t 
might  be  led  to  take  the  necessary  measures  as  early  as  possi 
to  relieve  such  sufferings.  i 

This,  let  it  be  observed,  is  far  from  the  whole  of  the  evil.  1 
comparison  is  only  a retrospective  one — to  shew  the  precipiti 
descent  we  have  made  from  a towering  height.  Let  us  now 
the  point  to  which  we  might,  and  by  a proper  policy  would  hi 
arrived.  In  five  years,  from  1810  to  1815,  as  already  stated, 
manufacture  of  cotton  increased  from  10,000  to  90,000  bal 
or  270,000,000  lbs.  The  other  manufactures  of  the  country 
creased  very  considerably,  but  not  in  the  same  proportion.  J 

Bv  the  statements  of  the  marshals,  and  the  calculations  of  1 
Coxe,  a gentleman  perfectly  competent  to  this  service,  it  appe 
that  the  manufactures  of  the  united  states  in  1810,  amounted 
1 72  00-  >,000  dollars. 

Let  us  suppose  that  instead  of  a multiplication  nine-fc 
such  as  took  place  in  the  cotton  branch  between  1810,  and  18 
the  general  increase  was  onl\  fifty  per  cent,  it  follows,  that  in  1 8 
the  whole  of  our  manufactures  must  have  amounted  to  ab< 
250,000,000  dollars. 

Inferring  from  past  experience,  they  would,  under  an  effief 
protection  bv  the  government,  have  increased  from  1815, 
1820,  fifty  per  cent,  and  of  course  would  now  be  above  370, 01 
000  dollars. 

It  is  impossible  to  pursue  this  train  of  reflexion,  and  compi 
what  we  might  be,  with  what  we  are,  without  sensations  of  I 
keenest  distress,  and  a clear  conviction  of  the  radical  unsour 
ness  of  a policy,  which  has  in  a few  years  produced  so  mu 
destruction  of  happiness  and  prosperity. 


CHAPTER  X. 

i , 

Causes  assigned  for  the  existing  distress.  Extravagant  bankir 
Transition  to  a state  of  peace.  Fallacy  of  these  reasons.  Tr 
cause , destruction  of  industry.  Comparison  of  exports  for  t 
years. 

Since  public  attention  has  been  drawn  to  explore  the  caus 
of  the  existing  evils,  some  of  our  citizens  have  ascribed  them 
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ie  abuses  of  banking,  and  others  to  “ the  transition  from  a state 
7 mr  to  a state  of  peace"1 — overlooking  the  real  cause,  the  pros- 
■ation  of  so  large  a portion  of  the  manufacturing  industry  of 
ie  nation — and  likewise  overlooking  the  strong  fact,  that  all 
utions  have  fallen  to  decay,  in  proportion  as  they  abandoned. 
Id  have  prospered  in  proportion  as  they  protected,  the  industry 
i their  people. 

(Let  us  briefly  examine  both  of  these  alleged  causes  of  distress. 
It  is  impossible  to  defend  the  legislative  bodies,  who  incorpo- 
ited  such  hosts  of  banks  at  once.  They  are  deserving  of  the 
lost  unqualified  censure  ; and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  can- 
pt  be  rendered  individually  responsible  for  the  consequences. 
|ut  the  mischief  that  has  arisen  from  those  banks,  has  been 
fe&tly  overrated.  I submit  a few  facts  and  reflections  on  the 
[bje-ct. 

• With  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  I am  more  familiar  than  with 
■y  of  the  others  ; and  shall  therefore  found  my  reasoning  on 
e system  pursued  here.  It  will  apply,  mutatis  mutandis,  to  all 
lose  which  have  carried  banking  to  excess. 


In  1814,  the  legislature  of  this  state  incorporated  forty-one 
nks,  of  which  only  thirty-seven  went  into  operation — of  these 
present  a view — 


lirty-three  country  banks 
iur  city  banks 

Capital 

authorised. 

§12,665,000 

3,500,000 

Capital 
paid  in. 
§5,294,238 
2,134,000 

§16,165,000 

§7,428,238 

[ Two  reports,  recently  made  to  the  legislature  of  Pennsylva- 

Ia,  convev  an  idea  that  the  capital  of  these  banks  was  much 
eater  than  it  really  was. 

u The  people  of  Pennsylvania,  during  an  expensive  war,  and 
•in  the  midst  of  great  embarrassments,  established  forty- one 
rnew  banks,  with  a capital  of  1 7,500,000  dollars — and  authority 
l to  issue  bank  notes  to  double  that  amount.”* 

, “ A bill,  authorizing  the  incorporation  of  forty-one  banking 
‘institutions,  with  capitals  amounting  to  upwards  of  17,000,000 
‘ dollars,  was  passed  by  a large  majority.”! 

Several  of  them  had  been  in  operation  previous  to  the  act  of 
i corporation — particularly  the  Commercial  Bank  in  Philadel- 
,'iia.  with  a capital  of  1,000,000  dollars,  and  others  with  proba- 
ly  capitals  of  §750,000  : so  that  the  addition  then  made  to  the 
linking  capital  of  the  state  was  only  about  5,700,000  dollars. 

< * Report  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

1 1 Report  to  the  senate. 
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It  is  perfectly  obvious,  that  in  calculating  the  effects  prodt 
by  these  banks,  we  must  have  reference  not  to  the  capital  au 
r'tzecl — but  to  that  actually  paid  in. 

Had  every  one  ofthese  banks  been  fraudulently  conducted, 
become  bankrupt,  would  it  account  for  the  excessive  distre 
of  the  state?  It  would  be  idle  to  pretend  it.  The  circumst: 
would  have  produced  great  temporary  embarrassment — -but 
citizens  would  soon  have  recovered,  had  their  industry  l 
protected. 

The  population  of  the  state  is  above  1,000,000.  Its  m£ 
factures  in  18 10,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Coxe,  were  32,000,000  of  i 
lars — and  had  probably  risen  in  1814,  to  45,fHX),O'>0.  Its 
mestic  exports  for  the  last  three ' years,  have  been  ah 
20,000,000,  or  nearly  7,00  ,*,000  per  annum.  Now,  can  il 
believed  that  the  specified  increase  of  banking  capital  in  a s 
with  such  great  resources,  could  have  produced  such  ruin 
consequences  ? Surely  not. 

In  cases  ol  great  calamities,  arising  from  embargoes,  blc 
ades,  unexpected  war,  or  peace,  New  York  and  Philadelj 
ha1  e each  suffered  nearly  as  much  loss  as  the  whole  capita 
all  those  banks,  and  speedily  revived  like  the  Phoenix  trom 
ashes. 

Let  it  be  observed,  that  after  deducting  the  capitals  of — 


The  Bank  of  Lancaster*  - - - 8600, 

Marietta  -----  239, 

Pittsburg  -----  316, 

Reading  -----  299,- 

Easton  - - - - - 211, 


S 1,66  7,! 


The  remaining  country  banks  only  average  about  125,000  c 
lars  each.  Some  of  them  operate  in  a space,  of  which  the  c 
meter  is  thirtv,  forty,  or  fifty  miles.  Surely  the  doctor’s  appr 
tice,  who,  finding  a saddle  under  his  patient’s  bed,  ascribed 
illness  to  his  having  devoured  a horse,  was  not  much  more 
dicrously  in  error,  than  those  who  ascribe  the  whole  or  even 
chief  part  of  the  sufferings  of  the  state  to  this  cause. 

Let  it  be  distinctly  understood,  that  I freely  admit  that  so 
of  those  banks  have  done  very  great  mischief,  and  that  seve 
have  been  improperly  conducted  But  had  the  industry 
the  state  been  protected,  and  trade  flourished,  the  great  mass 
them  would  have  gone  on  prosperously,  and  the  whole  wot 

* Four  of  these  towns  are  places  of  importance,  and  carry  on  trade  very 
tensivelv. 
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t have  produced  one-tenth  part  of  the  injury  that  has  resulted 
:im  those  that  have  been  ill-managed. 

Before  I quit  this  subject,  let  me  observe,  that  the  greater 
jrtion  by  far  of  these  banks  have  been,  I believe,  fairly  and 
inourably  conducted  : and  that  little  inconvenience  was  felt  by 
> from  any  of  them,  from  the  time  of  resuming  specie  pay- 
ents,  till  ol  late,  when  the  unceasing  drain  of  specie  exhausted 
fcm  of  the  pabulum  on  which  banks  are  supported,  and  obliged 
fcm  to  diminish  their  issues,  and  to  press  on  their  debtors,  of 
kom  many  were  ruined.  Notwithstanding  all  their  efforts,  se- 
rai of  the  banks  have  been  obliged  to  stop  payment. 
iThe  idea  that  the  public  distresses  have  been  a necessarv  con- 
fluence of  u the  transition  to  a state  of  peace f is  still  more  extra- 
hpnt.  To  Great  Britain  the  transition  was  truly  formidable', 
le  had  by  her  orders  in  council,  blockades,  and  fleets,  engross- 
j the  supply  of  a large  portion  of  the  continent  of  Europe, 
lich.  on  the  return  of  peace,  relied  on  itself,  and  therefore  de- 
lved her  of  various  profitable  markets.  But  I ask  any  man  of 
mmon  sense,  how  this  applies  to  our  case  ? Were  we,  at  the 
aty  of  Ghent,  excluded  from  any  foreign  markets  which  we 
| oved  during  our  short  war  ? Surely  not.  Far  from  having 
I:  markets  circumscribed  by  “ the  transition  to  a state  of  peace f 
[y  were  greatly  enlarged.  In  18!  5,  our  exports  were,  as  ap- 
lirs  below,  seven  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  in  1814,  and  in 
1 three  entire  years  subsequent  to  the  peace,  threefold  what 
ly  were  in  the  three  preceding  years. 


Domestic  exports  from  the  united  states. 


[2 

830,032,109 

1815  - 845,974,403 

3 - 

25,008,152 

1816  - - 64,781,896 

4 

6,782,272 

1817  - 68,313,500 

61,822,533 

179,069,799 

Average 

20,607,511 

Average  59,689,9 33 

that  the  “ transition ” from  ai 

a average  export  of  820,000,000 

Nearly  860,000,000,  can  account  for  the  lamentable  and  precipi- 
|s  fall  we  have  experienced,  no  person  of  candour  will  pretend, 
t would  be  equally  wise  to  assert,  that  a man  was  ruined  by 
l.ing  his  income  from  two  thousand  dollars  to  six  thousand 
i annum.  If,  however,  he  renounced  his  industry,  and,  when 
lunly  trebled  his  income,  increased  his  expenses  six  fold,  then 
[ruin  would  be  as  easdy  accounted  tor,  as  the  lamentable  pic- 
this  country  exhibits. 
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I was,  however^  in  error.  The  “ transition ” did  produce 
effect.  Should  it  be  asked  how  ? I reply — The  war  protc 
the  domestic  industry  of  the  nation.  It  throve  and  prospered 
der  that  safeguard,  which  the  peace  tore  down  de  fonds  en  c 
ble.  And  congress,  whose  imperious  and  paramount  duty  it 
to  step  in,  and  replace  the  protection,  failed  of  that  duty 
consequences  were  ioretold.  The  industry  of  the  country 
laid  prostrate — its  circulating  medium  drained  away — its 
sources  exhausted — and  distress  overspread  the  face  of  the  1; 
13  it  it  is  too  tarcical  for  argument  to  assert  that  a peace  wl 
trebled  our  exports,  necessarily  brought  on  a state  of  dist 
and  impoverishment,  which  is  chargeable  wholly  to  our  sh 
sighted  policy. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

The  everlasting  complaint  ofu  taxing  the  many  for  the  benefi 
the  few.”  Fallacy  and  injustice  of  it.  Amount  of  impost 
fourteen  years.  For  the  year  1818.  Impost  for  the  protec 
of  the  products  of  the  soil  in  that  year  above  4,500,000  dolt 

The  changes  have  been  rung  throughout  the  united  sta 
since  the  commencement  of  the  government,  on  the  immen 
of  the  favours  conferred  on  the  manufacturers,  in  point  of  | 
tection — their  insatiable  temper — the  impossibility  of  satisfy 
them — and  the  dreadful  injustice  of  “ taxing  the  many  for 
benefit  of  the  few,”  which  have  been  used  as  a sort  of  war  wh 
for  exciting  all  the  base  passions  of  avarice  and  selfishnes 
battle  array  against  those  to  whom  the  tax  is  supposed  tc 
paid. 

It  rarely  happens,  in  private  life,  that  vociferous  claims 
gratitude  can  stand  the  test  of  enquiry.  When  weighed  in 
balance  of  justice  and  truth,  they  are  uniformly  found  want 
And  as  a public  is  an  aggregation  of  individuals,  actuated  by 
same  views,  and  liable  to  the  same  and  greater  errors,  it  w< 
be  extraordinary,  if  similar  claims  of  collections  of  people  v 
not  found  to  rest  on  as  sandy  a foundation. 

To  investigate  the  correctness  of  this  everlasting  theme 
become  a duty.  To  place  the  subject  on  its  true  ground, 
dispel  a dense  mist  of  error  and  delusion  with  which  it  is  en 
oped.  If  the  debt  can  be  paid,  let  it,  in  the  name  of  heaven 
discharged,  and  let  us  commence  de  novo.  If  it  be  beyond 
power  of  payment,  let  the  delinquent  parties  take  the  benefi 
the  insolvent  act,  and  exonerate  themselves  from  a load 
which  they  are  crushed  as  between  “ the  upper  and  the  ne 
mill-stone.” 
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1 he  expenses  of  our  government  require  revenues,  which  have 
lien  from  4,000,000  to  7, 0<  0,i  00  dollars  per  annum.  Pro- 
►sion  must  be  made  for  this  sum  in  one  or  all  of  three  modes — 
f excise — direct  taxes,  or  customs.  The  first  is  universallv  ab- 
prred  here.  The  second  are  almost  equally  obnoxious.  It 
refore  follows,  that  the  impost  is  the  next  and  grand  resource, 
e sum  required  must  be  raised  without  regard  to  manufactures 
manufacturers, — and  indeed  if  there  were  not  a manufacturer 
the  country.  It  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  government  to 
se  the  necessary  revenue  without  laving  considerable  duties 
manufactures — as  all  other  articles,  such  as  tea,  sugar,  wines, 
Ifee,  are  dutied  as  high  as  they  will  bear.  Therefore  the 
linufacturers,  who,  let  it  be  observed,  bear  their  own  share  of 
I these  duties , of  every  description , are  under  no  obligation  of 
lititude  whatever  for  them. 

■But  let  us  examine  the  subject  more  closelv.  Let  us  suppose 
lit  these  duties  had  been  laid  solely  to  serve  the  manufactur- 
ft,  without  any  regard  to  the  emergencies  of  government — and 
It  the  proceeds  had  been  reserved  in  the  treasury.  Let  us  see 
lat  would  be  the  extent  of  the  mighty  boon. 

■The  whole  of  this  enormous  and  inextinguishable  debt  is 
Imprised  in  the  duties  imposed  on  such  foreign  merchandize 
|rival  our  own  manufactures.  The  utmost  cravings  on  the  score 
gratitude  will  not  dare  to  charge  to  the  account  the  duties  on 
[;ar,  coffee,  tea,  wine,  salt,  &c. 

entire  impost  for  fourteen  years,  from  1801 

§159,762,602* 


1 Spirits 

Wines 

§25,441,543 

7,646,476 

Sugar 
r Salt 

19,455,1 10 
. 4,057,047 

I Teas 

8,565,874 

| Coffee 

8,777,1 13 

[ Molasses 

4,980,650 

Sundry  articles 

7,470,3 1 7f 

86,394,1 30f 

1 Leaving  a balance  of  ... 

I>  which  add  half  of  the  last  item  of  sundries 

§73,368,472 

|s  probably  on  manufactures 

• 

3,735,158 

1 Total 

. , 

§77,103,630 

rhis  is  the  whole  amount  levied  on  manufactures  of  every 
1 1,  for  fourteen  years,  being  about  five  millions  and  a half  per 


ium. 

■ . 


* Sevbert,  454. 


j Idem,  398  to  405. 


f 
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The  white  population  of  that  period  averaged  probably  ah 
7,000,000.  Of  course  the  duties  paid  on  manufactures  amour 
to  about  eighty  cents  per  head!  And  this  is  the  sum  and  s 
stance  of  the  “ taxes  levied  on  the  many  by  the  fe tv,”  and  the 
mense  favours  conferred  on  “the  few”  by  “the  many!”  wl 
have  furnished  matter  for  so  mam  tedious  speeches  in  congr 
tiresome  declamations  at  public  meetings,  and  verbose  news 
per  essavs  and  paragraphs  without  end  or  number  ; with  wl 
“the  welkin  has  rung” — and  which,  I repeat,  have  called  i 
activity  all  the  base  passions  of  our  nature,  and  excited  acfes 
hostility  in  the  minds  of  one  portion  of  our  citizens  aga 
another.  The  clamour  would  have  been  contemptible,  had 
whole  sum  been  granted  as  an  alms,  or  through  generosity, 
when  it  is  considered  that  every  dollar  of  this  sum  has  been  r 
ed  for  the  mere  purpose  of  revenue,  language  cannot  do  jus 
to  the  feelings  the  affair  is  calculated  to  excite. 

I shall  now  consider  the  subject  at  a more  recent  period. 

The  whole  amount  of  duties  ad  valorem  for  1818, 

was  ........  Si  1,947, 

To  which  add  for  manufactures  of  lead,  iron,  and 
steel  ; glass  bottles,  copperas,  allum,  and  other  ar- 
ticles subject  to  specific  duties  . . . 694, 

Total  on  manufactures  * . 12,641, 

A large  portion  of  those  duties  was  levied  on  silks, 
high-priced  cambrics  and  muslins,  gauzes,  lin- 
ens, lace  shawls,  lace  veils,  pearls,  embroidery, 
gold  lace,  he.  8cc.  which  our  citizens  do  not  man- 
ufacture. These  duties  are  by  no  means  chargeable 
to  the  protection  of  manufactures — suppose  1,500, 

Balance  of  impost  ^upposed  for  protection  of  man- 
ufactures . . . . . . . Si  1,141, 

— — J 

Against  this  we  must  set  off  all  the  duties  levied  for  the  ] 
tection  of  the  landholders,  viz. 

On  spirits,  for  the  encouragement  of  the  culture  of 
grain,  and  the  protection  of  the  peach  brandies, 


rye  whiskey,  &c.of  the  farmers  . . $2,646, 

Sugar  ........  1,508, 

Cotton  ........  126, 

Hemp  ........  148, 

Indigo  ......  . 19, 


Amount  carried  over  4,449, 
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Amount  brought  forward 


lpost  for  protection  of  landholders 


4,449.542 

46,091 

16,694 

$4,512,327 


iving  a balance  against  the  manufacturers  of  $6,629,426 

hen  we  consider  how  frugal  and  economical  the  great  body 
ur  farmers  are  in  the  eastern,  middle,  and  western  states  ; 
v few  of  them,  comparatively  speaking,  purchase  imported  ar- 
ss,  except  groceries  ; and  how  expensively  the  inhabitants  of 
cities  and  towns  live  in  general ; it  will  appear  more  than 
Jibable,  that  of  the  goods  on  which  the  above  duties  are  col- 
ed, not  nearly  one-half  are  consumed  by  farmers, 
view  of  the  preceding  tables  and  statements  affords  the  fol- 
ding results — 

I . That  the  whole  amount  of  the  duties  levied  on  manufactur- 
Iirticles  of  every  description,  for  the  year  1818,  having  been 
»y  about  12,600,000  dollars,  and  the  population  of  the  united 
■tes  at  present  being  about  10,000,000,  of  whom  probably 
IDO, 000  are  white,  the  average  is  less  than  one  dollar  and  a half 
1 the  white  population. 

lb  That  of  this  amount  about  one-eighth  part  is  levied  on  ar- 
les  not  interfering  with,  and  consequently  not  chargeable  to 
i account  of  the  protection  of,  manufactures. 

Ik  Thatthere  are  duties  levied  in  favour  of  agriculture  equal 
limount  to  more  than  a third  part  of  those  levied  on  manufac- 
les. 

It.  That  when  the  latter  duties  are  set  off  against  those  levied 
1 the  protection  of  manufactures,  the  remainder  is  about  seven- 
Iftve  cents  for  each  free  person  in  the  united  states. 

That  probably  more  than  half  of  the  goods  on  which  those 

les  are  levied,  are  consumed  in  towns  and  cities and  of 

rse  that  the  amount  paid  by  the  farmers  and  planters  is  not 
ve  sixty  cents  per  head,  notwithstanding  the  senseless  and 
beral  clamour  excited  on  the  subject. 

>.  That  were  all  the  duties  on  manufactured  articles  removed, 
burdens  of  the  community  would  not  be  diminished  a single 

J. lar;  as  there  is  no  more  revenue  raised  than  the  emergen- 
Js  of  the  government  require,  and  of  course  some  other  taxes 
I 'iu ties  must  be  devised. 

11 

' ■ • . v 


rs 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BRANCH. 


/ ' , / j 

CHAPTER  XII.  j 

Immense  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  landholders  for  nearly 
ty  years , viz.  an  exclusive  supply  of  the  domestic  mart 
and  excellent  foreign  markets.  Exorbitant  prices  of  tht 
cessaries  of  life.  Great  extent  of  the  domestic  market.  1 
nal  trade  of  the  united  states. 

For  nearly  thirty  years,  the  landholders  of  this  countrv  ei 
ed  a high  degree  of  prosperity.  They  had  almost  un; 
sally  excellent  foreign  markets’  for  all  their  productions— 
from  the  commencement  of  the  government,  have  had  whai 
been  so  absurdly  termed  a “ monopoly”  of  the  domestic  ma 
having  had  the  exclusive  supply  of  the  manufacturers,  who 
not  consumed  of  foreign  vegetables,  bread-stuffs,  butcher’s  n 
fowls,  fuel  or  any  other  ot  the  productions  of  agriculture 
the  amount  of  one  per  cent  per  annum.  It  is,  nevertheles 
fact,  however  incredible,  that  those  citizens,  enjoying  this 
portant  exclusive  domestic  market,  and  having  laid  very 
duties  on  all  the  articles  that  interfere  with  their  interests 
snuff,  tobacco,  cotton,  hemp,  cheese,  coals,  &c.  ; accuse  1 
manufacturing  fellow  citizens  ks  monopolists  ; who  are  not  i 
shut  out  of  nearly  all  the  foreign  markets  in  the  world  by  pr 
bitions  and  prohibitory  duties  ; but  even  in  their  own  mar 
are  ex'yised  to.  and  supplanted  by,  foreign  adventurers  ol 
countries  ! ! ! It  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  a more  unjust  cha 
or  one  that  comes  with  a worse  grace  from  the  accusers. 

During  this  long  period,  the  farmers  sold  in  all  cases  at  h 
and  in  many  at  most  exorbitant  prices.  To  instance  a few 
tides,  in  order  to  illustrate  the  remark  : we  paid  them  ten 
twelve,  and  thirteen  dollars  a barrel  for  flour — twelve  to  ei 
teen  cents  per  lb.  for  beef  and  pork — twelve  to  fourteen  c< 
for  tobacco — fifteen  to  thirty  cents  for  cotton  ; and  in  the  s; 
proportion  for  all  their,  other  productions,  though  it  is  i 
known,  they  could  have  afforded  them  at  half  those  prices,  : 
made  handsome  profits.  In  one  word,  the  history  of  the  w< 
affords  few,  it  any  instances  of  such  a long-continued  series 
prosperity  as  they  enjoyed. 

The  manufacturers  cheerfully  paid  those  prices.  The  cott 
weaver,  the  smith,  the  shoemaker,  the  carpenter,  the  laboui 
who  earned  six,  seven  or  eight  dollars  per  week,  never  lispe< 
word  of  complaint,  when  they  paid  twelve  or  thirteen  doll 
per  barrel  for  flour,  eight  or  ten  cents  per  pound  for  mutton,  < 
&c.  Would  to  heaven  they  had  experienced  the  same  deg 
of  liberality  from  their  farming  and  planting  fellow  citizens ! 
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t remains  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  this  exclusive  market  which 
it  manufacturers  have  for  thirty  years  afforded  their  agricul- 
ud  fellow  citizens  without  the  least  murmur. 

t is  impossible  to  ascertain  with  precision  the  number  of  our 
izens  engaged  in  manufactures,  with  their  families.  The 
*sus  is  miserably  defective  in  this  respect.  It  does  not  fur- 
ifln  the  population  of  the  towns  and  cities,  which  would  afford 
ffferable  criterion.  We  are  therefore  left  to  mere  estimate. 
Irhe  highest  number  that  I have  ever  heard  surmised,  is  two 
*lions  ; the  lowest,  one.  Truth,  as  is  generally  the  case,  may 
■fin  the  medium.  I will  therefore  assume  one  million  and  a 

M.s  there  may  be  some  objections  on  the  subject  of  the  num- 
V thus  assumed,  I annex  the  ground  on  which  it  rests, 
li  suppose,  as  I have  stated,  the  white  population  of  the  coun- 
r to  be  about  8,500,00  and  to  be  proportioned  as  follows — 


J;riculturists  - - 

mists,  mechanics,  manufacturers,  &c. 

Ipfessors  of  law  and  physic,  gentlemen  who  live 
I on  their  income,  merchants,  traders,  seamen, 

I &c.  - 


5,000,000 

1,750,000 


1.750.000 

8.500.000 


ll  believe  I would  not  have  been  wide  of  the  mark,  in  adding 
ID  ,000  to  the  second  item,  and  deducting  250,000  from  each 
■ the  others.  But  I prefer  taking  ground  as  little  as  possible 
ible  to  cavil. 

JDirom,  an  eminent  statistical  writer,  estimates  the  average 
ual  consumption  of  grain  in  England,  at  two  quarters,  or  six- 
n bushels,  for  each  person. f Colquhoun,  however,  es- 
tates it  only  at  ten  bushels.  I will  assume  twelve  bush- 
At  this  rate  the  consumption  of  the  manufacturers  would 
sabout  21,000,000  of  bushels  per  annum. 

The  average  price  of  wheat  in  the  united  states  during  the 
Jirs  of  the  French  revolution,  was  about  one  dollar  and  seventy- 
i e cents  per  bushel.  For  the  last  two  years,  it  has  been  about 
I e dollar  and  twenty-five  cents.  At  the  latter  rate  the  amount 
* grain  would  be  25,250,00o  dollars. 


| * The  recent  census  will  very  probably  prove  that  the  number  is  2,000,000. 

| “ The  average  prices  of  all  these  several  kinds  of  grain  being  2-js.  6 d.,  the 
■price  of  two  quarters  tor  the  maintenance  of  each  person  in  these  years,  only 
limounts  to  14s.”  Dirom  en  the  corn  laws  and  corn  trade  of  Great  Britain , Apr 
\ idix,  page  51. 
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Dirom  states  the  average  daily  consumption  of  flesh  me: 
Paris  at  about  five  ounces  and  three  quarters  for  each  pei 
An  average  for  London  he  supposes*  probably  more  than 
hie  that  amount,  or  elev  en  and  a halt,  which  is  about  five  po 
per  week.  As  our  citizens  eat  meat  oftener,  and  our  wot 
people  more  generally,  than  those  of  most  other  nations,  it 
be  fair  to  assume  six  pounds  per  week  for  each  person,  w 
is  equal  to  about  three  hundred  and  twelve  pounds  and  a 
per  annum.  At  eight  cei.ts  per  pound,  a moderate  averagi 
lately,  this  amounts  to  twenty-five  dollars  per  annum,  or  fo: 
whole  43,750,000  dollars. 

Allowing  for  milk,  butter,  eggs,  vegetables,  fruit,  lard, 
wood,  coals,  home-made  spirits.  &c.  &c.  one  dollar  per  w 
it  amounts  to  91,000,000  of  dollars. 


Summary. 

Grain  - » . 

Animal  food  - 
Milk,  butter,  fuel,  &c.  &c. 


§25,250 

43,750 

91,000 


Consumption  of  the  manufacturers  - - §159,000. 


Now,  this  is  the  market,  for  bare  subsistence,  which  the 
nufacturers  furnish  their  agricultural  fellow  citizens,  of  wl 
many  regard  them  with  jealousy  and  murmuring — often  v 
decided  hostility — and  assume,  that  duties  imperiously  requ : 
fot  the  purposes  of  the  treasury  are  favours  conferred  on  tna 
facturers  ! 

1 hat  this  calculation  is  not  materially  wrong,  will  appear  fr 
the  following  view — A quarter  dollar  per  day,  or  a dollar  \ 
three  quarters  per  week,  for  the  maintenance  of  each  individi 
which,  as  our  citizens  live,  is  moderate,  would  amount  to  nine 
one  dollars  per  annum,  or — 

For  1,750,000  people  - . . §159, 250, ( 


Let  me  further  observe,  that  this  is  a market  which  might  h; 
been  immensely  increased  annually  by  immigration,  had  a sou 
policy  held  out  suitable  encouragement  to  invite  the  manuf: 
turers  of  Europe. 

It  is  not  easy  to  calculate  the  extent  of  the  market  for  r 
materials  which  the  manufacturers  afford  their  agricultural  f 

The  dailj  consumption  of  eacii  individual  in  Paris,  is  pretty  accurately 
“ certained,  from  the  tax  on  cattle  paid  at  the  barriers,  to  be  about  five  ouni 
and  three  quarters.  In  London  it  is  probably  more  than  double.” — Idem  248 
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3 citizens,  and  which  might  have  been  doubled  by  a correct 
jtem.  I will  state  what  I suppose  it  must  have  been  in  1815, 
ivious  to  the  prostration  of  manufactures. 


ton 
)ol* 
mp 


x,  hides,  'skins,  furs,  timber,  hops,  barley, 
ats,  &c.  - - - 


>ught  forward,  for  sustenance 
tal 


89.000. 000 

10.000. 000 

2,000,000 

8,000,000 

29,000,000 
1 59,000,0,-0 


§188,000,000 


ks  the  illiberal  prejudices  on  this  topic,  excite  jealousies  and 
justs  which  may  eventually  prove  dangerous  to  the  harmonv 
:he  nation,  too  much  pains  cannot  be  taken  to  remove  them, 
rail  therefore  place  the  subject  before  the  reader  in  anew  and 
less  striking  point  of  view. 

have  shewn  that  the  market  afforded  to  their  agricultural 
ow  citizens  by  the  manufacturers,  amounts  per  annum  to  about 

38,000,000. 

t is  proper  to  examine  the  extent  of  the  market  reciprocated 
hem. 

t may  be  assumed  that  each  white  person  in  the  union  con- 
ies in  furniture  and  clothing,  at  the  average  rate  of  about  for- 
lollars  per  annum. 


s,  for  the  whole  of  the  agricultu- 
ists,  whom  I have  estimated  at 

1,000,000,  amounts  to 
d for  the  slaves,  supposed  to  be 
,500,000,  at  15  dollars  per  head,  to 

3er  contra. 

;-half  the  farmers  throughout  the 
nion  make  three-fourths  of  their 
wn  clothing,  &c.  which  is  equal  to 
; remaining  half  probably  manu- 
icture  about  one-third  of  their  cloth- 
ig,  equal  to  - - - 


g 

200,000,000 

22,500,000  S 

222,500,000 


S 

75.000. 000 

33.000. 000 


108,000,000 


Cr.  Coxe  states  an  opinion  in  his  tables,  that  the  growth  of  wool  in  the  united 
is  in  1812,  was  from  20  to  22.000,000  lbs. 


82 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BRANCH. 


S fi 

Brought  forward,  I08,u0i),000  222,500 
The  clothing  for  the  slaves  is  princi- 
pally of  family  fabrics.  This  would 
warrant  the  deduction  of  the  whole 
22,500,  OO.  But  I suppose  the  plant- 
ers may  purchase  to  the  average 
amount  ot  five  dollars  for  each  slave, 
that  is,  in  the  whole  S7  500,000, 
which  leaves  of  family  fabrics  15,000,000 


Total  amount  of  household  fabrics  produced  and 

consumed  by  the  agriculturists.  - 123,000 

/ J 

Leaving  the  amount  of  clothing  and  furniture  pur- 
chased by  them  - - - - 99,500 

Of  this  amount  probably  10  per  cent. 

is  of  foreign  manufacture  - 9,950,000 

One-half  of  the  manufacturers,  say 
75 0,000,  live  in  country  towns  or  in 
the  country,  and  purchase  probably 
one-haif  of  their  clothing  from  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood,  say  15,000,000 


24,950 


Balance,  being  the  w hole  of  the  consumption  of  ar- 
ticles purchased  of  our  manufacturers  by  agricul- 
turists -----  g74,550 

% 

It  thus  appears,  notwithstanding  the  clamour  against  the 
nufacturers,  that  they  purchase  above  1 10,000,000  dollars  ar 
ally  more  from,  than  they  sell  to,  the  agriculturists. 


A contrast  between  the  domestic  exports  and  the  inte 
trade  of  the  nation,  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting,  as  it  willen 
us  to  ascertain  whether  thev  have  borne  in  the  minds  of  oui 

# J 

tizens  and  statesmen  the  comparative  rank  to  which  they  arc 
titled. 

The  domestic  exports  of  the  united  states  for  thir- 
ty years,  from  1789,  to  1819,  inclusive,  have  $ 

been  -----  1,058,800 
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; . shall  proceed  on  the  assumptions  on  which  I have  already 
■lit ii red  ; that  the  agriculturists  embrace  about  5,000,000  of  our 
wite  population  ; that  all  the  other  classes  of  whites,  who  are 
.(  sumers  of  the  productions  of  the  farmers  and  planters,  are 
J,  JO, 000  ; and  that  each  of  the  latter  classes,  consumes  to  the 
munt  of  a quarter  dollar  per  day,  or  one  dollar  and  seventy- 
n cents  per  week  in  food  and  drink.  Let  us  see  the  result — 

■30,000  of  people  at  one  dollar  and  seventy-five 
; ents  per  week,  equal  to  86,125,000  per  week, 

1 r per  annum 8318,500,000 


ir)nce  more. 

1"  present  population  is  about 


{ 


white 

black 


8.500.000 

1 .500.000 


10,000,000 


•'he  average  expenditure  of  forty  dollars  per  annum,  already 
timed,  for  the  furniture  and  clothing  of  8,500,000  white 
joie, 

founts  to  . . . . ■ . . 8340,000,000 

1)0,000  slaves,  each  15  dollars  . - 22,500,000 


365,500,000 

f.vhich  we  import  about  - 60,000,000 


Iving  a balance  furnished  by  our  own  industry, 

I - 

l which  add  the  above  sum  for  food  and  drink 

$ives  a total  of 
lr  materials  as  before  - 


305.500.000 

318.500.000 


623,000,000 

29,000,000 


•iiual  internal  trade  of  the  united  states  - 8657,000,000 


Ihhat  exhilarating  views  ! The  domestic  market  for  food 
t<  drink  is  nearlv  seven  hundred — and  the  internal  trade  above 
4teen  hundred  per  cent,  more  than  the  average  of  the  whole 
f ur  exports  during  a period  when  they  were  generally  at  ex- 
Itant  rates  ! How  infinitely  more  worthy  of  the  attention  of 
■citizens,  and  to  be  protected  by  our  statesmen,  than  they  have 
$ared  ! How  transcendently  superior  to  that  foreign  com- 
•:e,  which  has  been  fostered  with  so  much  care  ; has  excited 
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so  many  collisions  w ith  foreign  powers  ; cost  us  so  niuc 
foreign  embassies,  navy,  and  war ; and  entailed  on  us  so  l 
a national  debt  ! 

Again. 

Our  farmers  will  be  astonished  to  learn  that  the  consum 
of  Philadelphia  in  food  and  drink,  supposing  the  popul 
125,000  persons,  is  very  nearly  equal  to  the  amount  of  a 
eatable  articles  furnished  by  agriculturists,  exported  frorr 
country  to  every  quarter  of  the  world. 

125,000  persons,  at  a quarter  dollar  per  day,  or 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  per  wreek, 
consume  to  the  amount  of  218,500  dollar^  per 
week,  or  per  annum  . . . $11,37 


Total  exports  from  the  united  states  for  1819,  of  the follozvir 

tides. 


Hams 

lbs. 

700,369 

Custorr 

valua 

$10 

Pork 

bbls. 

28,173 

56 

Beef 

. bbls. 

34,966 

45 

Cheese 

lbs.  1 

,148,380 

11 

Sheep 

• • • 

8,445 

2 

Hogs 

• • 

2,324 

1 

Poultry 

* . 

1,184 

Indian  Corn 

bushels  1,086,762 

81 

Wheat 

do. 

82,065 

10 

Rye 

. do. 

67,605 

5 

Barley 

. do. 

3,047 

Oats 

. . do. 

23,284 

1 

Beans 

do. 

21,162 

3 

Peas 

do. 

48,400 

7 

Potatoes 

do. 

76,506 

3 

Apples 

. . barrels 

8,253 

2 

Flour 

. do. 

750,660 

6,50 

Meal,  rye 

. . do. 

48,388 

24 

Indian 

. do. 

135,271 

60 

Buckwheat 

do. 

203 

Ship  stuff 

. cwt. 

828 

Biscuit 

bbls. 

54,603 

27 

Do. 

. . kegs 

44,184 

3 

Rice 

. tierces  76,523 

2,14 

Butter 

. . lbs. 

911,621 

18 

Horned  cattle 

347 

13 

Total  of  exported  eatable  articles  furnished  bv 

agriculturists 

• • • 

! 

512, 5^ 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


| lumnious  clamour  against  the*  manufacturers  on  the  ground  of 
xtortion.  Destitute  of  the  shadow  of  foundation.  Take  the 
\eam  out  of  thine  own  eye.  Rise  of  merino  wool  3 or  400  per 
f ent.  Great  rise  of  the  price  of  inerchandize  after  the  declara- 
ion  of  war. 

he  most  plausible  argument  used  to  defeat  the  applications 
ithe  manufacturers  for  relief,  and  to  consign  those  who  have 
erto  escaped  ruin,  to  the  late  that  has  befallen  so  many  of 
hir  brethren,  is  the  “ extortion ” they  are  said  to  have  practised 
ling  the  late  war,  which,  if  they  have  an  opportunity,  they 
, it  is  asserted,  repeat.  T he  justice  of  this  accusation  is  as 
jily  believed  by  a large  portion  of  the  people  of  the  united 
ices,  as  if  it  were  supported  by  proofs  from  holy  writ.”  Per- 
s whose  interests  are  subserved  by  exciting  hostility  against 
manufacturers,  employ  great  zeal  and  address  in  dissemina- 
ting prejudice.  Unfortunately  their  efforts  have  been  crown- 
ith  success.  The  accusation,  it  is  true,  has  been  refuted 
es  without  number  ; but,  regardless  of  the  refutation  it  is 
advanced  with  as  much  confidence  as  if  disproof  had  never 
attempted  and  indeed,  as  if  disproof  were  impossible. 
j?his  reproachful  charge  has  been  recently  advanced  by  a res- 
itable  body  of  planters,  whose  opportunities  and  situation  in 
I should  have  shielded  them  from  falling  into  such  an  error. 
I:  general  meeting  of  delegates  of  the  United  Agricultural 
lieties  of  Virginia,  in  a memorial  adopted  on  the  10th  of  Janua- 
Jtl820,  deprecate  the  idea  of  being  placed 
I'  At  the  mercy  of  an  association,  who,  competition  being  re- 
| oved,  will  no  longer  consider  the  intrinsic  value  of  an  article, 

• what  price  would  afford  a fair  profit  to  the  manufacturer, 
at  how  much  the  necessities  of  the  consumer  woidd  enable  them 
extort.  Of  this  spirit  rue  had  a sufficient  specimen  during 
< e late  war  with  Great  Britain .” 

This  severe  accusation  is  adduced  by 


L 


as  Cocke, 
|iund  Ruffin, 
0 1 Edmonds, 
prge  Blow, 
1?.  Ruffin, 


ivhe 


W.  J.  Cocke, 
Nicholas  Fanleon, 
Charles  H.  Graves, 
Richard  Cocke, 
John  Pegram, 


Roger  A.  Jones, 
Tiieophilus  Field,  | 

John  Jones,  and  ^-Esqrs. 
Henry  Jones,  ! 

J 


, . ..en  these  gentlemen  were  thus  denouncing  “ the  extortion 
Ictised  in  consequence  of  the  necessities  of  the  consumer”  it 
Wonderful  they  did  not  pause  a little  and  reflect  on  the  price 
ifteen  dollars  per  cwt.  which  they  received  in  1816  for  their 

12 
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tobacco,  in  consequence  of  “ the  necessities ” of  the  ship 
whereby  so  large  a portion  of  those  shippers  were  ruined 
so  many  respectable  families  reduced  from  a state  of  affli 
to  penury  and  dependence  ! They  might  also  turn  their  a 
tion  to  the  extravagant  price  of  two  dollars,  and  two  dollar 
a half  per  bushel  for  wheat,  and  eleven,  twelve,  thiiteen 
fourteen  dollars  per  barrel  for  flour.  These  reminisci 
would  have  been  rather  malapropos,  and  deranged  some  o 
flowery'  paragraphs  of  their  memorial.  Our  own  offence 
easily  forgotten.  “They  are  marked  in  sand” — while  tho 
our  neighbours  are  “ engraven  on  marble.” 

As  the  prejudice  on  this  subject  has  produced  the  most 
terious  consequences,  not  merely  on  the  happiness  and  pros 
ty  of  the  manufacturers  generally,  but  on  the  power  and  rei 
ces  of  the  nation,  I hope  for  a candid  hearing,  while  I invest 
it,  and  undertake  to  prove — 

1.  That  the  charge  is  not  only  not  true,  but  the  rever 
truth  ; that  the  rise  of  price  was  perfectly  justifiable  ; and 
the  shadow  of  extortion  did  not  attach  to  the  procedure. 

2,  That  the  charge  of  extortion  would  apply  with  infir 
greater  force  and  propriety  to  the  farmers,  planters,  and 
chants,  who  in  this  case  are  the  accusers,  than  it  does  t< 
manufacturers. 

The  accusation  has  been  more  frequently  predicated  oi 
rise  of  the  price  of  broad  cloths,  than  of  any  other  article, 
it  here  presents  itself  in  a tangible  form,  and  subject  t< 
talisman  of  figures,  I shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  this 
minent  and  conspicuous  case  ; observ  ing,  en  passant,  that 
facts  and  reasoning  apply  equally  to  other  branches,  1 he 
stand  on  nearly  the  same  ground.  In  every  case,  in  which  t 
of  price  took  place,  it  arose  from  causes  similar  to  that  vv 
operated  on  broad  cloth.  Therefore  if  the  charge  be  dispr 
in  this  instance,  it  falls  to  the  ground  on  the  whole  ; ju 
when,  during  the  late  war,  several  vessels  wrere  captured  in 
cumstances  exactly  similar,  the  trial  of  one  decided  the  fa 
the  rest. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  as  follows  : — superfine  broad  < 
was  sold  previous  to  the  war  at  from  eight  to  nine  dollars 
yard — during  the  war,  it  rose  to  twelve,  thirteen,  and  fourte 

On  this  “ extortion"  the  changes  have  been  rung  from  ] 
Hampshire  to  Georgia — from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Mississ 
It  is  considered  as  a set  off  against,  and  justification  of, 
wide-spread  scene  of  desolation,  the  sacrifice  of  capital,  tc 
amount  of  millions,  the  ruin  of  hundreds  of  capitalists,  and 
extreme  distress  of  thousands  whose  sole  dependence  is  or 
labour  of  their  hands — on  which  congress  have  for  years  lo< 
with  unfeeling  indifference,  w ithout  taking  a single  effectual 
to  relieve  the  sufferers,  or  to  remove  their  sufferings. 
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The  value  of  every  manufactured  article  depends  on  the  price 
l:he  raw  material — the  cost  of  workmanship — and  the  profit 
Ihe  capitalist  by  whom  it  is  produced. 

That  a rise  in  the  price  of  either  or  both  of  the  two  first  will 
itify  a rise  in  the  price  of  the  article,  is  too  manifest  to  require 
lof. 

'fowto  the  senseless  and  calumnious  outcry  against  u extor- 
I,”  on  this  subject,  it  would  be  sufficient  to  state  the  simple 
i,  that  the  raw  material  experienced  a most  extraordinary  rise, 
Ivill  appear  from  the  following  statement  of  the  prices  at  dif- 
ibnt  periods — 

Prices  of  Merino  xvool. 

. . . . per  lb. 


812. 


814. 


May 

July 

Oct. 

May 
Aug. 
Nov.  14. 


1. 

20. 

1. 

1. 

29. 


75  cents. 
75  to  100* 
75  to  150* 
300  to  400* 
300  to  400* 
30> 1 to  400* 

’his  alone  would  settle  the  question  beyond  the  power  of  ap= 

et  it  be  observed,  that  it  requires  two  pounds  of  wool  to 
ce  a yard  of  superfine  cloth.  Therefore  the  difference  in  the 
;e  of  the  raw  material  accounts  for,  and  fully  justifies  the 
: in  the  price  of  the  cloth.  Two  pounds  of  wool  in  May, 
2,  cost  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  ; in  May,  1814,  they  avera- 
. seven  dollars.  It  follows,  that  the  per  centage  of  profit  was 
so  great  on  the  cloth  at  fourteen  dollars  as  at  eight, 
do  not  know  the  expense  of  workmanship  ; but  shall  suppose 
ve  dollars  per  yard. — Any  other  sum  would  answer  equally 
1* 


s.  wool 
>rkmanship 

(.fit 

ce  of  cloth 


1. 

1814.  May  1. 

. SI  50 

2 lbs.  wool 

87 

. 5 00 

Workmanship 

5f 

6 50 

12 

1 50 

Profit 

2 

88  00 

cent. 

Price  of  cloth 

Profit  16f  percent. 

814 

Vages  rose  considerably  ; for  however  extraordinary  it  may 
m to  colonel  Pegram  and  his  friends,  it  is  nevertheless  true, 

Srotjan’s  Price  Current. 

I have  assumed  the  wages  the  same  in  1814  as  in  1812 ; but  as  stated  in  the 
\ they  rose  considerably  in  consequence  of  the  great  demand  for  workmen, 
jve  the  advantage  this  would  afford  to  the  argument. 
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that  a workman  thinks  he  has  as  clear  a right  to  raise  his  \ 
in  case  of  an  increased  demand,  as  a planter  has  to  raise  the 
of  his  tobacco  or  cotton  in  similar  circumstances. 

There ^is,  moreover,  another  item  of  considerable  impoi 
to  be  taken  into  view. 

Owing  to  the  utter  impolicy  of  our  government  on  this  i 
in  not  affording  adequate  protection  to  the  woollen  manufai 
the  business  had  been  conducted  on  a very  narrow  scale  j 
ous  to  the  war.  The  establishments  were  erected  after  war 
menced,  at  an  enormous  expense,  and  under  considerable  t 
vantages.  This  alone  would  warrant  the  whole  of  the 
price,  in  the  shape  of  interest,  on  the  capital  thus  invested. 

I now  proceed  to  prove,  that  had  the  woollen  and  other  n 
facturers  raised  the  prices  of  their  fabrics,  without  any  r 
the  raw  materials,  or  wages,  or  without  any  extraordinar 
pense  of  buildings,  neither  the  farmer  nor  the  merchant  c 
justly  censure  them,  without  at  the  same  time  pronouncing 
own  condemnation. 

So  far  as  respects  the  farmer,  I might  rest  the  question  o 
case  stated,  of  the  Merino  wool.  The  rise  on  this  artic'e, 
seventy-five  cents  to  three  and  four  dollars,  in  two  years, 
among  the  most  extravagant  advances  ever  known  in  the  ai 
of  trade.  And  if  the  charge  of  u extortion ” would  ever  1 
lie  against  a rise  in  price,  it  would  in  this  case  indubitabl 
Never  was  the  admonition — 

“ First  cast  the  beam  out  of  thine  own  eye — and  then  thou 
see  clearly  to  cast  out  the  mote  out  of  thy  brother's  eye," 
more  appropriate.  Had  the  pharisee  in  the  gospel  reproa 
the  publican  with  pride,  he  would  not  have  been  more  culp 
than  the  farmer,  who  raised  his  wool  three  or  four  hundrec 
cent,  and  reproaches  the  manufacturer  with  u extortion 
raising  the  cloth,  made  of  that  wool,  fifty  per  cent.  Indeed  i 
the  exuberant  stock  of  human  folly,  there  cannot  be  found 
thing  more  extraordinary  or  extravagant. 

But  the  defence  does  not  rest  on  this  ground  alone.  It  is 
roborated  by  almost  every  article  of  agricultural  produce,  w 
has  always  risen  in  consequence  of  an  increased  demand, 
remove  all  doubt,  if  doubt  could  have  existed,  I state  from 
Philadelphia  price  current  the  various  prices  of  four  article 
different  periods,  with  the  very  extraordinary  advances  on  tl 


Flour. 

1809. 

Jan. 16. 
March  6. ' 

. . . per  bbl. 

• • • • i 

1810. 

May  1. 
Aug.  1. 

i 

11 

Tar. 

1813. 

Jan.  9. 
May  8. 

C 

• • • • » A 
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Itch. 

1813.  Jan. 

9. 

May 

8. 

Oct. 

9. 

Iims. 

1813.  Jan. 

9. 

May 

8. 

1- 

Oct. 

9. 

per  lb. 


2 50 

4 50 

5 00 
91 
11 

14| 


So  much  for  the  farmers.  Let  us  now  examine  how  far  they 
fe  kept  in  countenance  by  the  proceedings  of  the  merchants. 
gWar  was  declared  on  the  18th  of  June,  1812.  An  immediate 
|e  of  price  took  place  in  every  article  in  the  market  which  was 
ther  scarce  or  likely  to  become  so.  Some  were  at  once  raised 
ly,  sixty,  and  seventy  per  cent.,  as  may  be  seen  by  an  exami- 
icion  of  the  following  table. 


1812.  June  9. 
perial  tea  . per  lb.  Si  30 

son  ...  96 

Jffee  . . 15§ 

Ihite  Havanna  sugar,  per  cwt.  14  75 
wn  do.  do.  . 12  75 


1812.  July  13 
Si  87§ 
1 35 
20 
18  50 
16  00 


IA.11  these  advances  took  place  in  less  than  live  weeks. 


1812.  June  9. 

1812.  Aug.  10. 

1 ssia  hemp  per 

ton 

S242  50 

S300  00 

mvanna  molasses 

. 56 

72  i 

lachong  tea 

• 

50 

75 

I t,  per  bushel 

1812. 

May  1. 

Aug.  1. 

55 

85 

1813. 

Oct.  1. 

1 35 

1814. 

Aug.  1. 

2 25 

|.i,  per  box 

& 

Oct.  1. 

3 00 

1812. 

May  1 . 

. 28  00 

Aug.  1. 

Oct.  l.~ 

. 32  00 

33  00 

1814. 

Aug.  1 . 

50  00 

Pister  Paris,  per  ton  1812. 

June  1. 

Aug.  31. 

12  37| 
. 14  50 

Oct.  5. 

15  50 

I . * 

Dec.  14. 

17  50 

This  was  all  regarded  as  perfectly  fair,  honest  and  honourable. 
| ere  was  not  the  shadow  of  “ extortion ” supposed  to  be  in  it. 
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The  merchant,  who  raised  his  souchong  tea  fifty  per  cent,  wa 
deeply  engaged  in  clearing  the  manufacturer’s  eye  of  the  “ m 
that  he  quite  forgot  to  “ take  the  beam  out  of  his  own.” 

Can  the  citizen,  who  buys  flour  at  six  dollars,  and  sells  it 
tasionally  in  the  West  Indies  for  twenty,  twenty-five,  or  tl 
dollars,  without  a deep  blush  reproach  the  manufacturer 
“ extortion ” for  raising  broad  cloth,  from  eight  to  fourteen 
lars,  when  the  raw  material  rose  so  extravagantly?  or  even 
the  price  of  the  latter  remained  stationary? 

Rise  of  price,  in  consequence  of  scarcity  or  increased  dem 
is,  or  is  not,  “ extortion."  This  is  a dilemma,  on  the  horn 
which  the  farmers,  planters,  and  merchants  are  caught.  If  i 
11  extortion,"  they  have  been  and  are  “ extortioners ” in  the  fu 
sense  of  the  word  ; as  they  always  have  and  always  do  raise 
price  of  their  produce  or  merchandize,  in  consequence  of  scs 
ty  or  increased  demand.  Indeed,  if  this  be  extortion,  all  n 
kind  are  extortioners — lawyers,  doctors,  apothecaries,  h< 
owners,  ship  owners,  money  ienders,  planters,  and  farmers,  w 
out  distinction ; for  they  all  raise  their  prices  in  consequenc 
an  increased  demand.  But  if  this  be  not  extortion,  as  itcert 
ly  is  not,  then  every  man,  woman,  or  child  in  the  nation,  f; 
the  highest,  proudest,  haughtiest,  and  wealthiest,  down  to 
lowest  scullion,  who  has  advanced  the  charge  of  “ extort < 
against  the  manufacturers,  has  broken  the  eighth  comm: 
ment  of  the  decalogue,  and  “ borne  false  witness  against 
neighbour 

I trust,  therefore,  that  there  is  no  man  of  liberality  in  the  cc 
try,  who  considers  the  subject  with  due  attention,  but  willal 
that  the  incessant  clamour  against  the  manufacturers  for  extort 
is  illiberal  and  disgraceful  to  the  age — utterly  destitute  of  fc 
dation — in  direct  hostility  with  that  brotherly  regard  which 
low  citizens  owe  each  other,  and  which  is  the  surest  foundai 
of  harmony  and  happiness  in  a community  ; and  that  it  prodi 
a system  of  conduct  inconsistent  with  the  soundest  principle 
political  economy — as  well  as  destructive  to  the  permar 
wealth,  pow  er,  and  resources  of  the  nation. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

he  agricultural  the  predominant  interest  in  the  united  states. 
Great  advantages  to  agriculture  from  the  vicinity  of  manufac- 
turing establishments.  Case  of  Aberdeen.  Of  Harmony.  Oj 
Providence.  Fall  of  lands  the  result  of  the  decay  of  manufac- 
tures. 


As  the  agriculturists  are  now,  and  are  likely  to  be  for  a centu- 
i at  least,  the  predominating  interest  in  this  country,  and  have 
s decided  influence  in  its  legislation,  it  is  of  immense  impor- 
pce  that  they  should  form  correct  views  on  the  system  best 
clculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  And  it  is  much  to 
I regretted  that  the  endeavours  to  persuade  them,  that  there  is 
I hostility  between  their  interests  and  those  of  their  manufac- 
(ying  fellow  citzens,  have  been  but  too  successful.  Never  was 
l:re  a prejudice  much  more  unfounded,  or  more  pernicious  to 
rcir  prosperity  and  to  that  of  the  nation  at  large. 

It  is  proved,  (page  84)  that  the  annual  consumption  of  the 
|ty  of  Philadelphia  in  food  and  drink,  amounts  to  about 
1,000,000  dollars,  all  paid  to  the  farmers,  which  is  more  than 
fce-fifth  part  of  all  the  domestic  exports  of  the  united  states  for 
f:  last  year  ; within  ten  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  articles  of 
xl  exported  within  that  year;  and  above  thirty  per  cent,  of  the 
rage  domestic  exports  of  the  nation  for  the  last  thirty'  y^ears. 
!To  the  farmer  and  planter  the  home  market  is  incomparably' 
re  advantageous  than  the  foreign.  Woeful  experience  proves 
it  the  latter  is  subject  to  ruinous  fluctuations.  Whereas  the 
mer  is  permanent  and  steady,  little  liable  to  vicissitude  unless 
^'affected  by  foreign  demand.  It  furnishes  a certain  sale  for 
k farmer’s  vegetables,  poultrv,  fruit,  fuel,  and  various  other  ar- 
tiles,  too  perishable,  or  too  bulky-  in  proportion  to  their  value, 
v exportation.  The  income  from  all  these  forms  a most  im- 


prtant  item  in  the  prosperity  of  the  farmer.  This  is  true,  even 
iismall  countries,  as  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  of  which 
$2ry  part  is  contiguous  to,  or  not  far  distant  from  the  advanta- 
ge of  navigation.  But  it  has  ten-fold  weight  in  a country  like 
united  states,  of  which  a large  and  important  portion  is  from 
d ee  to  fifteen  hundred  miles  distant  from  the  emporium  to 
w ich  its  productions  must  be  transported  before  they  are  put 

! shipboard  to  be  forwarded  to  a market.  The  difference,  to 
se  portions  of  this  country-,  between  dependence  on  a preca- 
us  foreign  and  on  a certain  domestic  maiket,  is  probably  equal 
Dtfifty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  profits  of  farming. 
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As  theories,  however  plausible,  are  liable  to  great  errors 
less  supported  by  the  bulwark  of  facts,  I presume  that  it  ca 
be  unacceptable  to  the  reader,  to  have  these  important  v 
substantiated  by  facts  of  undeniable  authenticity.  I therefore 
mit  for  consideration  the  case  of  the  neighbourhood  of  A 
deen  in  Scotland,  and  that  of  the  settlement  of  Harmony  ii 
state  of  Pennsylvania. 

“ Have  we  not  opportunities  of  observing  every  day,  th 
“ the  neighbourhood  of  a ready  market , no  inducements  are  n 
“ sary  to  excite  the  common  farmer  to  become  industrious, 
“ carry  on  improvements  of  every  sort  with  success  ? A par 
“ lar  case  occurs  to  me  just  now,  that  is  so  directly  in  point. 
“ I cannot  resist  the  temptation  of  producing  it,  as  an  exa 
“ of  the  rapid  progress  with  zvhich  improvements  in  agricu 
“ are  made  when  circumstances  are  favourable. 

“The  town  of  Aberdeen  has  made  great  advances  inth 

“ AND  MANUFACTURES  WITHIN  THESE  THIRTY  OR  FORTY  Y1 

“ past.  The  number  of  inhabitants  has  increased  greatly  ^ 
“ in  that  period.  Money  has  become  more  plenty  there  than 
“ mer/y.  Their  manner  of  living  is  now  more  elegant  am 
“ pensive  ; articles  of  luxury  have  increased.  In  consequ 
“ of  good  roads  having  become  more  common,  horses  and  w 
“ carriages  have  also  bdcome  extremely  numerous.  O 
“ which  accounts,  the  demand  for  fresh  vegetables  has  greatl 
“ creased  in  that  place  within  the  period  above  mentioned. 

“ But  on  account  of  the  particular  situation  of  that  tow 
“ was  a matter  of  some  difficulty  to  augment  the  produce  o 
“ fields  in  that  neighbourhood,  and  supply  the  daily  incres 
“ demand  for  these.  This  city  is  placed  in  the  midst  of  a coi 
“ that  is  naturally  the  most  sterile  that  can  possibly  be  imag 
“ For,  unless  it  be  a few  hundred  acres  of  ground  that  lie  beti 
“ the  mouths  of  the  rivers  Dee  and  Don,  close  by  the  town, 
“ was  not  an  inch  of  ground  for  many  miles  around  it , that  < 
“ supply  the  inhabitants  with  any  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
“ the  east  is  the  German  Ocean.  On  the  south  the  Gram 
“ mountains  come  close  to  the  river,  terminating  in  a head- 
“ on  the  south  side  of  the  harbour,  called  the  Girdle  Aress : 
“ on  the  west  and  north,  it  is  environed  for  many  miles  wii 
“ extended  waste,  the  most  dismal  that  can  be  conceive! 
“ which  nothing  can  be  discovered  but  large  masses  of  s 
“ heaped  upon  one  another,  interspersed  here  and  there  w 
“ few  bushes  of  starved  heath,  or  disjoined  by  uncomfori 
« bogs  and  spouting  marshes,  the  most  unpromising  to  the  v 
“ of  the  farmer  that  can  possibly  be  imagined. 

“ But  what  is  it  that  human  industry  cannot  perform  ! i 
“ undertaking  is  too  bold  for  man  to  attempt,  when  he  hai 
“ prospect  of  being  repaid  for  his  labour!  Even  these  di: 
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-wastes  it  was  imagined,  might  be  converted  into  corn-fields. 
’'The  ground  was  trenched  ; the  stones  were  blasted  by  gun- 
'powder,  and  removed  at  an  immense  expense  ; manures  were 
'purchased  : and  thousands  of  acres  of  this  sort  of  ground  are 
lnow  waving  with  the  most  luxuriant  harvests , and  yield  a rent 
'from  five  to  eight  pounds  sterling  per  acre. 

“ In  any  other  part  of  the  world  that  I have  seen,  it  would  be 
^reckoned  impossible  to  convert  such  soils  to  any  valuable  use; 
And  the  most  daring  improver  that  I have  met  with  any  where 
*telse,  would  shrink  back  from  attempting  to  cultivate  a field 
Avhich  an  Aberdeensman  would  consider  as  a trifling  labour. 
‘Long  habit  has  familiarised  them  to  such  arduous  undertakings 
f — undertakings  which  could  not  be  attempted  any  where  else  ; 
lis,  unless  in  such  a particular  situation  as  I have  described, 
rthe  improver  could  never  be  repaid.  For  in  wnat  other  part 
•of  Europe  could  a man  lay  out  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  or 
flip  wards,  on  an  acre  of  ground,  before  it  could  be  put  under 
■crop,  with  any  prospect  of  being  repaid  ? yet  this  is  no  uncom- 
mon thing  in  that  neighbourhood. 

i “ Nor  is  this  all : For  to  such  a height  is  the  spirit  for  nn  pro ve- 
hnent  risen  in  that  part  of  the  world,  that  they  are  not  only 

Iger  to  cultivate  those  barren  fields,  but  even  purchase  these 
eary  wastes  at  a vast  expense  for  that  purpose.  The  last 
ot  of  ground  of  this  sort  that  was  to  be  disposed  of  in  that 
ighbourhood,  was  feued  off  by  the  town  of  Aberdeen  in  the 
ar  1773,  for  ever,  at  an  annual  quit-rent,  or,  as  we  call  it, 
i-duty,  of  thirty-three  or  thirty-four  shillings  sterling  per 
re,  although  it  was  not  then,  and  never  could  have  been  worth 
r pence  per  acre,  if  left  in  its  native  state — nor  could  be  con- 
rted  into  corn-ground  but  at  an  expense  nearly  equal  to  that 
ove-mentioned. 

Could  I produce  a more  satisfactory  proof,  that  A GOOD 
ARKET  WILL  ALWAYS  PRODUCE  A SPIRITED 
GRICULTURE  ?”* 

o this  Scotch  case,  which  is  nearly  as  strong  and  conclusive 
■ the  mind  can  conceive,  I shall  add  a more  recent  American 
lie,  which  has  a peculiar  interest. 

fcThe  settlement  at  Harmony,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
b^un  in  the  fall  of  1804.  and  is  probably  the  only  settlement  ev- 
emade  in  America,  in  which  from  the  outset  agriculture  and 
nmufactures  proceeded  hand-in-hand  together.  The  pi  ogress 
t>  wealth  and  prosperity,  therefore,  has  been  fat  beyond  any 
pivious  or  subsequent  example  in  this  country. 

In  1809,  they  built  a fulling  mill,  which  does  a great  deal  of 
^business  for  the  country,  a hemp  mill,  an  oil  mill,  a grist  mill, 

i Anderson  on  the  means  of  exciting  a spirit  of  National  Industry,  p.  63. 
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“ a brick  warehouse,  46  by  36  feet,  having  a wine  cellar 
“ pletelv  arched  over  ; and  another  brick  building  of  the 
“ dimensions.  A considerable  quantity  of  land  was  clear 
“The  produce  of  this  year  was  6000  bushels  of  Indian  < 
“4500  bushels  of  wheat;  4500  bushels  of  rye  ; 5000  bush 
“ oats  ; 10,000  bushels  of  potatoes  ; 4000  lbs.  of  flax  and  h 
“ 100  bushels  of  barley  brewed  into  beer  ; and  50  galh 
“ sweet  oil,  made  from  the  white  poppy,  and  equal  to  the  inr 
“ ed  olive  oil.  Of  this  produce  they  sold  3000  bushels  ol 
“ 1000  bushels  of  potatoes,  1000  bushels  of  wheat ; and  the 
“ tilled  1600  bushels  of  rye. 

“ In  1810,  a wool-carding  machine  and  two  spinning  je 
“ were  erected  for  the  fabrication  of  broad  'doth  from  the 
“of  merino  sheep.  A frame  barn  was  built,  100  feet 
“and  a brick  house  built,  to  accommodate  twenty  we< 
“ looms.”* 

“ After  breakfast,  we  visited  the  different  branches  of  n 
“ factures.  In  the  wool  loft,  eight  orten  women  were  emp 
“ in  teazing  and  sorting  the  wool  for  the  carding  machine  1 
“ is  at  a distance  on  the  creek.  From  thence  the  rove 
“brought  to  the  spinning  house  in  the  town,  where  we 
“ two  roving  billies  and  six  spinning  jennies  at  work. 

“ were  principally  wrought  by  young  girls,  and  they  app 
“ perfectly  happy,  singing  church  music  most  melodiously 
“ the  weaving  house  sixteen  looms  were  at  work,  besides  st 
•‘warpers  and  winders.”! 

“ After  dinner  we  visited  the  soap  and  candle  works  ; th 
“ works  ; shearing  and  dressing  works  ; the  turners,  carpe 
“ and  machine  makers  ; and,  finally,  we  were  conducted  thi 
“ the  warehouses,  which  we  found  plentifully  stored  with 
“ modities  ; among  others,  we  saw  450  pieces  of  broad  and  tu 
“ cloth,  part  of  it  of  merino  wool , and  of  as  good  a fabric  a 
“ that  ever  was  made  in  England.  We  were  told , that  they 
“ sell  the  best  broadcloth , as  fast  as  made , at  ten  dollai 
u yard.'f 

“ The  society  now  [1811]  consists  of  about  800  persons 
“ the  operative  members  are  nearly  as  follow:  one  hundrei 
“mers  ; three  shepherds  ; ten  masons  ; three  stone-cutters  ; 
“ brickmakers  ; ten  carpenters  ; two  sawyers  ; ten  smiths  ; 
“ wagon  makers  ; three  turners  ; two  nailors  ; seven  cooj 
“ three  rope  makers  ; ten  shoemakers  ; two  saddlers  ; three 
“ ners ; seven  tailors  ; one  soap  boiler  ; one  brewer  ; four  c 
“ lers  ; one  gardener  ; two  grist  millers  ; two  oil  millers 
“ butcher  ; sixjoiners  ; six  dyers,  dressers,  shearers,  &c.  on 
“ ler ; two  hatters  ; two  potters  ; two  warpers  ; seventeen  \ 

* Melish’s  Travels,  ii.  68.  jTdeni,  70.  % Idem,  7 
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ers  ; two  carders  ; eight  spinners;  one  rover;  one  minister  of 
religion  ; one  schoolmaster;  one  doctor;  one  storekeeper,  with 
two  assistants  ; and  one  tavernkeeper,  with  one  assistant.”* 
The  original  stock,  in  1804,  was  20,000  dollars,  which  the 
■ttlers  expended  in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  in  supporting 
remselves  till  they  commenced  their  operations.  And,  in  1811, 
ieir  property  amounted  to  the  wonderful  sum  of  220,000 
ftflars. 

900  acres  of  land 890,000 

'Stock  of  provisions  ......  25,000 

Mills,  machinery,  and  public  buildings  . . 21,000 

'Dwelling  houses  ......  18,000 

1 Horses,  cattle,  hogs,  and  poultry  . , . 10,000 

1000  sheep,  one  third  of  them  merinoes,  of  which  one 

ram  cost  1000  dollars 6,000 

Stock  of  goods,  spirits,  manufactures,  leather,  imple- 
ments of  husbandry,  Jkc.  8cc.  ....  50,000 


S220,000f 

i To  this  delightful  picture  of  the  blessed  effects  of  a judicious 
istribution  of  industry,  the  statesman  ought  to  direct  his  eyes 
teadily.  It  holds  out  a most  instructive  lesson  on  the  true  poli- 
y to  promote  human  happiness,  and  to  advance  the  wealth,  pow- 
r,  and  resources  of  nations.  The  history  of  the  world  may  be 
xamined  in  vain  for  any  instance  of  such  rapid  strides  made  by 
ny  body  of  men,  wholly  unaided  bv  bounties,  premiums,  loans, 
r immunities  from  government.  The  Harmonists  were  true 
radical  political  economists.  They  did  not,  like  so  large  a 
ortion  of  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the  united  states,  lavish  their 
health  on  the  manufactures  of  a distant  hemisphere,  nor  buyr 
broad  cheap  those  articles  which  they  could  procure  at  home, 
n the  sound  and  strong  language  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  they  “ pla- 
ced  the  manufacturer  beside  the  agriculturist  ;”  and  they  have 
eaped  the  copious  harvest  which  such  a policy  cannot  fail  to 
ecure.  One  such  practical  example  outweighs  volumes  of  the 
'isionary  theories  of  those  closet  politicians,  who  are  the  dupes 
)f  their  heated  imaginations. 

Mr.  Gallatin’s  report  on  manufactures,  dated  April,  17,  1810, 
iontains  an  important  statement  of  the  situation  ol  a manufacto- 
ry in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  which  sheds  great  light  on  this 
subject,  and  which  is  entitled  to  the  most  serious  attention  of 
she  agriculturists,  as  placing  beyond  doubt  the  advantages  they 
lerive  from  the  establishment  of  manufactories  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood . 

Melish’s  Travels,ii.  77.  J Idem,  80. 
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In  this  manutactory  there  were  employed,  males 

Females  

And  besides  the  above,  there  were  employed  for  the  estab- 
lishment, in  neighbouring  families,  males  - - 

Females  - - - - - . 


1 hus,  out  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  persons,  tl 
were  one  hundred  and  four  females.  1 he  report  is  so  far  c 
cient,  that  it  does  not  detail  the  respective  ages  of  the  work  j 
pie  ; but  judging  from  the  state  of  other  manufactories,  we  i 
assume  that  at  least  half  of  the  whole  number  were  children. 

If  this  be  admitted,  it  will  follow,  that  there  were  men 

\V  omen  

Male  and  female  children  ------ 


To  the  farmer  this  statement  presents  itself  in  a peculh 
striking  point  of  light.  Of  the  whole  number  of  person; 
whom  this  manufactory  afforded  employment,  more  than  ti 
thirds  belonged  to  the  circumjacent  farm-houses,  who  were  tl 
enabled  to  gather  up  fragments  of  time,  which  would  otherw 
have  been  inevitably  lost.  It  is  probable  that  the  profits  of  tf 
labour  were  nearly  equal,  perhaps  superior  to  the  profits  of 
farming. 

I might  cite  the  cases  of  Brandywine,  Wilmington,  Pittsbu 
Providence,  Lancaster,  and  a hundred  other  places  in  the  uni 
states,  where  the  establishment  of  manufactories,  by  affording 
extensive  and  advantageous  market  to  the  farmer,  doubled  a 
trebled  the  price  of  the  lands  in  their  neighbourhood — and 
creased  in  an  equal  degree  the  comforts  and  prosperity  of  i 
farmers.  And  on  the  contrary,  numberless  instances  are  to 
met  with,  in  which  the  recent  decline  of  manufactures  has 
duced  the  lands  to  one  half,  one  third,  and  in  some  places  c 
fourth,  of  the  previous  price.  The  average  reduction  of  t 
price  of  land  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pittsburg  is  above  o 
half  of  what  it  was  bought  and  sold  for  in  1813,  14  and  15. 

The  farmers  of  the  united  states  have  I een  induced  to  oppe 
protection  to  their  manufacturing  fellow  citizens  lest  they  shoe 
be  obliged  to  purchase  domestic,  at  a higher  rate  than  import 
manufactures.  This  erroneous  policy  has  carried  its  own  pu 
ishment  with  it.  The  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  farmer’s  pr 
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-ice,  which  can  be  obviously  traced  to  the  prostration  of  the 
anufactories,  has  in  many  cases  been  quadruple  the  saving  in 
ie  price  of  the  articles  he  purchased.  I take  as  examples,  raw 
'Dol  and  woollen  cloth,  and  suppose  that  the  farmer  could  buy 
ireign  cloth  for  six  dollars,  and  would  have'  to  pay,  in  consc- 
ience of  protecting  duties,  nine  for  American — a difference 
tat  never  existed  in  regular  trade.  The  prices  of  goods  pur- 
tased  at  auction,  cannot  with  propriety  be  taken  into  account, 
'hey  baffle  all  calculation. 

i'Merino  wool  now  sells  for  fifty  cents  per  pound : of  course  it 
nbuld  require  twelve  pounds  to  pay  for  a yard  of  British  cloth, 
lit  had  the  woollen  manufacture  been  duly  protected,  wool 
»iuld  be  at  least  one  dollar  and  a quarter.  Thus  seven  pounds 
r wool  would  pay  nearly  for  a yard  of  domestic  cloth,  at  the 
jesumed  advance  of  price. 

Let  it  be  added,  moreover,  that  the  farmer  would  probably 
leer  twice  or  three  times  the  quantity  of  wool,  were  the  price 
e dollar  or  one  dollar  and  a quarter,  that  he  does  at  present : 
' had  the  woollen  manufacture  been  protected,  the  merino 
eep  in  which  such  immense  sums  were  invested,  would  have 
;en  preserved,  instead  of  so  large  a portion  of  them  being  con- 
pied  to  the  slaughter-house. 

Believing  that  the  prejudices  prevailing  on  this  subject  have 
ne  more  injury  to  this  country,  and  more  retarded  its  progress 
m all  the  wars  it  ever  carried  on,  from  the  landing  of  “ the  Pil- 
ims”  to  the  present  hour,  I make  no  apology  for  adding  ano- 

1“r  instructive  quotation  from  the  respectable  writer  who  figures 
largely  at  the  commencement  of  it.  Would  to  heaven  that 
se  farmers  and  planters  who  form  the  majority  of  the  legisla- 
e of  the  united  states,  were  duly  impressed  with  the  sound- 
tss  of  his  statements,  and  predicated  the  laws  of  their  country 
I the  useful  lessons  they  furnish ! The  united  states  would 
|:n  present  a different  spectacle  from  what  they  do  at  present 
I their  friends  and  enemies — a spectacle  of  gratulation  to  the 
I'rner,  and  of  mourning  to  the  latter. 

r‘  Those  who  wish  to  make  agriculture  flourish  in  any  country , 
wan  have  no  hope  of  succeeding  in  the  attempt  but  by  bringing 
commerce  and  manufactures  to  her  aid ; which , by  taking  from 
* he  farmer  his  superfluous  produce,  gives  spirit  to  his  operations , 
I ind  life  and  activity  to  his  mind.  Without  this  stimulus  to 
(activity,  in  vain  do  we  use  arguments  to  rouse  the  sluggish  in- 
habitants. In  vain  do  we  discover  that  the  earth  is  capable  of 
'‘iroducing  the  most  luxuriant  harvests  with  little  labour.  Our 
fbwn  abundant  crops  are  produced  as  undeniable  proofs  of  this 
*n  vain  But  place  a manufacturer  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
ioill  buy  every  little  article  that  the  farmer  can  bring  to  market , 
%md  he  will  soon  become  industrious — the  most  barren  fields  will 
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“ become  covered  with  some  useful  produce.  Instead  of 
“ less  vagabonds,  unfit  for  any  service — the  country  will  ab< 
“ with  a hardy  and  robust  race  of  men,  fit  for  every  vali 
“ purpose  : and  the  voice  of  festivity  and  joy  be  heard  in  e 
“ corner,  instead  of  the  groans  of  misery  and  the  sighs  of  dis 
“ tent.”* 

With  one  more  extract  from  another  work  of  considcrabl 
pute,  I conclude  this  chapter. 

“ If  a line  be  drawn  upon  the  map  of  England,  across 
“ country  from  Sunderland  to  Bristol,  all  the  counties  01 
“ west  of  this  line,  will  be  found  to  contain  coal.  Fornr 
“ these  were  the  least  valuable  districts,  and  the  parts  ol 
‘‘  country  which  were  the  most  thinly  populated.  Hence,  x 
“ the  constitution  ot  the  British  parliament  was  established. 

greatest  weight  of  representation  was  given  to  the  rich  c 
“ ties  on  the  other  side  of  that  line.  Whereas,  now,  orwin 
“ the  establishment  of  manufactures , the  coal  counties  have  be 
“ the  most  populous  and  wealthy : and  the  agricultural  dist 
“ have  either  been  comparathely  deserted,  or  at  least  have 
rt  much  increased  in  population. 

“ This  accounts  in  some  measure  for  the  inequality  of  ou 
“ presentation,  and  shows  very  distinctly  the  value  of  ourir 
“ of  coal,  and  that  by  the  establishment,  of  manufactures , eve, 
“ most  sterile  and  forbidding  district  may  be  rendered  popit 
“ flourishing  and  opulent. ”f 


CHAPTER  V. 

General  refections  on  commerce.  Highly  advantageous  when 
ducted  on  terms  of  reciprocity.  Commerce  of  the  united  s 
carried  on  upon  very  unequal  terms.  Has  produced  most  ; 
rious  consequences.  Tables  of  exports.  Estimates  of  the  pi 
of  commerce.  Pernicious  consequences  of  the  competition  oo 
merchants  in  the  domestic  and  foreign  markets.  The  ru 
so  many  of  them  the  result  of  the  excess  of  their  numbers. 

The  extent  and  value  of  the  commerce  of  the  united  s 
have  long  been  prolific  themes  for  orators  in  congress,  and  wr 
of  newspapers — and  it  appears  generally  assumed  to  be  onh 
cond  to  our  agriculture,  and  far  beyond  manufactures  in  im 
tance.  It  has  had  incomparably  more  attention  bestowed  < 
oy  our  government,  not  only  than  either  agriculture  or  m 

* Anderson  on  National  Industry,  p.  61. 
t Parkes’  Chemical  Essays,  Vol.  II.  p.  361-. 
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ctures  but  more  than  both  united.  A candid  investigation 
f those  sounding  pretensions,  whereby,  if  correct,  they  may  have 
le  seal  of  certainty  imprinted  on  them,  or,  if  otherwise,  may 
: reduced  to  their  proper  standard,  cannot  fail  to  be  interesting. 
That  commerce,  properly  conducted,  on  fair  and  reciprocal 
rms,  is  highly  beneficial,  has  never  been  doubted  by  any  sound 
ind.  It  tends  to  civilize,  and  increase  the  comforts  of  the  great 
mily  of  mankind. 

But  that  it  may  be,  and  is  occasionally,  very  injurious,  isequal- 
H clear.  When  one  nation  receives  only  luxuries  from  another, 
Rid  payrs  for  them  in  necessaries  of  life,  or  specie,  or  in  raw  ma- 
p-ials  which  would  find  employmrent  for  its  own  people,  who 
se  thus  divested  of  employment,  it  is  eminently^  pernicious. 

To  make  the  matter  more  clear,  I will  supppose  that  England 
cere  to  furnish  France  with  her  raw  wool,  lead,  tin,  iron,  flax 
#id  hemp,  and  to  receive  in  return  Merino  shawls,  silks,  satins, 
iarl  necklaces,  diamond  watches,  &c.  the  most  devoted  advo- 
>te  for  commerce  would  allow  this  species  of  it  to  be  extremely 
rnicious. 

Again.  If  England  furnished  wool,  flax,  hemp  and  iron,  and 
eived  in  return  even  necessary  articles,  such  as  broadcloths, 
en,  duck,  hard-ware,  &c.  it  would  be  highly  disadvantageous, 
she  would  give  the  produce  of  the  labour  of  five,  ten,  or  twen- 
persons  for  that  of  one. 

| But  such  a commerce  would  be  transcendently  pernicious,  if 
Ingland  had  a large  portion  of  her  population  wholly  unemploy7- 
, and  capable  of  manufacturing  those  articles  for  her  own  con- 
niption. 

If  this  reasoning  be  correct,  as  applicable  to  Great  Britain,  it 
difficult  to  prove  why  the  system  should  not  be  equally  perni- 
>us  to  the  united  states.  It  is  as  absurd,  as  impolitic,  and  as 
luel  to  our  citizens,  who  are  suffering  for  want  of  employment, 
*d  who  could  manufacture  cotton  goods  for  us,  to  export  such 
'antities  of  raw  cotton,  and  receive  cambrics  and  muslins  in  re- 
rn,  as  it  would  be  for  England  to  export  her  wool,  and  import 
r woollen  manufactures. 


|“  Strike , but  hear”  said  a general  of  antiquity,  about  to  offer 
sme  unpalatable  opinions  to  a friend.  As  the  views  I am  going 
f take  of  the  subject  of  commerce,  however  true,  are  likely 
t be  as  unpalatable  to  the  merchants  as  the  opinions  of  the  ge- 
tral  to  his  friend,  I say  to  them  “ strike,  but  hear.” 

*1  shall  attempt  to  prove — 

1.  That  a large  proportion  of  the  productive  manufacturing 
i'lustry  of  this  country  has  been  sacrificed  to  our  commerce. 
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2.  That  the  commerce  of  the  united  states  has  been  const! 
ed  upon  very  unequal  terms — and  that  it  has  produced  mos 
jurious  results  upon  the  national  prosperity. 

3.  That  its  extent  and  advantages  have  been  overrated. 

4.  That  the  numerous  bankruptcies  among  our  merch 
have  chiefly  arisen  from  the  want  of  protection  to  manufacti 

These  views  are  so  repugnant  to  the  feelings  and  prejut 
of  a numerous  class  of  citizens,  that  I can  scarcely  hope  f 
fair  discussion.  More  than  half  mv  readers  will  at  once 
nounce  me  deranged — and  be  disposed  to  throw  the  book 
the  fire.  Again,  therefore,  I say,  “ strike,  but  hear.” 


I.  Sacrifice  of  productive  industry. 

To  prove  the  sacrifice  of  productive  industry,  I refer 
reader  to  the  tariffs  of  1789,'  1791,  1792,  and  1804,  wher 
will  find  that  the  duties  on  seven-eighths  of  the  manufact 
goods  imported  into  this  country  were  originally  at  five — 
seven  and  a half — then  ten — then  twelve  and  a half — an 
length  fifteen  per  cent,  the  advance  not  the  result  of  the  app 
tions  of  the  manufacturers  for  protection,  but  to  meet  the 
creasing  demands  of  the  treasury.  Hence,  I repeat,  with  e 
possible  advantage  of  water  power,  raw  materials,  machir 
talents,  enterprize,  industry,  and  capital,  until  the  declaratie 
war,  three-fourths  of  the  clothing  of  the  inhabitants  of  all 
towns  and  cities  were  of  foreign  fabrics — and  the  wealth  of 
nation  was  lavished  to  support  foreign  workmen,  and  for 
governments,  while  we  had  hundreds,  na\  thousands  of  citi: 
capable  of  supplying  them,  who  were  driven  in  many  case 
servile  and  far  less  profitable  labour. 

The  experience  of  our  late  war,  and  the  immense  sprin 
gave  to  the  industry  and  manufactures  of  the  country,  prove 
one-half  the  protection  afforded  to  the  merchants  in  the  Cl 
trade  w^ould  have  enabled  our  citizens  to  establish  the  co 
and  w oollen  branches  on  a liberal  scale,  and  saved  many  mill 
of  dollars  to  the  country  annually.  This  was  unhappily  sat 
ced  by  the  system  of  low  duties,  which  was  advocated  by 
merchants,  and  adopted  by  congress,  in  order  to  promote  the 
terests  of  commerce.  The  influence  of  the  former  has  been 
cessfully  exerted  at  all  times,  to  prevent  prohibitions  and ; 
hibitory  duties. 

The  unsoundness  of  the  policy  this  country  has  pursued 
which  it  has  been  virtually  placed  in  the  situation  of  a colon 


* See  chapters  III.  and  IV. 
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■reat  Britain  and  the  other  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe, 
fcipears  palpable  from  the  following  considerations : 

So  far  as  respects  the  cotton  and  woollen  branches,  on  a large 
:ale,  we  were  almost  as  completely  excluded  from  them  by  the 
■impolicy  of  our  tariff  until  1812,  as  if  a law  had  been  passed  to 
jnder  their  establishment  penal.  This  declaration  may  sur- 
mize— but  is  nevertheless  susceptible  of  proof.  The  two 
prong  facts  already  stated — that  with  all  our  advantages  for  the 
nanufacture  of  cotton  we  consumed  only  300,000  pounds  in  the 
par  1 05,  although  we  exported  about  38,000,000 — and  that  in 
§12,  we  were  so  dependent  on  Europe  for  woollens,  that  we 
I d not  a supply  of  blankets  for  our  army,  nor  were  our  manu- 
Irtories  at  that  time  in  a situation  to  make  provision  for  the 
tiergency —place  the  matter  beyond  doubt.  He  that  will  not  be 
cnvinced  by  these  facts,  of  the  ruinous  policy  we  pursued 
Band  the  wanton  waste  of  our  resources,  would  not  be  con- 
inced,  though  one  were  to  rise  from  the  dead.” 

■The  tariff  of  1789,  which  established  the  five  percent,  duty, 
Ight  as  well  have  had  the  following  preface,  as  the  one  which 
■is  prefixed  to  it : 

■“  Whereas,  although  this  country  has  become  independent  of 
ISurope  in  its  government,  and  by  its  arms — it  is  expedient 
that  it  should  still  continue  in  the  colonial  state,  so  far  as  res- 
pects its  supplies  of  all  the  essential  articles  for  comfort  and 
■convenience  : 

1“  Therefore  be  it  enacted,  &c.  that  the  duties  to  be  levied  on 
•he  importation  of  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  linen,  pottery, 
ead,  iron,  steel,  brass,  and  wood,  be  no  more  than  five  per  cent, 
id  valorem.” 

However  ludicrous  this  may  appear,  it  only  gives  body  and 
bstance  to  the  virtual  effects  of  the  tariff. 

II. 

In  order  to  prove  my  second  position,  I subjoin  a view  of  our 
ports  and  imports,  and  a statement  of  the  various  species  of 
: former  for  fifteen  years. 

Our  exports  have  consisted  chiefly  of  four  different  species  of 
ficles — 

11.  Necessaries  of  life. 

2.  Raw  materials,  which  we  ourselves  could  have  manufac- 
|-ed,  and  which  constituted  one-fourth  part  of  our  exports. 

13.  Naval  stores,  of  indispensable  necessity  for  the  nations 
«tich  purchased  them. 

4.  The  luxury  of  tobacco,  which  is  about  one-eighth  part  of 
i whole  amount. 

3ur  imports  consist  principally  of — 

14 
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1.  Tea,  coffee,  wines,  spices,  cocoa,  chocolate,  almonds, 
sins,  &c.  which  we  do  not  raise,  and  which  of  course  do  nt 
feet  our  national  industry. 

2.  Spirits,  sugar,  cotton,  indigo,  hemp,  malt,  lead,  &c.  w 
interfere  with  the  best  interests  of  our  farmers  and  planters. 

3.  Manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  leather,  iron,  &c.  ike.  w 
interfere  with  the  interests  of  our  manufacturers,  and  impovt 
the  nation,  and  of  which  we  could,  by  proper  protection,  su 
ourselves  with  the  greater  part. 

4.  Luxuries,  which  tend  to  introduce  extravagance,  anc 
prave  our  morals. 

Domestic  exports  for  fifteen  years,  from  1803  to  1817,  inclusi 

Cotton 8154,179 

Vegetable  food 192,564 

Lumber,  masts,  &c.  52,796 

Tobacco 74,768 


Animal  food  and  animals 
Dried  salt  fish 
Pickled  fish 
Whale  oil  and  bones 
Spermaceti  oil  and  candles 
Ginseng,  peltry,  &c. 

Naval  stores 
Pearl  and  potashes 
Manufactures 
Uncertain  . , 


34,712 

16,915 

4,155 

2,819 

1,658 

8,130 

6,579 

13,990 

27,270 

4,836 


8595,374 


Average 


A cursory  glance  at  our  exports,  and  a comparison  of  t 
with  our  imports,  will  satisfy  the  reader,  that  few  nations  ] 
carried  on  commerce  to  more  disadvantage,  than  we  have  do 
large  portion  of  ours.  We  have  exchanged  the  most  vain 
productions  of  nature  in  the  rudest  state,  with  the  least  pos: 
degree  of  labour — and  received  in  return  every  species  of  i 
chandize  in  its  most  finished  form — of  which  labour  constit 
two-thirds,  three-fourths,  four-fifths,  and  often  nine-tenth 
the  value.  This  more  particularly  applies  to  cotton,  whicl 
have  shipped  at  an  average  of  about  twenty-five  cents  per  poi 
except  Sea  Island,  and  received  back  at  an  advance  of  five  fo 
and,  in  the  case  of  the  fine  articles  ,of  ten  fold — thus  enabling 
eign  nations  to  pay  for  the  whole  crop  with  one-fifth  part  of 


* Seybert,  146-7. 
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| id  wantonly  throwing  away  the  remaining  four-fifths.  More- 
: fiver  a large  portion  of  the  manufacture  being  performed  by  ma* 
finery,  we  have  given  the  labour  of  twentv  or  thirty  persons 
>r  one.  Never  was  there  a system  more  admirably  calculated 
I)  stunt  the  growth  of  a nation ; to  destroy  the  effect  of  the  ad- 
(vantages  bestowed  on  it  by  nature  ; and  to  render  its  inhabitants 
itewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  to  other  nations, 

LOne  view  of  this  subject  is  so  appalling,  that  it  will  make  the- 
ieart  ache  of  every  man  who  has  any  regard  for  the  real  inter- 
ns of  this  country,  or  a wish  to  advance  its  wealth,  power,  and 
^sources. 

The  increase  by  manufacture  of  the  value  of  the  raw  material 
f cotton,  was  in  1815,  according  to  Colquhcun,  about  five-fold.*' 
et  us  see  the  operation  of  this  portion  of  our  commerce  tested 
v that  scale. 

i^e  exported,  it  appears,  in  fifteen  vears,  cotton 
to  the  amount  of  . . . §154,179,117 

his,  according  to  Colquhoun,  produced  . <§770,895,585 

.eavingto  foreign  nations  the  enormous  profit  of  §616,716,468 

>r  an  annual  average  of  . . . §41,114,431 

Two-thirds  of  which  we  might  by  a sound  policy  have  re- 
fined among  ourselves. 

! There  can  be  no  doubt  that  Great  Britain  defrayed  the  whole 
xpense  of  the  war  against  us  by  the  profits  she  derived  from 
fis  single  article,  in  a few  preceding  years. 

Thus  our  short-sighted  policy  tends  to  aggrandize,  at  our 
vvn  expense,  foreign  nations  with  which  we  have  had,  and  may 
gain  have,  most  perilous  collisions. 

It  now  remains  to  give  a general  but  concise  view  of  the  inju- 
Sous  effects  produced  by  our  commerce.  I shall  confine  my- 
elf  to  facts  of  such  universal  notoriety  as  to  preclude  contro- 
ersy. 

Commerce  has — 

1 . In  return  for  our  great  raw  material,  cotton,  to  the  amount 
f many  millions  of  dollars  annually,  it  has  deluged  us  with 
n moderate  quantities  of  cotton  and  tvoollen  and  other  manu- 
ictures,  whereby  millions  of  capital  invested  in  manutac- 
iring  establishments  have  been  lost — hundreds  of  the  proprie- 
ars  ruined — and  thousands  of  workmen  reduced  to  idleness, 
nd  exposed  to  the  lures  of  dissipation  and  crime. 

2.  Subjected  us  to  an  expense  lor  foreign  intercourse  and  for  the 
tarbary  powers  to  the  amount  of  nearly  12,000,000  of  dollars  in 
,venty  year . .f 

* See  Colquhoun  on  the  wealth,  power,  and  resources  of  the  British  Empire. 

age  91. 

j f Seybert,  712,  71 
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3.  Bankrupted  an  immoderate  proportion  of  those  who  ] 
sued  it. 

4.  Caused  a war,  by  which  there  is  entailed  on  us  a he 
debt  of  nearly  80,000,000  of  dollars,  and  an  annual  interes 
about  4,5(Xi,CXX.)  doll  rs. 

#5.  Rendered  a navy  necessary,  which  creates  an  expensi 
above  3,500,0  X)  dollars  for  the  present  year. 

6.  Given  a prodigious  spring  to  luxury  and  extravagance, 
the  superfluous  articles  it  has  introduced  among  us. 

7.  Drained  away  the  circulating  medium  of  the  coun 
wherebv  every  kind  of  business  is  parahzed,  and  the  nation 
poverished. 

8 Rendered  us  dependent  on  foreign  nations  for  manj 
the  comforts,  and  even  some  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 

That  these  consequences  have  resulted  from  our  comme: 
I trust  will  be  admitted.  They  are  considerable  drawbacks  on 
advantages,  which  ought  to  be  immensely  great  to  counter' 
them. 

It  behoves  us  then  to  examine  the  extent  and  value  of  i 
commerce,  so  highly  prized  and  so  deaily  bought. 


III. 

I now  proceed  to  my  third  point,  to  prove  that  the  extent  i 
advantages  of  our  commerce  have  been  greatly  overrated. 

As  much  as  possible  to  simplify  a complicated  subject,  I si 
consider  the  commerce  of  the  united  states  under  five  seve 
heads. 

1.  The  exportation  of  our  superfluous  productions. 

2.  The  importation  of  necessary  supplies. 

3.  The  carrying  trade. 

4.  The  coasting  trade. 

5.  The  shipping. 

The  first  is  beyond  comparison  the  most  important.  In 
the  whole  nation  is  deeply  interested.  Much  of  our  prosper 
depends  on  procuring  suitable  markets  for  our  surplus  prodi 
tions.  This  affords  a strong  stimulus  to  industry,  which  wot 
otherwise  pine  and  languish. 

To  enable  the  reader  to  judge  correctly  on  this  subject,  I £ 
nex  a table  of  our  exports  from  the  organization  of  the  govei 
ment.  For  the  first  six  years  there  was  no  distinction  betwei 
foreign  and  domestic.  I have  issumed  that  there  were  tw 
fifths  of  the  form  r,  arid  thrce-fkths  of  the  latter,  which  is  abc 
the  average  proportion  of  the  whole  of  the  subsequent  period. 
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Exports  from  the  United  States  from  1790  to  1819,  inclusive* 


Y ear. 

Domestic. 

Foreign. 

Total. 

1790 

fl2, 123,09^ 

1 *8,082,u2( 

20,205,156 

1791 

fll,407,22' 

17,694,81 

19,012,041 

1792 

fl2,451,86C 

*8,301,231 

20,753,098 

1793 

f 15,665,744 

*10,443,821 

26,lo9 ,572 

1794 

1-19,815,741 

*13,210,495 

33,026,233 

1795 

{28,793,684 

*19,195,788 

47,989,472 

1796 

40,764,097 

26,300,000 

67,064,097 

1797 

29, 850,206 

27,000,000 

56,850,206 

1798 

28,527,097 

33,000,000 

61,527,097 

1799 

33,142,522 

45,523,000 

7 8,665,522 

1800 

31,840,903 

39.130,877 

70,971,780 

1801 

47,473,204 

46,642,721 

94,115,925 

1802 

36,708,189 

35,774,971 

72,483,160 

1803 

42,205,961 

13,594,072 

55,800,033 

1804 

41,467,477 

36,231,597 

77,699,074 

1805 

42,387,002 

53,179,019 

95,566,021 

18u6 

41,253,727 

60,283,236 

101,536,963 

1807 

48,699,592 

59,643,558 

108,343,150 

1808 

9,433,546 

12,997,414 

22,430,960 

1809 

31,405,702 

20,797,531 

52,203,233 

1810 

42,366,675 

24,391,295 

66,757,970 

1811 

45,294,043 

16,022,790 

61,316,833 

1812 

30,032,109 

8,495,127 

38,527,236 

1813 

25,008,152 

2,847,845 

-27,855,997 

1814 

6,782,272 

145,169 

6,927,441 

1815 

45,974,403 

6,583,350 

52,557,753 

1816 

64,781,896 

17,138,556 

81,920,452 

1817 

68,313,500 

19,358,069 

87,671,569 

1818 

73,854,437 

19,426,696 

93,281,133 

1819 

50,976,838 

19,165,683 

70,142,521 

^1, 058, 800,898 

§710,519,854 

§1,769,311,698 

Average 

§35,293,363 

§23,680,000 

§58,9 77,056 

Ifhe  surplus  productions  of  the  united  states,  the  great  and 
|itimate  basis  of  our  foreign  trade,  are,  as  appears  from  this 
ale,  far  below  what  might  have  been  expected  from  the  popu- 
lon,  and  the  resources  of  the  country.  They  average,  as  we 
I,  only  about  35,000,000  of  dollars,  or  about  8,500,000  pounds 
I'ling  per  annum,  from  the  organization  of  the  government  to 
I close  of  the  last  year.  The  average  population  of  that  period 
I been  about  6, 5( -0,000  souls.  It  therefore  appears  that  we 
re  exported  only  about  five  dollars  and  a half  per  head  of  our 
lole  population.  This  nearly  corresponds  with  our  recent  ex- 
(ience. 

Turing  the  last  five  years  we  exported  of  domestic  productions 
put  305,000,000  dollars — or  61,000,000  per  annum.  Our 
iulation  during  this  period  has  probably  averaged  about 

* Seybert,  93.  j Estimated  at  three-fifths  of  the  whole. 

* Estimated  at  two-fifths. 
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9.500.000  souls  ; which  gives  an  export  of  only  six  dollar 
a half  per  head. 

It  is  thus  indubitable  that  this  department  of  our  comm 
obviously  the  most  important,  has  been  vastly  overrated, 
sinks  into  insignificance,  on  a comparison  with  our  don 
trade,  which,  as  may  be  seen  (page  335)  is  nearly  fifteen 
dred  per  cent,  beyond  it.  The  food  and  drink  of  Philadel 
New  York,  Boston  and  Baltimore,  supposing  them  to  co 

400. 000  souls,  at  a quarter  of  a dollar  per  head  daily,  amou 
more  than  the  average  of  the  whole  of  our  domestic  export: 

400,000  persons  at  a quarter  of  a dollar  per  day, 

consume  per  annum  . . . g36,50< 

Yet  there  are  hundreds  and  thousands  of  citizens  of  the 
ted  states  unalterably  convinced  that  the  united  states 
nearly  all  their  prosperity,  all  their  improvements,  all 
wealth,  to  commerce  ! ! 

I have  in  vain  sought  for  a general  statement  of  our  imj: 
It  is  not  to  be  found  either  in  Seybert  or  Pitkin.  The  foi 
however,  gives  one  for  seven  years,  from  1795,  to  1801,  i 
sive,  viz. 


1795 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 
1801 


Average 


869,756,2 

81.436.1 
75,379,4 

68.551.7 

79.069.1 

91.252.7 
11 1,363,5 


8576,808,9 


882,401.2 


It  is  difficult  to  calculate  the  amount  of  foreign  goods  cc 
med  in  this  country.  The  foreign  exports  for  the  seven  \ 
above  stated,  amounted  to  236,792,386  dollars.  Deducted 
the  above  sum  of  576,808,935  dollars,  there  is,  for  that  peri 
balance  for  home  consumption  of  340,016,549  dollars,  beir 
avei'age  of  above  48,000,(300  dollars  annuallv.  But  during 
time  our  commerce  was  far  more  flourishing  than  in  other  y 
I shall,  therefore,  assume  an  average  consumption  of  foi 
merchandize  of  40,000,000  per  annum,  for  the  30  years 
1789  to  1819,  which  will  not  be  regarded  as  far  from  the  la^ 
Dr.  Sevbert  has  hazarded  a calculation,  that  the  profi 
navigation,  are  at  the  rate  of  fiftv  dollars  per  ton — and  hetl 
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Ire  sets  down  an  average  annual  profit  of  34,459,350  dollars  ! 
u,ch  would  amount  to  1,033,780,500  dollass  in  thirty  years  ! 

It  is  easy  to  perceive  how  extravagantly  erroneous  this  calcu- 
l.ion  must  necessarily  be.  A vessel  of  three  hundred  tons 
t)uld  make,  by  freight  alone,  a profit  to  her  owner  annually 
l?  15,000  dollars.  Yet  many  of  our  merchants  have  had  two, 
tree,  four,  five,  and  six  vessels  of  this  size  constantly  employ- 
® lor  years — have  not  lived  extravagantly — and  yet  have  finally 
tcome  bankrupts. 

I, Were  the  doctor’s  statement  correct,  the  great  body  of  ship- 
pners  would  have  become  as  wealthy  as  the  members  of  the 
ledici  family. 

yTen  per  cent,  is  regarded  as  a fair  average  of  the  profits  of 
emmerce.  For  freight  I shall  assume  an  eaual  sum. 

835.293.363 
40,000,000 

875.293.363 


7,529,336 
7,529,336 

815,058,672 

rThe  carrying  trade  is  far  less  important.  Without  much  par- 
t'lpation  in  it,  the  nation  might  have  enjoyed,  and  may  still  en- 
lr,  a most  enviable  state  of  prosperity.  And  it  will  probably 
apear,  in  summing  up  its  advantages  and  disadvantages,  dur- 
the  whole  of  our  career,  that  the  latter  at  least  equipoise  the 
Imer. 

• To  form  a correct  decision  on  this  point,  it  is  necessary  to  as- 
C'tain  its  extent. 

It  consists  of  two  distinct  branches.  In  the  first,  the  foreign 
(brchandize  in  transitu  touches  at  our  ports.  In  the  second, 
li  voyages  are  made  from  one  foreign  port  to  another. 

Of  the  first  branch  we  have  an  accurate  account.  The  trea- 
•ry  returns  distinguish  between  the  exports  of  foreign  and  do- 
®;stic  articles.  But  of  the  second  we  can  only  form  an  estimate. 
iThe  foreign  exports  from  the  united  states,  as  appears  by 
f;  preceding  table,  (page  357)  have  averaged  about  23,680,000 
^ liars  per  annum  for  thirty  years. 

' It  is  probable  that  the  other  branch  of  the  carrying  trade  is 
aout  one  half  this  amount.  Some  intelligent  merchants  whom 
Iiave  consulted,  estimate  it  at  from  10  to  15,000,000  of  dollars 
anually.  But  to  afford  the  utmost  latitude  to  the  contrary  side 
sthe  question,  I shall  suppose  it  equal  to  the  first  branch. 


fiHence  is  deduced  the  following  result — 

■ Average  annual  domestic  exports 
* Foreign  goods  consumed  here,  estimated  at 

iTen  per  cent,  profit 
V Add  an  equal  sum  for  profit  on  freight 

Total  - 
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Thus,  then,  stands  the  account  ofthe  carrying  trade  for  30  yi 


Foreign  exports  i - - 823, 68C 

Voyages  from  one  foreion  port  to  another,  estima- 
ted at  - - - - 23,68C 

847, 36t 

Profit,  ten  per  cent.  ...  84,736 

Add  an  equal  profit  lor  freight,  - - 4,736 


Total  profit  of  carrying  trade  - - 89,472 


Summary. 

Profits  of  trade  in  exports,  and  in  imports  for  home 

consumption  - 815,058 

Of  carrying  trade  ...  9,472 

Coasting  trade,  supposed  - - 4,000 


Average  for  30  years,  828,540 


liberal  calculation.  But  I must  observe  that  it  is  difficul 


conceive  that  half  of  them  could  have  ever  accrued ; as  a ' 
large  portion  of  the  merchants  who  are  supposed  to  have 
quired  them,  have  been  reduced  to  bankruptcy.  This  sti 
fact  is  utterly  incompatible  with  the  idea  of  such  profits,  ai 
am  persuaded  would  warrant  a reduction  of  fifty  or  sixty 
cent,  of  the  amount. 

The  offsets  have  been  immense.  Shipwrecks — falling  r 
kets — and  depredations  to  the  amount  of  probably  one  hum 
millions  by  the  belligerents,  under  the  various  orders  in  coui 
decrees,  &:c.  The  aggregate  of  all  these  would  probably  amt 
to  thirty  per  cent,  on  the  assumed  profits. 

But  even  admitting  that  the  whole  sum  of  twenty-eight ; 
lions  has  been  gained  annually  by  commerce,  it  is  worth  w 
to  consider  whether  it  has  not  been  rather  a dear  purchase. 

It  has  cost  us  from  179o  to  1815 — 


For  foreign  intercourse 

Naval  department 

Barbary  powers 

War  debt  ... 

89,615, 

52,065, 

2,349. 

78,579, 

8 142,609,4 

Average  per  annum 

- £7,130, 

♦Seybert  713. 
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The  expenses  chargeable  to  this  account  at  present,  and  like- 
/r  to  continue,  are — 

11  * 

iterest  on  war  debt  of  g 78,579,022  - - g4, 714, 741 

scretary’s  estimate  for  the  navy,  1820  - - 3,527,600 

Per  annum  g 8,242,341 

i This  is  above  twenty-five  per  cent,  in  perpetuity  on  those 
.fofits  of  commerce,  which  are  supposed  to  have  accrued  during 
ve  whole  of  the  period  in  which  it  had  every  possible  advantage 
? at  could  be  desired  by  its  warmest  advocates.  It  is,  moreover, 
nove  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  whole  average  amount  of  the  ex- 
jprts  of  the  country,  embracing  the  period  in  which  our  staples 
mmmanded  exorbitant  prices,  which  we  are  never  again  likely 
-1  realize. 

I I therefore  confidently  rely,  that  those  who  have  condescend- 
•1  to  “ hear ,”  though  they  may  have  “ struck will,  however 
puctantly,  acknowledge  that  at  the  touch  of  the  talisman  of 
jluth,  the  boasted  advantages  of  commerce  have  greatly  dimin- 
ined  in  amount — and  that,  however  valuable  it  truly  is,  it  has 
fdubitably  cost  the  country  more  than  it  was  intrinsically  worth. 

1 taking  an  account  of  the  numerous  offsets — the  collisions 
I th  the  belligerents- — the  chief  part  of  the  expense  of  the  navy 
four  war — the  war  debt, — and  its  interest — it  would  be  unfair 
f’t  to  draw  a line  of  distinction  between  the  different  branches 
ft  commerce.  That  important  one  which  consists  in  the  ex- 
irtation  of  our  surplus  productions,  and  procuring  necessary 
Ipplies  in  return,  ought  certainly  to  be  exonerated  from  any 
•rtion  of  these  heavy  items.  It  might  be  carried  on  for  a cen- 
Iry,  without  producing  any  of  those  consequences.  They  have 
ftrung  almost  altogether  from  the  extraneous  trade  in  the  co- 
laial  productions  of  the  belligerents,  which  arose  from  the 
tneral  state  of  warfare  in  Europe,  and  from  the  cupidity  with 
Inch  commerce  was  pursued  by  our  merchants.  If  this  point  of 
jiw  be  correct,  then  the  account  is  reduced  within  a narrow 
Impass. 

lit  may  be  useful  to  hazard  a calculation  on  the  present  and 
Jobable  future  profits  of  commerce,  in  order  more  fully  to  prove 
If  position,  that  it  has  cost  too  dear. 

Ite  domestic  exports  of  1819,  were  - - 850,976,838 

l)reign  exports  ------  19,165,683 

Iireign  goods  consumed  here,  in  1819  suppose  - 60,000,000 

8 130,142,521 
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As  our  markets  have  stood  lately,  a profit  of  eight  per 
cent,  is  a large  allowance  - 10,411 

Present  profits  on  ireight  and  carrying  trade  - 2,000 

Coasting  trade  ------  3 000 


8 15,411 


Thus  it  appears,  that  for  every  dollar  of  the  present  gai 
the  merchants  by  commerce,  the  nation  at  large  pays  al 
fiity  cents  of  tax  entailed  on  it  by  that  commerce ! 


I now  invite  the  attention  of  the  reader  to  my  last  posii 
which  is — 

IV.  That  the  numerous  bankruptcies  among  our  merch 
have  chiefly  arisen  from  the  want  of  protection  to  manufactc 

That  an  immoderate  number  of  our  merchants  has  been 
duced  to  bankruptcy,  is  universally  admitted.  The  exact 
portion  cannot  be  ascertained.  It  has  been  carried  as  higl 
nine-tenths  in  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Baltimore.  T! 
believe  extravagant.  I assume  two-thirds,  which  is  supp( 
to  be  a low  calculation.  It  remains  to  enquire  how  this  cals 
tous  result  has  taken  place,  under  what  is  so  generally  stvl 
flourishing  state  of  our  commerce. 

Various  causes  have  conspired  to  produce  this  effect. 

Commerce  in  this  country  has  partaken  of  the  nature  of  a 
tery.  The  prizes  were  immense,  but  very  rare — the  bis 
numerous.  It  has  been  attended  occasionally  with  immode 
profits,  which  have  been  succeeded  by  great  losses.  The 
fits  fostered  a spirit  of  extravagance  and  luxury,  which  wastei 
the  previous  temporary  advantages,  and  rendered  the  merch 
unable  to  contend  with  the  storms  of  adversity. 

But  the  chief  source  of  the  misfortunes  of  our  merchants 
been  the  extravagant  number  of  them — which,  as  I hope  to  m 
appear,  has  pioceeded  from  the  ruinous  policy  of  our  tariff. 

Had  the  great  leading  manufactures  of  cotton,  w ool,  and  ii 
with  some  others,  which  were  arrested  by  foreign  importat 
been,  as  sound  policy  dictated,  duly  protected,  during  the  t 
ty  years  of  the  existence  of  our  government,  thousands  of  yo 
men  in  every  part  of  the  united  states,  who  have  been  devc 
to  the  mercantile  profession,  and  immoderately  increased 
numbers,  would  have  been  employed  in  those  branches. 

Many  parents  have  destined  their  children  to  the  pursui 
commerce,  without  either  the  requisite  capital,  talents,  ere 
®r  friends,  merely  for  want  of  other  suitable  employment.  He 
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lost  of  our  merchants  have  generally  had  two  or  three,  and 
)me  as  many  as  four  apprentices,  who,  when  free,  have  become 
ipercargoes,  or  commenced  a profession  for  which  they  were 
holly  incompetent,  and  thus  added  to  the  long  list  of  bank- 
8pts. 

i 1 The  effect  of  this  state  of  things  is,  that  there  have  been  and 
•obably  are  more  shipping  and  importing  merchants  in  the 
rtiited  states  than  in  the  British  dominions  in  Europe.  Almost 
frery  little  port  from  Passamaquoddy  to  St.  Mary’s,  has  its 
R>dy  of  merchants  and  importers,  more  or  less  numerous,  who 
Fe  constantly  supplanting  each  other  in  the  home  and  foreign 
Markets,  to  their  mutual  ruin.  The  West  Indies  have  thus 
joved  the  grave  of  the  fortunes  and  happiness  of  half  the  mer- 
itants  that  have  carried  on  trade  with  them.  The  trade  to  that 
iliarter,  as  the  prices  are  constantly  fluctuating,  affords  neither 
(rtainty  nor  security.  The  markets  are  either  overstocked, 
li  visited  by  a dearth.  When  the  latter  takes  place,  prices  rise 

• travagantly.  Intelligence  arrives  in  this  country.  Our 
iTts  are  crowded  with  shippers,  who  outbid  each  other,  and 
lise  the  prices.  Vessels  full  freighted  are  dispatched  from  all 
J r ports.  The  first  cargo  , perhaps  the  second,  or  third,  is  sold 
A a great  profit.  The  glut  sinks  the  price,  and  all  the  remain- 
ir  sell  at,  and  often  below,  cost.  The  major  part  of  the  husi- 
Iss  is  almost  wholly  a lottery,  or  species  of  gambling,  which 
fgular  commerce  altogether  disclaims. 

■The  price  of  flour  in  the  West  Indies  frequently  rises,  and  as 
fquently  falls,  to  the  amount  of  three,  four,  and  five  dollars 
jr  barrel,  in  the  course  of  two,  three,  or  four  weeks.  Hence 
merchant  whose  vessel  sails  at  the  rate  of  nine  knots  an 
ur,  often  makes  a fortune — while  his  less  fortunate  neighbours, 
iose  rate  of  sailing  is  only  eight  knots,  are  ruined. 

4 The  injurious  effects  of  the  inordinate  competition,  which  is 
I:  natural  consequence  of  the  extraordinary  number  of  our 
I rchants,  are  fourfold  : — 

• 1 . Our  staples  are  raised  too  high  at  home  by  the  extent  of 
Is  competition. 

lb  The  same  competition  reduces  them  in  the  foreign  markets, 
lb  It  raises  the  return  cargoes  in  those  markets — and  finally 
II.  Reduces  the  prices  of  those  cargoes  in  our  ports. 
iThese  are  among  the  most  striking  causes  of,  and  satisfacto- 
v account  for,  the  ruin  of  so  large  a portion  of  the  mercantile 
jiss,  and  have  obviously  resulted  chiefly,  il  not  altogether,  from 
I depression  of  manufactures. 

1.  offer  a calculation  on  the  subject,  which,  even  if  somewhat 
aoneous,  may  prove  useful. 

jiuppose  the  whole  number  of  merchants  in  the  united  states, 
»:e  the  year  1789,  to  have  averaged  constantly  15,000 — and 
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that  two  thirds  of  them  have  failed.  Had  manufacturing 
tablishments  been  properly  patronized,  there  probably  wc 
not  have  been  more  than  10,000 ; to  the  mass  of  whom  the  [ 
fession  would  have  afforded  a decent  subsistence.  In  this  c 
it  is  probable  that  the  bankruptcies  would  not  have  excee 
2,000.  Of  course,  8000  w ould  have  prospered  out  of  10,0 
whereas,  only  5uOO  have  succeeded  out  oi  15,000.  Whatt 
deduction  from,  or  addition  to,  this  calculation  may  be  ms 
the  inference  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  favourable  to  the  gen' 
scope  of  my  argument,  and  to  pronounce  a strong  sentenc 
condemnation  on  the  ruinous  policy  this  nation  has  pursued. 

Another  view  may  he  taken  of  the  subject. 

It  appears  that  a large  portion  of  our  commerce  consist 
the  transportation  of  the  merchandize  and  manufactures  of  ot 
nations  from  the  places  of  production  to  this  country, 
hence  to  those  of  consumption  respectively.  But  mightnot 
merchants  employ  themselves  as  wrell  in  lending  facilities  to 
industry  of  their  fellow  citizens  as  to  that  of  foreign  natio 
Would  not  broadcloths  from  Young  & Son’s,  or  Dupor 
or  Sheppard’s  manufactories — or  shirtings  and  sheetings  fi 
Schenck’s,  or  from  Waltham,  load  a vessel  as  well,  and  pa 
good  a freight,  as  from  Leeds  or  Manchester  ? Would  it  noth 
least  as  profitable  to  themselves,  and  as  useful  to  their  fellow  < 
zensand  to  their  country,  to  export  cargoes  of  home-made  go 
to  South  America,  and  import  specie,  as  to  deluge  their  nai 
country'  with  foreign  goods,  drain  it  of  its  specie,  and  dest 
its  productive  industry  ? 

As  the  want  of  correct  views  on  this  point  has  been  ami 
the  primary  causes  of  the  present  distresses  of  the  countr 
hope  to  he  pardoned  for  once  more  presenting  it  to  the  reat 
The  idea  that  the  want  of  protection  to  manufactures  has  pro' 
highly  pernicious  to  the  merchants  , by  an  undue  increase 
their  numbers,  will  appear  plain  to  those  who  reflect,  that,  wl 
by  the  restrictive  system,  and  the  w ar,  there  was  a market  oj 
for,  and  protection  afforded  to,  domestic  manufactures,  gt 
numbers  of  respectable  merchants,  in  all  our  cities,  devoted  tl 
time,  their  talents,  and  their  capital  to  the  cotton  and  wool 
branches,  very  advantageously  for  themselves  and  for  the  co 
try,  while  this  protection  continued — but  ultimately  to 
ruin  of  many  of  them.  It  is  obvious  that  the  inducements 
commence  an  early  career  in  manufacturing  are  greater  thar 
quit  another  business,  and  enter  on  this  at  an  advanced  per 
of  life.  And  therefore  it  irresistibly  follows,  that  the  s 
cessful  opposition  to  the  establishment  of  manufactures  1 
been  the  great  cause  of  the  superabundance  of  merchants,  i 
that  from  this  superabundance  has  flowed  the  bankruptcy  of 
large  a portion  of  them. 
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It  is  frequently  asserted,  that  though  so  many  of  the  mer- 
hants  have  been  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  the  country  has  gained 
even  by  their  ruin.  This  doctrine,  which  I have  tried  to  de- 
/elope,  I do  not  understand.  Let  us  investigate  it. 

Suppose  a farmer  to  sell  5000  bushels  of  wheat  at  two  dollars 
ier  bushel.  The  miller  grinds  it — and  sells  to  the  flour  mer- 
;hant,  who  sells  to  the  shipper.  The  latter  becomes  bankrupt, 
ind  pays  two,  three,  five,  or  ten  shillings  in  the  pound,  as  the 
case  may  be.  Of  course  the  flour  merchant,  or  the  miller,  or 
he  farmer,  suffers  a heavv  loss.  I cannotsee  how,  from  a trans- 
iction  of  this  kind,  which  is  an  epitome  of  a large  proportion  of 
>ur  mercantile  business  for  years  past,  the  country  can  be  said 
o have  gained.  Money,  it  is  true,  is  put  into  the  pocket  of  one 
nan,  but  it  is  withdrawn  from  the  pocket  of  another.  There  is 
i no  increase  of  the  national  wealth. 

Having  in  this  chapter  taken  ground  wholly  new,  with  no 
ormer  lights  to  illuminate  my  path,  I may  have  occasionally 
) randered  into  error.  But  I trust  the  deviation,  whatever  it  may 
ave  been,  has  not  led  me  far  astray — and  that  the  positions  I 
ave  assumed,  and  the  inferences  I have  deduced,  if  not  wholly 
: ight,  are  not  materially  wrong. 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

postering  care  of  commerce  by  congress.  Monopoly  oj  the  coast- 
,1  ing  and  China  trade  secured  to  our  merchants  from  the  year 
\ 1789.  Revolting  partiality.  Wonderful  increase  of  tonnage. 
i,  Act  on  the  subject  of  plaster  of  Paris.  Law  levelled  against 
t the  British  navigation  act.  Rapidity  of  legislation. 

l The  records  of  American  legislation  bear  the  most  satisfac- 
iry  testimony  of  the  transcendant  influence  of  the  mercantile 
iterest,  and  of  the  unceasing  exertions  made  to  fence  it  round 
ith  every  species  of  protection  the  government  could  bestow. 
To  fond  mother  ever  indulged  a beloved  child  more  than  con- 
fess has  indulged  commerce — attended  to  all  its  complaints — 
id  redressed  all  its  wrongs. 

My  limits  forbid  a detail  of  the  great  variety  of  acts  passed 
>r  the  exclusive  benefit  of  commerce,  with  which  the  statute 
aok  abounds.  I shall  confine  myself  to  a few  of  the  most  pro- 
minent and  important. 

I.  The  second  act  passed  by  the  firsft  congress  contained 
t auses  which  secured  to  the  tonnage  of  our  merchants,  a mono- 
dy of  the  whole  of  the  China  trade — and  gave  them  paramount 
'dvantages  in  all  the  other  foreign  trade. 
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The  duties  on  teas  were  as  follow  : 


In  American 
vessels. 

I n foreign 
vessels. 

Boheateas  - - per  lb. 

Souchong'  &.  other  black  teas 
Hyson  teas  ... 
All  other  green  teas  - 

Cu.  9 

10 

20 

12 

Ct>.  15 

22 

45 

2 7 

The  annals  of  legislation  furnish  no  instance  of  grosser 
more  revolting  partiality  than  is  displayed  in  this  act,  which 
tablished  the  first  tariff.  A pound  of  hyson  tea,  which  cost  fifty- 
cents,  if  imported  in  a foreign,  paid  twenty-jive  cents  more  d\ 
than  in  an  American  vessel.  Whereas  a yard  of  broad  cloth, 
two  yards  of  silk,  cambric,  or  muslin,  value  five  dollars,  paid 
twenty-five  cents , all  together,  or  five  per  cent.  Thus  the  fore 
ship-owner  was  at  once  shut  out  of  our  ports,  so  far  as  the  Ch 
trade  was  concerned,  beyond  the  power  of  competition,  for  i 
benefit  of  the  American  merchant ; whereas  the  foreign  mai 
facturer  was  invited  in  by  a low  duty : and  the  possibility 
competition  on  the  part  of  the  American  manufacturer  who 
precluded  ! Let  me  not  be  misunderstood  to  regard  as  incorr 
the  decided  preference  given  to  the  American  merchant.  By 
means.  My  object  is  to  point  out  the  immense  inequality  oft 
treatment  of  two  great  classes  of  citizens,  which,  to  the  gr 
discredit  of  our  legislation,  and  the  incalculable  injury  of  c 
country,  as  I hope  is  proved  in  the  preceding  chapter,  p< 
vades  our  statute  book.  This  is  a digression,  which  the  ( 
casion  called  for.  I return. 

II.  The  same  act  gave  our  merchants  an  additional  decisi 
advantage,  by  allowing  a discount  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  dut 
upon  goods  imported  in  American  vessels. 

III.  Such  was  the  fostering  care  bestowed  on  the  mercant 
interest,  that  the  third  act  was  directed  wholly  for  their  securi 
By  this  act  the  tonnage  duty  on  vessels  belonging  to  Americ 
citizens  was  fixed  at  six  cents  per  ton  ; on  American  built  v< 
sels,  owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  foreigners,  thirty  cents  ; and 
all  other  foreign  vessels,  fifty  cents. 

IV.  In  order  to  exclude  foreign  vessels  from  the  coasti 
trade,  they  were  subjected  to  a tonnage  duty  of  fifty  cents  \ 
ton  for  every  voyage ; whereas  our  vessels  paid  but  six  cen 
and  only  once  a year. 

These  four  features  of  decisive  protection,  were  enacted  ir 
single  session,  the  first  under  the  new  government.  They  plac 
the  mercantile  interest  on  high  ground,  and  gave  it  overwheh 
ing  advantages  over  foreign  competitors.  In  fact,  they  almc 
altogether  destroyed  competition.  I shall  state  their  effects 
the  close  of  this  chapter. 
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It  is  not  difficult  to  account  for  this  parental  care.  The  mer- 
cantile interest  was  ably  represented  in  the  first  congress.  It 
nade  a judicious  selection  of  candidates,  and  carried  the  elec- 
ions  pretty  generally  in  the  seaport  towns.  Philadelphia  was  re- 
iresented  in  the  senate  by  Robert  Morris,  and  in  the  house  of 
Representatives  by  Thomas  Fitzsimons  and  George  Clymer, 
hree  gentlemen  of  very  considerable  talents,  and  great  influ- 
ence, particularly  the  first,  who  then  bore  a high  rank  among 
he  most  celebrated  merchants  of  the  world.  The  representa- 
ion  in  congress  was  divided  almost  wholly  between  farmers, 
ilanters,  and  merchants.  The  manufacturing  interest  was,  I 
>elieve,  unrepresented  ; or  if  it  had  a few  representatives,  they 
rere  not  distinguished  men,  and  had  little  or  no  influence.  It 
i hared  the  melancholy  fate  of  all  unrepresented  bodies  in  all 
ges  and  in  all  nations. 

The  tariff  bears  the  most  unequivocal  marks  of  this  state  of 
hings.  Agriculture  and  commerce  engrossed  nearly  the  whole 
ttention  of  congress.  Their  interests  were  well  guarded. 
i Manufactures,  as  may  be  seen  (page  22)  were  abandoned  to  an 
nequal  conflict  with  foreign  rivalship,  which  consigned  a large 
i ortion  of  them  to  ruin. 

I have  shewn  the  revolting  neglect,  so  highly  discreditable  to 
j ongress,  with  which  the  applications  of  the  manufacturers  have 
een  treated,  ft  now  remains  to  contrast  this  procedure  with  the 
ind  attention  and  fostering  care  bestowed  on  the  merchants, 
nd  the  rapidity  of  motion  in  their  concerns. 

On  the  29th  of  July,  1816,  the  governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  by 
reclamation,  announced  the  royal  assent  to  an  act  of  the  legis- 
iture  of  that  province,  whereby  the  trade  in  plaster  of  Paris  was 
intended  to  be  secured  to  British  or  colonial  vessels, 
i To  counteract  this  insidious  measure.  Mr.  Rufus  King,  on  the 
7th  of  February,  1817.  in  thehouse  of  representatives  of  the  uni- 
id  states,  presented  a resolution,  which  was  carried,  “that  the 
i ammittee  on  foreign  relations  be  instructed  to  report  such  mea- 
i ares  as  they  may  judge  necessary  to  regulate  the  importation  of 
laster  of  Paris,  and  to  countervail  the  regulations  of  any  other 
cation,  injurious  to  our  own,  relating  to  that  trade.” 

In  four  days  afterwards,  viz.  on  the  21st,  Mr.  Forsyth,  chair- 
lan  of  that  committee,  reported  a bill  to  regulate  the  trade  in 
laster  of  Paris,  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  on 
■ lat  day,  and  the  third  on  the  3d  of  March.  The  yeas  and  nays 
• ere  called,  and  it  was  passed  by  a majority  of  eighty  to  thirty- 
ine.  It  rvas  then  sent  to  the  senate ; there  read  three  times  on 
le  same  day,  and  passed  with  some  amendments — thenreturn- 
1 to  the  house  of  representatives,  who  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ments, and  finally  passed  the  bill.  Thus  it  was  actually  read  four 
i mes , amended  and  passed  in  one  day — a case  probably  without 
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example.  It  was  only  fourteen  days  from  its  inception  to 
approbation  by  the  president. 

Let  it  be  observed  further,  that  the  hostile  measure  which  c 
ed  forth  this  spirited  act,  was  only  about  seven  months  an 
half  in  existence,  when  it  was  thus  decisively  counterac 
What  a contrast  between  this  celerity  of  operation  and  the  1; 
and  sinister  policy  observed  towards  manufacturers  ! 

The  all-important  act  prohibiting  the  entry  into  our  ports 
British  vessels  arriving  from  places  from  which  American  i 
sels  are  excluded,  was  reported  and  twice  read  in  senate  on 
1st  of  April,  1818.  On  the  4th  it  was  read  the  third  time, 
passed.  On  the  same  day  it  was  read  twice  in  the  house  ofrepres 
tatives.  On  the  1 1th  it  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed, 
the  16th  it  was  presented  to  the  president— and  approved 
him  on  the  18th.  Thus  it  became  a law  in  seventeen  days  fi 
its  presentation. 

Let  any  man,  however  hostile  to  manufactures  or  manufai 
rers,  compare  the  progress  of  these  two  bills,  involving  such 
portant  principles,  particularly  the  latter,  with  the  snail’s  pac 
any  bill  for  the  relief  of  manufacturers,  and  he  will  be  obli 
to  confess  that  congress  is  actuated  by  a very  different  spirit 
wards  the  two  different  descriptions  of  citizens.  The  firsi 
these  acts  is  manly  and  dignified,  and  worthy  of  the  legislal 
of  a great  nation,  determined  to  assert  a reciprocity  of  adv 
tage  in  its  intercourse  with  foreign  nations.  The  policy  : 
prudence  of  the  second  are  rather  questionable.  It  was  not  y 
likely  to  succeed  ; as  it  was  a bold  attempt  to  coerce  the  Bri 
nation  to  rescind  one  of  the  most  important  features  of  its  ni 
gation  act,  regarded  as  the  basis  of  its  power  and  greatm 
Both  their  pride  and  interest  revolted  at  the  measure  ; i 
having  wholly  failed  of  accomplishing  the  object  in  view, 
operation  is  highly  pernicious  to  this  country'.  It  has  in  m 
instances  sacrificed  the  sale  of  our  staples,  in  the  unavailing 
fort  to  obtain  the  freightage  of  them.  At  all  events,  consic 
ing  its  great  magnitude,  and  its  important  effects  on  the  agri< 
tural  interest,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  it  was  too  precipiti 
lv  passed.  It  was  only  four  days  on  its  passage  in  the  senat 
and  eight  in  the  house  of  representatives.  Be  this,  however 
it  may,  mv  present  object  is  only  once  more  to  place  in  conti 
the  paternal  care  of  commerce  and  the  frigid  and  withering 
difference,  not  to  say  hostility,  towards  manufactures,  displa; 
in  that  body,  which  ought  to  “ look  with  equal  eye  ’ upon,  < 
to  dispense  equal  justice  to,  all  classes  of  citizens. 

And  to  close  the  catalogue,  a bill  for  the  protection  of  cc 
merce  is  now  before  congress,*  and  not  likely  to  meetwith  mi 

* This  bill  was  passed  in  a few  days  after  the  above  was  written  and 
equally  failed  in  the  gTand  object  of"  forcing  Great  Britain  to  open  the  port 
her  colonies  to  our  shipping-. 
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•pposition,  which  cannot  fail  to  affect  the  agricultural  interest 
severely,  by  very  materially  abridging  the  markets  for  their  pro- 
ductions. It  is  calculated  to  effect  the  object  contemplated  by 
he  last  mentioned  act. 

More  detail  is  unnecessary.  The  position  is  fully  established, 
hat  commerce  has  steadily  enjoyed  all  the  protection  the  go- 
/ernment  could  afford.  Every  hostile  movement  on  the  part  of 
oreign  nations,  to  the  injury  of  our  merchants,  has  been  deci- 
dedly met  and  counteracted. 

The  consequence  of  this  system  has  been  to  insure  our  mei-- 

:hants — ■* 

I.  The  whole  of  the  coasting  trade,  amounting  to  400,000  tons 
)er  annum. 

II.  Eighty-six  per  cent,  of  the  tonnage  engaged  in  the  foreign 
rade, viz. 


Total  tonnage  in  the  foreign  trade  for  twenty-two 

years,  from  1796  to  1817,  - - tons  18,200,541 

Df  which  there  was  American  - 15,741,632 

Foreign  - - 2,458,909 

18,200,541 

And  III.  An  increase  of  tonnage  unexampled  in  the  history 
>f  navigation  : — 


Tonnage  of  the  united  states 
Tons. 


1789 

201,562 

In  1806 

1790 

- 478,377 

1807  - 

1792 

564,437 

1808 

1794 

- 628,816 

1809  - 

1796 

831,900 

1810 

1798 

898,328 

1811  - 

1801 

- - 1 ,003,218 

1812 

1802 

892,102 

1813  - 

18o3 

949,171 

1814 

1804 

1,042,402 

1815  - 

1805 

1,140,368 

1816 

Tons. 

1,208,735 

1,268,548 

1,242,595 

1,350,281 

1,424,783 

1,232,502 

1,269,997 

1,166,628 

1,159,208 

1,368,127 

1,372,218 


Seybert, 
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CHAPTER  XVI F. 

Erroneous  vines  of  the  tariff Protection  of  agriculture  in  178 
Prostrate  state  oj  the  staples  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgi 
A inetij  per  cent,  on  snuff,  and  one  hundred  on  tobacco.  Strikir 
contrast.  Abandonment  oj  manufactures . 

Numbers  ot  the  farmers  anti  planters  of  the  united  states  a: 
under  a strong  impression — 

I.  1 hat  the  tariff  affords  a decided  protection  to  the  manufa 
turers. 

II.  That  it  operates  as  a “ heavy  tax  on  the  manv  for  the  hi 
nefit  of  the  few.” 

And  III.  I hat  there  is  no  reciprocity  in  the  case — as  agricu 
ture  is  not  protected. 

I hat  the  first  position  is  radically  erroneous,  is  self-evidei 
from  the  lamentable  situation  ol  so  large  a proportion  of  tl 
manufactures  and  manufacturers  ot  the  united  states,  on  whic 
l have  already  sufficiently  descanted. 

I he  second  is  disproved  in  the  eleventh  chapter, 
i o the  discussion  of  the  third,  I devote  the  present  one. 
Few  ot  the  productions  ot  agriculture  require  protectioi 
I heir  bulk,  and  the  consequent  expense  of  freight,  afford  thei 
in  general  tolerable  security.  But  such  as  are  imported,  or  lik< 
ly  to  be,  have  been  subject  to  high  duties  from  the  commenci 
ment  of  the  government  to  the  present  time. 

The  articles  of  which  the  importation  materially  affects  th 
interests  of  the  landholders  do  not  much  extend  beyond  hem] 
cotton,  malt,  tobacco,  cheese,  indigo,  coals  and  potatoes,  whicl 
by  the  tariff  of  1789,  were  subject  to  the  following  duties. 

Cents.  Cent . 

Hemp  - - per  cwt.  60  Snuff  - - per  lb.  1 

Malt  - per  bushel  10  Indigo  - - do.  1 

Coals  - - do.  2 Cotton  - - do. 

Cheese  - per  lb.  4 Potatoes  - per  cent. 
Manufactured  tobacco  do.  6 

A he  duty  on  cheese  was  equal  to  ffty-seven  per  cent.  ; on 

Indigo  about  sixteen  ; on 

Snuff,  ninety  ; on 

Tobacco,  one  hundred ; on 

Coals  about  ffteen  per  cent. 

The  duty  on  the  raw  materials,  hemp  and  cotton,  demand  par 
ticular  attention.  They  were  about  twelve  per  cent. — imposed 
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ill  compliance  with  the  suggestions  of  Mr.  Burke,  to  aid  the 
agriculturists  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  “ because  they 
hoped  to  be  able  to  raise  those  articles .” 

South  Carolina  and  Georgia  at  that  period  were  at  a very  low 
ebb.  Their  great  staples,  rice  and  indigo,  had  greatly  sunk  in 
price — and  thev  had  not  as  yet  entered  on  the  culture  of  cotton. 

Atdanus  Burke,  in  a debate  on  the  tariff,  on  the  16th  of  April, 
1789,  to  induce  the  house  to  lav  a considerable  duty  on  hemp 
and  cotton,  gave  a melancholy  picture  of  the  situation  of  those 
states — 

“ The  staple  products  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,”  he 
jobserved,  “ were  hardlv  worth  cultivation,  on  account  of  their 
“ fall  in  price.  The  lands  were  certainly  well  adapted  to  the 
*■  growth  of  hemp : and  he  had  no  doubt  but  its  culture  would 
“ be  practised  with  attention.  Cotton  zvas  likewise  in  contempla* 
u tion  among  them:  and  if  good  seed  could  be  procured,  he  hoped 
“ MIGHT  succeed  ! ! But  the  low  strong  rice  lands  would  pro* 
1“  duce  hemp  in  abundance,  manv  thousand  tons  even  this  year5 
“ if  it  was  not  so  late  in  the  season.”* 

In  a debate  on  the  same  subject,  Mr.  Tucker,  another  of  the 
representatives  from  that  state,  re-echoed  the  plaintive  strains  of: 
his  colleague  : — 

“ The  situation  of  South  Carolina  was  melancholy.  While 
[“the  inhabitants  were  deeply  in  debt,  the  produce  of  the  state 
“ rvas  daily  falling  in  price.  Rice  and  indigo  were  become  so 
“ low,  as  to  be  considered  by  many  not  objects  worthy  of  culti* 
“ vation.  Gentlemen”  he  added,  “ will  consider  that  it  is  not 
“ an  easy  thing  for  a planter  to  change  his  whole  system  of  hus- 
“ bandry  in  a moment.  But  accumulated  burdens  will  diive  to 
“ this,  and  increase  their  embarrassments.”! 

The  duty  on  manufactured  tobacco  was  intended  to  opeiate 
i as  an  absolute  prohibition — and  was  liberally  proposed  with  this 
view  by  Mr.  Sherman,  a representative  from  Connecticut. 

“ Mr,  Sherman  moved  six  cents  per  pound  on  manufactured 
“ tobacco  ; as  he  thought  the  duty  ought  to  amount  to  a pi  ohibi- 
“ tion?' f 

While  these  high  duties  were  imposed  upon  suer,  of  the  pro- 
ductions of  the  farmer  and  planter,  as  were  likely  to  be  impoited, 
ail  the  great  leading  articles  of  manufactures,  as  may  oe  seen, 
(Chapter  III.)  were  subject  to  only  five  per  cent.  ! ! ! 

A striking  contrast  in  the  tariff  for  1 789. 

Percent.  Percent. 

Snuff  - - - 90  Woollens  5 

Tobacco  - - 109  Cottons 

* Debates  of  congress,  vol.  I.  p.  79. 

f Idem,  70.  + Idem,  93. 


Per  cei 
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Per  cent. 

Indigo  - - 16  Pottery 

Coals  - - 15  Linen 

Cotton  - - - 12  Manufactures  of  iron 

Hemp  12  lead  - - 

copper  - 

' \ A ' ’ \lj 

In  the  last  chapter,  I gave  a sketch  of  the  fostering  care 
commerce  : Here  we  see,  in  the  very  outset  of  she  governmer 
the  same  care  extended  to  agriculture,  and  a most  culpable  n 
gleet  of  manufactures — the  germ  of  that  cruel  and  witherii 
system,  that  has,  I repeat,  placed  this  country  nearly  in  th.  sta 
o’t  a colony  to  the  manufacturing  nations  of  Europe — whic 
without  expending  a single  cent  for  our  protection,  have  enjoy* 
more  benefits  from  our  commerce  than  ever  were  enjoyed  by  tl 
mother  country,  during  the  colonial  state  of  this  continent — ar 
more  benefits  than  any  nation  ever  enjoyed  from  colonies,  e: 
cept  Spain.  Perhaps  even  this  exception  is  superfluous. 

In  1790,  the  tariff  was  altered,  when  indigo  was  raised  i 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound,  and  coals  to  three  cents  p< 
bushel. 

In  1792,  it  was  again  altered,  and  hertip  raised  to  twenty  do 
lars  per  ton,  and  coals  to  four  and  a half  cents  per  bushel. 

This  was  about  twenty  per  cent  on  hemp,  and  twenty-jive  c 
coals — whereas  the  leading  manufactures  of  cotton,  wool,  lead 
er,  steel,  brass,  iron,  and  copper,  were  only  raised  to  seven  an 
a half  per  cent. 

Passing  over  the  intermediate  alterations  of  the  tariff,  whic 
all  bear  the  same  stamp  of  inequality  and  partiality,  I shall  noth 
the  protection  afforded  at  present  to  the  class  of  articles  whereb 
the  interests  of  the  owners  and  cultivators  of  the  soil,  are  a: 
fected,  in  contra-distinction  to  the  description  of  citizens  pre 
perly  styled  manufacturers. 


1820. 

Prices* 

| Rate  aj 
duty. 

Duty 
Per  cent. 

Hemp,  per  ton 

S 114.00 

8 00 

26 

Cotton,  per  lb.  - - ...  . 

.10 

.3 

30 

Cheese  in  Holland 

.10 

.9 

90 

Coals,  per  bushel  ..... 
Snuff,  average  per  lb.  .... 

.13 

.5 

381 

.16 

.12 

75 

Manufactured  tobaccof  ... 

.10 

.10 

100 

Segars  per  Mf 

5.00 

2.5. 

50 

Geneva,  per  gallon  .... 

.42 

.42 

^00 

Jamaica  rum  do.  ..... 

..70 

.48 

68 

Brown  sugar,  per  lb 

.6 

.3 

50 

* At  tlie  places  of  exportation  respectively. 

t See  page  374  for  the  reason  why  these  two  articles  are  placed  in  this  class- 
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All  the  other  articles,  of  this  class,  are  subject  to  fifteen  per 
ent.  duty;  which,  be  it  observed,  is  the  same  as  the  duty  on 
nore  than  half  the  manufactures  imported  into  this  country. 

We  find  cotton,  the  staple  article  of  South  Carolina,  Georgia, 
Alabama,  &c.  of  which  the  freight  is  about  thirty  per  cent,  se- 
ured  by  thirty  per  cent,  duty — the  staple  of  Virginia  by  sev- 
nty-five,  and  one  hundred — and  the  peach  brandy  and  whiskey, 
if  the  farmers  generally,  by  sixty-eight  and  one  hundred,  while 
he  cotton  and  woollen  branches  are  exposed  to  great  depression 
nd  have  been  paralized,  for  want  of  a duty  of  thirty-three  per 
ent. ! ! ! 

To  display  the  monstrous  partiality  of  this  procedure — I shall 
ontrast  the  duty  and  freight  of  a few  articles  of  both  descrip- 

ions — 


Duty 

Per  ct. 

Freight 
Per  ct. 

Total. 

| 

Duty 
Per  ct. 

Freight 
Per  ct. 

Total. 

Hemp  - - 

26 

24 

50 

JCotton  stockings 

25 

2 

28 

Cotton  - - 

30 

30 

60 

jCambrics  - - 

25 

2 

27 

Cheese  - - 

90 

10 

105 

Woollen  cloths 

25 

2 

27 

Geneva  - - 

100 

15 

110 

Silks  ... 

15 

1 

16 

Rum  - - - 

68 

10 

78 

Woollen  stockings 

20 

2 

22 

Snuff  - - - 

75 

5 

80 

Thread  stockings 

15 

2 

17 

Tobacco 

100 

5 

105 

Gold  leaf  - - 

15 

1 

16 

1 Joals  - 

384 

12 

4 jiLinens  ... 

15 

2 

17 

iSug-ar  - - 

374 

6 

434  ! 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  of  a more  revolting  arrange- 
lent — or  one  that  more  completely  violates  the  holy,  the  golden 

ule — 

“ All  things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  you  even  so  to  them.” 

Now,  in  the  face  of  this  nation,  I venture  to  ask,  is  there  a 
fespectable  man  in  society,  who  considers  the  above  items,  and 
dll  not  allow  that  the  protection  of  agriculture  is  incomparabl)r 
lore  complete  than  that  of  manufactures  ? 

And  yet,  wonderful  to  tell,  the  extravagant  protection  bestow- 
d on  the  manufacturers,  and  the  want  of  protection  to  agricul- 
turists— the  insatiable  appetite  of  the  former,  and  the  liberality 
nd  disinterestedness  of  the  latter,  are  preached  in  long-winded 
peeches  in,  and  memorials  to,  congress,  and  as  long-winded 
{ ewspaper  essays,  and  are  received  as  undeniable  truths  ! 

Another  contrast. 


’otatoes 

Present  Duty. 
Per  cent. 
15 

Watches 

Present  D uty. 

Per  cent. 

w 1 

. . • 2 

lutter 

. 15 

J ewelry 

. 7* 

'lour 

. . . 15 

Inkpowder 

15 

i lalt 

. 15 

Printed  books 

. . 15 

Inions 

15 

Worsted  shoes 

. . 15 

t obacco  in 

the  leaf  . .15 

Linens  and  silks 

15 
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i otatoes,  onions,  and  tobacco — liyens,  silks,  and  printed  book 
subject  to  the  same  duty  ! What  wonderful  talents  this  t: 
displays  ! How  admirably  it  corroborates  the  fond  “ day  dreat 
in  which  we  indulge  ourselves,  of  our  immense  superiority  c 
the  benighted  Europeans,  who,  mirabile  dictu , according 
judge  Story,  are  studying  lessons  of  political  economy  un 
congress — 

“ l statesmen  of  the  old  world,  in  admiration  of  the  stici 
“ °f  our  policy,  are  relaxing  the  rigour,  of  their  own  systems 

So  says  the  celebrated  Salem  memorial,  edited,  according 
public  fame,  by  this  most  learned  judge. 

Objections  have  been  made  to  the  classification  of  manul 
Hired  tobacco  and  snuff  among  the  articles  dutied  for  the  lien 
of  agriculture  ; as  they  fall  under  the  denomination  of  manul 
tures.  1 hey  are,  it  is  true,  manufactures.  But  that  the}-  art 
extravagantly  taxed,  is  not  from  any  partiality  towards  the  m 
ufacturers  of  them — but  to  protect  the  planters.  It  requires 
moderate  share  of  modesty  to  assert,  and  of  credulity  to  belie 
that  regard  for  the  manufacturers  leads  to  lay  a duty  of  one  hi 
dred  per  cent,  on  manufactured  tobacco,  when  for  five  years 
manufacturers  of  woollens  and  cottons  have  in  vain  implored 
have  the  duty  on  superfine  cloth,  muslins,  and  cambrics,  rail 
beyond  twenty-five  per  cent.  Even  the  Jew  Apella,  capacit 
as  was  his  gullet,  would  not  be  able  to  swallow  this  fiction. 

I wish  it  distinctly  understood,  that  as  the  prices  of  her 
Geneva,  rum,  coals,  &c.  are  subject  to  frequent  fluctuations 
foreign  markets,  I do  not  pretend  to  vouch  for  the  critical  < 
actness  at  the  present  time,  of  the  preceding  quotations.  I hi 
collected  my  information  from  merchants  of  character,  on  wh< 
reliance  may  be  placed,  and  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
is  substantially  correct. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 


An  awful  contrast.  Distress  in  Great  Britain,  because  she  ca 
not  engross  the  supply  of  the  world.  Distress  in  the  unit 
states , because  the  home  market  is  inundated  with  rival  man 
factures. 


This  shall  be  a short  chapter.  But  I hope  it  will  make  a de 
and  lasting  impression.  The  subject  is  of  vital  importance. 

I have  drawn  several  contrasts  between  our  policy  and  tl 
of  foreign  nations,  to  evince  the  unsoundness  and  pernicio 
consequences  of  the  former.  To  one  more  contrast  I requ< 
attention. 
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Great  distress  pervades  the  manufacturing  districts  of  Great 
ritain,  in  which  commerce  largely  partakes.  And  whence 
aes  it  arise  ? Because  her  merchants  and  manufacturers  can- 
ot  engross  the  supply  of  the  world;  for  their  capacity  of  pro- 
ving every  article  made  by  machinery  is  commensurate  with 
le  wants  of  the  whole  human  race  ; and,  could  they  find  a pas- 
ige  to  the  moon,  and  open  a market  there,  they  would  be  able 

> inundate  it  with  their  fabrics. 

Their  government,  with  a fostering  and  paternal  care,  which  by 
ie  contrast  reflects  discredit  on  ours,  secures  them  the  unlimited 
\Wge  of  the  domestic  market;  and  loses  no  opportunity,  by  boun- 
es,  drawbacks,  and  every  other  means  which  can  be  devised, 

> aid  them  in  their  efforts  to  engross  our  and  all  other  markets, 
ut  the  wisdom  of  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  guarding  the 
dustry  of  their  subjects,  excludes  them  from  various  markets 
hich  they  were  wont  to  supply — and  baffles  their  skill  and  sa- 
lacity. The  great  mass  of  their  surplus  productions,  is,  there- 
>re,  disgorged  on  us,  to  the  destruction  of  our  manufacturers 
id  the  impoverishment  of  the  nation. 

"What  a lamentable  contrast  we  exhibit!  Our  manufacturers  suf- 
r equally.  Their  capital  is  mouldering  away — their  establish- 
lents  falling  to  ruins — themselves  threatened  with  bankruptcv, 
id  their  wives  and  children  with  dependence — their  workmen 
ispersed  and  driven  to  servile  labour  and  mendicity — and  why  ? 
lot  because  they  are  excluded  from  foreign  markets.  They 
spire  to  none.  Their  distress  arises  from  being  debarred  of 
b large  a portion  of  their  home  market,  to  which  our  mistaken 
olrcy  invites  all  the  manufacturers  of  the  earth! 

Thus,  while  the  British  government  uses  all  its  energies  to 
table  the  manufacturers  of  that  nation  to  monopolize  the  mar- 
*ets  of  the  united  states,  our  government  looks  on  with  perfect 
idifference,  while  the  ill-fated,  depressed,  and  vilified  American, 
efeated  in  the  unequal  struggle  with  powerful  rivals  and  an 
nergetic  government,  is  bankrupted  or  beggared — or  in  danger 
f bankruptcy  or  beggary — and  in  vain  invokes  its  protection  ! 
n a word  the  representatives  of  the  freest  people  on  the  globe, 
ave  less  regard  for,  and  pay  less  attention  to  the  happiness  of, 
leir  felknv  citizens,  than  the  monarchs  of  the  old  world  to 
ieir  subjects. 

This  is  a strong  declaration.  But  it  is  delivered  with  great 
eliberation,  and  with  the  most  undaunted  confidence  of  its  cor- 
ectness.  The  shameful  and  contumelious  neglect  of  the  memo- 
als  of  the  manufacturers  at  each  successive  session  of  congress, 
'om  1816,  dowm  to  the  present  time,  cannot,  I am  persuaded, 
e paralleled  in  the  history  of  England  or  France.  Let  it  be 
bserved,  I except  the  dependencies  of  both  nations.  If  the 
mallest  body  of  manufacturers  in  England  finds  itself  aggrieved. 
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and  applies  to  the  British  parliament  for  redress,  a commit 
is  appointed  to  examine  into  the  case,  and  to  devise  a remei 
If  such  remedy  is  practicable,  it  is  applied.  But  we  have  st 
that  the  petitions  and  memorials  from  the  great  cities  of  Ne 
York,  Philadelphia,  Boston,  and  Baltimore,  were  not  only  i 
complied  with,  but  not  even  read  or  reported  on,  to  the  indt 
ble  discredit  of  the  fourteenth  congress. 

Our  citizens  merely  seek  a portion  of  that  protection  whi 
the  most  despotic  monarchs  in  Europe  afford  their  subjects.  E 
they  seek  in  vain.  Pharaoh  did  not  turn  a more  deaf  ear  tot 
applications  of  the  Israelites,  than  congress  have  for  five  yea 
to  those  of  their  fellow  citizens  who  have  contributed  to  elevi 
them  to  the  honourable  stations  they  occupy — and  who  pay  th 
proportions  for  services  from  the  benefit  of  which  they  are  ii 
great  measure  precluded. 

What  a hid  ecus,  what  a deplorable  contrast!  What  a libel 
republican  government ! \\  hat  a triumph  for  the  friends  of  mt 
archy — for  those  who  hold  the  appalling  heresy,  to  which  c 
career  affords  some  countenance,  that  man  was  not  made  i 
self-government  ! 

This  is  so  shocking  a state  of  things  that  with  all  the  evider 
of  the  facts  before  my  eyes,  I can  scarcely  allow  myself  to  crei 
it ! Would  to  God,  it  were  not  true — but  alas!  it  is  a most ; 
Aiding  reality. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Encouragement  and  patronage  of  immigrants , by  England  a 
France.  Advantages  of  the  united  states.  Great  numbers 
immigrants.  Their  sufferings.  Return  of  many  of  the 
Interesting  table. 

Some  political  economists  have  asserted  that  the  strength 
a nation  consists  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  This,  wit 
out  qualification  is  manifestly  erroneous.  A numerous  pop 
lation,  in  a state  of  wretchedness,  is  rather  a symptom  of  debili 
than  of  strength.  Such  a population  is  ripe  for  treason  and  spo 
But  a dense  population,  usefully  and  profitably  employed,  ai 
in  a state  of  comfort  and  prosperity,  constitutes  the  pride  ai 
glory  of  a statesman,  and  is  the  basis  of  the  power  and  securi 
of  nations.  Hence  there  is  scarcely  any  object  which  the  me 
profound  statesmen  and  monarchs  of  Europe,  have  for  ages  mo 
uniformly  pursued  than  the  encouragement  of  immigrants  pc 
sessed  of  useful  talents. 
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Under  all  the  governments  of  Europe,  therefore,  even  the 
most  despotic,  inducements  have  been  frequently  held  out  to  in 
vite  a tide  of  population  of  this  description.  And  the  wealth, 
power,  and  prosperity  of  some  of  the  first  rate  nations,  date  their 
commencement  from  migrations  thus  promoted  and  encouraged. 
The  decay  and  decrepitude  of  the  nations  from  which  the  immi- 
grants have  removed,  have  been  coeval  and  proceeded  pari  passu 
with  the  prosperity  of  those  to  which  they  have  migrated. 

The  woollen  manufacture,  the  main  source  of  the  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  England,  dates  its  great  extension  and  the  com- 
mencement of  its  prosperity  from  the  wise  policy  of  Edward  III. 
who  invited  over  Flemish  workmen,  and  accorded  them  most 
important  privileges. 

The  horrible  persecutions  of  D’Alva  in  the  Netherlands,  and 
the  repeal  of  the  edict  of  Nantz,  in  France,  at  a more  recent  pe- 
riod, drove  thousands  of  artists  of  every  kind,  possessed  of  great 
wealth,  and  inestimable  talents,  to  England,  whence  she  derived 
incalculable  advantages. 

Spain,  whose  policy  we  despise,  repeatedly  encouraged  set- 
tlements of  immigrants  to  establish  useful  manufactures,  which 
nad  a temporary  success.  But  the  radical  unsoundness  of  her 
[System,  and  her  spirit  of  persecution,  blasted  all  these  promising 
attempts. 

France,  under  Louis  XIV.  pursued  this  system  to  a greater 
extent  than  any  other  nation.  That  king  gave  titles  of  nobility 
Imd  pensions  and  immunities,  to  various  artists  and  manufac- 
turers, who  introduced  new  branches  of  industry  into  his  domin- 
ions : and  a great  porton  of  the  wealth  which  he  squandered  on 
the  splendor  of  his  court,  and  on  the  ambitious  projects  of  his 
reign,  arose  from  his  protection  of  those  immigrants,  and  the 
manufactures  they  introduced. 

If  this  policy  were  wise,  and  had  the  sanction  of  the  statesmen 
of  nations  of  which  the  population  was  comparatively  dense, 
how  much  more  forcibly  does  it  apply  to  the  united  states,  of 
which  the  population  bears  so  small  a proportion  to  the  territory ! 

No  country  affords  more  room  for  immigrants — none  would 
derive  more  benefit  from  them — none  could  hold  out  so  many 
solid  and  substantial  inducements — and  there  is  none  to  which 
the  eyes  and  longings  of  that  active  and  energetic  class  of  men 
who  are  disposed  to  seek  foreign  climes  for  the  purpose  of  im- 
proving their  condition,  are  more  steadily  directed. . We  have 
the  most  valuable  staples— the  greatest  variety  of  soil,  climate, 
and  productions — an  almost  unlimited  extent  of  territory— and 
the  most  slender  population  in  proportion  to  that  territory,  of  any 
nation  in  the  world,  except  the  Indians,  and  perhaps  the  wan- 
dering Tartars.  And  had  manufactures,  particularly  the  cotton, 
tvoollen  and  iron,  instead  of  the  paltry  duty  of  five  per  cent,  been 
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early  and  decisively  taken  under  the  protection  of  the  gover 
ment,  at  its  first  organization,  in  1 789,  after  the  example  of  oth 
nations,  there  is  no  doubt  we  should  have  had  a tide  of  immigi 
tion  beyond  any  the  world  has  ever  witnessed. 

From  the  oppression  and  misery  prevalent  in  various  pai 
of  Europe — from  the  high  idea  entertained  of  the  advantages 
our  government — and  from  a varietv  of  other  circumstances, 
is  fair  to  presume,  that  had  immigrants  been  able  at  once  to  fii 
employment  at  the  occupations  to  which  thev  were  brought  c 
we  might  have  had  an  annual  accession  of  30  or  40,000  bet  oi 
the  numbers  that  have  settled  among  us.  But  I shall  only  su 
pose  20,000. 

To  evince  what  might  have  been,  from  what  has  taken  pla< 
I annex  the  only  two  tables  of  immigration  I have  been  able 
find.  And  let  it  be  observed  that  the  first  is  necessarily  ve 
imperfect ; as  there  was  no  governmental  regulation  to  enfor 
the  collection  of  accurate  statements. 


In  1817,  22,240  immigrants  arrived  in  ten  ports  : — 

18,1 

In  Boston 

2,200 

In  Baltimore  - -1,8 

N ew  Y ork 

- 7,634 

Norfolk  - - - 5! 

Perth  Amboy 

637 

Charleston  - - 7 

Philadelphia 

7,085 

Savannah  - - - 1< 

Wilmington,  D. 

- 558 

New  Orleans  - - 8! 

18,114 

22,24i 

In  New  York,  from 

March  2, 

1818,  to  Dec.  11,  1819,  tl 

numbers  reported  at  the  mayor’s 

i office,  were  18,929.f 

18,5; 

English 

7,539 

Portuguese  - - j 

Irish  - 

6,062 

Africans  - 

French  - - 

922 

Prussians  - - - < 

W elsh 

- 590 

Sardinians  - 

Scotch 

■ 1,942 

Danes  - - ! 

Germans 

- 499 

Russians  - - , 

Spaniards 

217 

Austrians  - 

Hollanders  - - 

- 255 

Turk  - 

Swiss  - 

372 

Polander  - 

Italians 

- 103 

Sandwich  Islanders 

Norwegians 

- 3 

Europeans  not  described  « 

Swedes 

28 

Passengers  do.  do.  1 ! 

18,532 

18,9! 

* Sevbert,  29. 

f Report  of  the  society  for  the  prevention  of  pauperism,  p.  67. 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BRANCH. 


127 


The  mayor  of  New  York*  has  given  a calculation,  that  these 
Were  but  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  that  arrived.  Admit- 
ting this  estimate,  the  whole  number  in  twenty-one  months  was 
about  28, jOO,  or  15,000  per  annum. 

Twenty  thousand,  which  I have  assumed,  as  what  might  have 
been  annually  added  to  our  population  by  a sound  policy  on  the 
subject  ol  manufactures,  will  be  regarded  as  probable  on  a con- 
sideration of  the  preceding  statements — particularly  the  table  of 
:he  enormous  arrivals  in  New  York,  notwithstanding  a variety 
pf  discouraging  circumstances,  of  which  the  tendency  was  to  re- 
)ress  or  even  to  destrov  the  spirit  of  immigration. 

Among  these,  the  principal  one  has  been  the  calamities  and 
vretchedness  endured  by  most  of  those  immigrants,  whose  fond 
topes  and  expectations  were  wholly  blasted  on  their  arrival  here. 
Thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  artists,  mechanics,  and  manu,- 
(acturers,  with  talents  beyond  price,  and  many  of  them  with 
landsome  capitals,  escaped  from  misery  and  oppression  in  Eu- 
ope,  and  fled  to  our  shores  as  to  a land  of  promise,  where  they 
xpected  to  find  room  for  the  exercise  of  their  industry  and  ta- 
mts.  But  the  fond  delusion  was  soon  dispelled.  As  soon  as 
hey  arrived,  they  sought  employment  at  their  usual  occupations. 
4one  was  to  be  found.  Those  whose  whole  fortune  was  their 
idustry,  wandered  through  our  streets,  in  search  even  of  me- 
ial  employments,  to  support  a wretched  existence.  And  nu- 
merous instances  have  occurred,  of  cotton  weavers  and  clothiers, 
s well  as  persons  of  other  useful  branches,  who  have  sawed  and 
iled  wood  in  our  cities — and  some  of  whom  have  broken  stones 
In  our  turnpikes,  for  little  more  than  a bare  subsistence.  Many 
undreds  have  returned  home,  heart-broken,  and  lamenting  their 
(dly,  after  having  exhausted  all  their  funds  in  the  double  voy- 
je  and  inevitable  expenses.  Their  misfortunes  operate  as  a 
isacon  to  their  countrymen,  to  shun  the  rocks  on  which  they 
lave  been  shipwrecked. 

It  is  easy  to  estimate  the  effects  that  must  have  been  produ- 
bd  by  the  dismal  tales  in  the  letters  written  by  those  who  re- 
gained, and  by  the  verbal  accounts  of  those  who  returned.  It 
not  extravagant  to  suppose,  that  every  returned  emigrant 
: 'evented  the  emigration  of  twenty  persons,  disposed  to  seek 
in  asylum  here.  And  the  melancholy  letters,  transmitted  by 
:ose  who  had  no  means  of  returning,  must  have  had  nearly 
jual  influence. 

Many  of  those  who  were  unable  to  return,  rendered  despe^ 
ite  by  distress  and  misery,  have  proved  injurious  to  the  coun- 

* “The  chief  magistrate  of  this  city  has  calculated  that  this  number  does  not 
'nclude  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  real  number.”  a 

a Idem,  p.20. 
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try,  which  from  their  labour  might  have  secured  the  most  er 
nent  advantages. 

I hazard  an  estimate  of  the  gain  that  might  have  been  ma 
by  a sound  policy,  which  would  have  encouraged  manufacturi 
industry,  and  promoted  immigration,  to  the  extent  I have  i 
sumed,  viz.  20,000  additional  per  annum,  since  the  commem 
ment  of  our  present  form  of  government. 

I will  suppose  the  value  of  the  productive  labour  of  each 
dividual  to  he  only  a quarter  dollar  per  day  beyond  his  si 
sistence,  which,  for  20,000,  would  have  amounted  to  S 1,500,6 
per  annum.  The  whole  number  that  would  have  arrived  in  1 
thirty  years,  would  have  been  600,000.  The  annexed  table  < 
hibits  a result,  which  petrifies  with  astonishment,  and  shed 
new  and  strong  stream  of  light  on  the  impolicy  of  our  system, 


jYo.  of  im- 

migrants. 

Value  of 

labour. 

. Vo.  of  im- 

migrants. 

Value  of 
labour. 

1789 

20,000 

S 1,500,000 

1804 

320,000 

180,000,000 

24,000,000 

; 1790 

40,000 

3,000,000 

1805 

340,000 

25,500,000 

1 1791 

60,000 

4,500, 00U 

1806 

360,000 

27,000,000 

28,500,000 

! 1792 

80,000 

6,000,000 

1807 

380,000 

1793 

100, Ooo 

7,500,000 

1808 

400,000 

30,000,000 

1794 

120,000 

9,000,000 

1809 

420,000 

31,500,000 

1795 

140,000 

10,500,001/ 

1810 

440.000 

460.000 

33,000,000 

1796 

160,000 

12,000,000 

1811 

34,500,0o0 

1797 

180,000 

13,500,000 

1812 

0,000 

36,000,000 

1 1798 

200,000 

15,000,000 

1813 

soo.ooo 

37,500,000 

| 1799 

220,000 

16,500,000 

1814 

520,000 

39,000,000 

1 1800 

240,000 

18,000,000 

9815 

540,000 

40,500,000 

18'j1 

260,000  19,500,000 

1816 

560,000 

42,0J0,UO0 

1802 

180,800 

21,000,000 

1817 

580,000 

43,500,000 

1803 

30o,  000 

22,500,000 

1818 

600,00o 

45,000,000 

S 180,000,000 

*g  697,500,000 

The  natural  increase  of  the  immigrants  by  generation,  at  fi 
per  cent,  per  annum,  would  make  the  number  amount  to  abc 
1,000,000.  Of  the  addition  I take  no  account.  I barely  mi 
tion,  that  an  immigration  of  10,000  annually,  would,  accordi 
to  this  increase,  have  produced  nearly  the  same  result  as  the  i 
sumed  number  20,000. 

Let  us  then  state  the  results  of  different  numbers  : — 

* This  table,  although  tolerably  plain  and  simple,  may  require  some  expla 
don.  It  is  assumed,  that  20,000  immigrants  would  have  arrived  yearly  ; of  coin 
in  1789,  there  would  have  been  in  this  country  20,000 — in  1790,  40,000 — in  17! 
60  000,  and  so  throughout  the  whole  series  of  years.  There  is  no  accoi 
taken  of  the  increase  of  the  immigrants  by  generation. 
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10,000  immigrants,  with  the  natural  increase  of 
five  per  cent,  per  annum,  at  a quarter  of  a dol- 
lar per  day,  would  produce  in  30  years  about  §650,000,000 

That  of  5,000  with  the  same  increase  . . §325,000,000 

It  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the  articles  produced  by 
them  would  be  worth  double  the  labour,  or,  in 
the  first  case,  . . . §1,300,000,000 

— 

In  the  second  ....  §650,000,000 

These  immense  advantages  we  blindly  threw  away,  while 
we  were  scuffling  through  the  world  at  every  point  of  the 
ncompass,  and  “ in  every  bay,  cove,  creek,  and  inlet,”  to  which 
we  had  access,  for  a precarious  commerce,  which  ruined  the 
great  mass  of  the  merchants  who  pursued  it — exposed  our  hardy 
seamen  to  stripes  and  bondage — involved  us  in  unnecessary 
collisions  with  the  belligerent  powers,  and  finally  in  war, — and 
entailed  on  us  a host  of  foreign  ministers — a wasting  navy  that 
will  cost  above  3,500,000  dollars  this  year — and  a debt  of  near- 
ly 80,000,000  of  dollars  ! 

Other  views  of  the  subject  present  themselves. 

Although  a large  proportion  of  the  immigrants  who  arrive  in 
this  and  other  countries,  are  dependent  on  their  labour  for  sup- 
port, yet  many  capitalists  immigrate  ; and  there  would  be  double, 
:reble,  perhaps  quadruple,  the  number  of  this  class,  could  they 
employ  their  capitals  advantageously.  I will  assume  an  average 
bf  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  each  immigrant,  in  money 
md  property.  This  would  amount  to  3,000,000  dollars  per 
innum,  or  in  the  whole  30  years  to  90,000,000  of  dollars. 

The  consumption  of  the  productions  of  agriculture  by  those 
mmigrants,  according  to  the  calculation  in  page  332,  at  the  rate 
>f  a quarter  dollar  per  day,  would  be  at  present  per  annum 
>4,000,000  of  dollars,  and  their  clothing  and  furniture  at  40  dol- 
ars  per  annum,  24,000,000. 

■ Calculations  have  been  made  of  the  value  to  a state  of  an  ac- 
ive  efficient  individual.  In  England  it  was  formerly,  I believe, 
•upposed  to  be  about  100/.  sterling.  I will  suppose  each  immi- 
grant to  be  worth  three  hundred  dollars — this  would  make  the 
imount  of  the  600,000  immigrants  assumed,  §180,000,000. 

These  calculations  are  all  necessarily  crude — and  admit  ol 
considerable  drawbacks.  But  whatever  may  be  the  drawbacks, 
ufficient  will  remain  to  prove  to  the  world,  that  there  pi  oba- 
>ly  never  was  a nation  which  had  so  many  advantages  within  its 
jrasp — and  never  a nation  that  so  wantonly  threw  its  advanta- 
ges away. 


1J0 


THE  NEW  OLIVE  BRANCH. 


Summary. 

Suppose  10,000  immigrants  annually,  with  the  na- 
tural increase  of  five  per  cent. 

Amount  of  labour  in  thirty  years  . g650,000,0< 

Value  of  their  productions  . . Sl,300,000,0( 

Amount  of  property  imported  . . g90,000,CK 

Present  annual  consumption  for  food,  clothes,  and 
furniture,  ....  878, 000, OC 

As  this  chapter  drew  to  a close,  I met  with  a report  mac 
to  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  united  states,  on  the  sul 
ject  of  immigrants,  which  deserves  some  notice. 

An  application  has  been  recently  made  to  congress  by  a bod 
of  Swiss,  lor  a quantity  of  land,  on  more  advantageous  tern 
than  those  on  which  it  is  sold  by  law.  The  committee,  aft< 
stating  the  necessity  of  lessening  the  existing  indulgences  in  th 
sale  of  the  public  lands,  adds — 

“ If  the  public  interests  should  ever  justify  a relaxation  froi 
“ them,  it  would  be  in  favour  of  American  citizens 

And  recommends  to  the  house  the  following  resolution — 

“ Resolved , that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  b 
“ granted.” 

So  far  there  are  reason  and  propriety  in  the  report.  Th 
terms  on  which  lands  are  sold  by  the  united  states  are  sufficient 
ly  favourable  for  foreigners  as  well  as  natives.  But  when  th 
committee  notices  the  depressed  situation  of  American  manu 
factures,  and  assigns  it  as  a reason  against  encouraging  the  im 
migration  of  such  a useful  body  of  men,  possessed  of  invaluabl 
talents,  it  is  a full  proof  that  the  members  did  not  study  th 
subject  profoundly. 

“ In  answer  to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  declares  that  on< 
“ of  the  principal  objects  is  ‘ the  domestic  manufacture  of  cot 
“ ton,  wool,  flax,  and  silk  the  committee  will  only  say,  that  ii 
“ may  be  well  considered,  how  far  it  would  comport  with  sown 
“ policy  to  give  a premium  for  the  introduction  of  manufacturers 
“ at  a moment  when , by  the  almost  unanimous  declaration  of  out 
“ manufacturers,  it  is  said  they  cannot  live  without  further  pro- 
“ tection 

A more  obvious  idea  would  have  been,  to  suggest  such  en« 
couragement  of  manufactures,  as  would  have  relieved  our  citi- 
zens actually  engaged  in  those  branches,  and  held  out  due  in- 
ducements for  accessions  to  our  population  of  the  sterling  cha- 
racter of  the  applicants  in  question. 
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